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Interviewer- HMargaret Bailes

Interviewee-~ Mr, 8.1, Paige

Margaret Bailes and Mrg, Dolores Sheltus, The lastern Townships
Aduring Vorld Var T¥ 1939-1945, TIn answer Lo yvour auestionnaire
during Vorld VWar TI I was living in Windsor, Ouebec down near

Richmond. T was horn in Xingsbhbury, County of Richmond, June 26,

1900. And with my parents noved to Greenly across the St. Fransis

Riveyr frowm Vindcoor, extention of the Alfred lountain Nailway,
from Kingsbury to Greenly 1205 and lived therce with ny family
i1l 192238 when T was married to Winniford atceh of the Dronanton
roac. Pought a home in Vindsor in which wve are still living.
My fatherjlocomotive engineer for the Alfred Mountain Railway,
spent hié'working Life with the O.M,R. and after 1910 a branch
line of the C.P.R. Ffrom Windsor to Pastman and torth Yroy, Vermont.
_ . D . _
T an a descendant of American Piges vho landed in the States
from Ingland in 163¢% and around 1800 came to Canada with the
Austing and settled on the west side of Lale Menphamagog and
Jeremiah died in 1224 and his wife in 1831, and they are bhuried
on the shore of Lake, not far from the St. Renoi¥ deé lLac
HMonestry on the now Mchaster property. UWith respect to the
Creat Depression T do rot remenber too many details. The paper
mill run part-time and every enployec at least had worh part-
time or worked alternate weeks so all had some worl. s T

renchaber people in Uindsor did not faiyr: too had, however,
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I do not think or reccall but ¥ thinlk the Canada Paper I1il]
did work nearly full-time during the entire period.

With respect to myself, T was on the staff of the Tapar
Company and worked full-time as a cost clerlk on ma¥#tenance

and capital expenditure cost. Later as supervisor where T

gpent my working 1life From 1819 to retirement in 192¢5. Previous

to the depression in 1925-1930 many ordinarv people hought
common stocks on the stock marlet and those who Lought on
margins or prinides surly were in troubkle and lost money
heavily. I do not remember but I would say that when Vorld
Jar IT started if the depression was not over it sure speeded
up recovery, iy salary in 1940 was $135 per month and in 1845
about 5190 per month. When the war liegan I do not recall any
speclial circumstances., I continaed my work at the mill daily.

-

I do recall that the mill, if my memory scrves me right, did
do some special machine shop worl. One of the mill men rigged
up his own machine shop and made some persision instrunents,
This was all brought about by the rush to ecuip ocean going
Loats and other items suddenly reauired for the war effort.
With the war the paper company made some expansions to the
7aill buildings and machinery as it was almost impossible to
et new equipment and machinery on the count of restrictions
for the war effort. Alterations to machinery and buildings
involved using some second hand steel heams and machinery
converting them to the puryoses required. The mill did have

some priority as they rigged up machinery to convert rolls of
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Kraft paper to pass over as stut a machine. The tar solution
was applied to the paper and made inteo rolls as we sce them
today at building products stores. Jundrods of these rolls
were shipped overseas and used to blacl out cities in Hngland.
As T recall at the time the war clouds were brewing. Ve followed
the newspapers and radio very closely analysising all the reports
and spedches by the politicians and church world was tallen very
seriously. All the trechery of Pearl¢ Harbor was carried on
radio and T remcember having hearing the news early in the morn-
ing., Also the sinking of the German war ship off the coast of
South Anerica was followed on the radio as taking place in the
early evening.

In ny immediate fanily my two brothers joined the MNir Force

=
H

and served here and overseas. My wife also had a brother in a
tank cor?éwounded in Prance. I do not recall living copditions
tavclearly. Bugar and gasoline were ratione@Jsome coal replaced
by coke, Ve had coupons and gasoline coupone. 1 could pass them

to a friend if I wished and the same with the sugar. T would say

we managed very well.,

i

T cap recall my young son wanting his first fish pole and we

could not get one. Also wasn't able to buy him any lind of a qun.

£~

Many items were not available owing to the seriousness of the
war we probably had a very scvere fear of what might harmen, T
do not remember the date, but T remember one evening after dark

going over near the paper mill to witness a trial of a complote

Llack out. O0Of the two mills from the bright lights about the
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vards and ecl. evervithing vas turned off, the windows covered
with black faper and not a light could he seen., This really

inpressed me and almost made one tale a deer hreath and think
of sgerious conditions that exsisted overseas,

Many here volunteered for the Seventh Eleventh Thassards
including nyself whiclh was a local group. There was an arméry
here in Windsor which equiped the volunteers with all the
clothing which we kent at home and ny wife just tolé me that
she had to f£ind the room to store these things, overcoats and
all, both for myself and my son and a friend wvho was rooming
with us. From my diary I find entries of army practice in the
gunner of 19843 and '44., I renemberespecially cvening drills
and on Sundays going on marches and convevs espocially to
the Canada Paper limits and other places about the country.
One of the novelties that we included cuite a different group
of men in this coutfit, Our mill manager, the late Mr. Rlec
rhilin, menbers of the mill staff, paper malkers, painters,
members of the town of different walks of life, and T rem-
enber it was a great experience. Ve had a breaden gun and
other arms which we were all to becone familar with. T remn-
enber on one trip to the company limits, if my memory serves

me correctly, one particular short thick set Prench Canadian

-

brough along a very large ¢glass jug full of homemade brew.
This was passed around for all to get a swig and some I rem-
enmber had more than one drink. Tor me T would call this a

sign of real fellowship among probably L0 persong as a broad
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cquess on Septenber 4 and 5, 1943 our group and others around
the townships had army trucks take us from here and other
towns I recall men from Riclhmond and East Angus all going
to Thetford lMines for the weelend for army manovers and
cating, sleeping with army ecquipment. I cannot recall too
much of this trip, the ride in the big open army trucks in
a convoy 1is recalled. My emphasis from some of the hoys
was the men who would be in charge and I can remember as
we got off the truchks at Thetford Mines giving us orders
and very precice commands. T believe the unitse from Iast
Angus but I've forgotbten his name. The trip home is recalled.
Vie were riding in big army trucks, some sitting on canvas
sags among boys from other towns and the fellowship and
the early cvening scenery was heautiful. And then after
darl the long convoy of the truck lights as we passed ovoer
the hills and vallies the headlights and red tail lights
were uite spectacular,

Other activities of our family and friends included
Red Croass meetings, packing boxes for the soldiers overseas.
This is usually done by some church group and others who
raised money and packed boxes of cigarettes, chocolate
barg, items of clothing, and other comforts. From iy notes
I had an eptry of a meeting on April 19, 1245 of a meeting
at the Canada Paper Clublhouse re. victory celebrations.
April 15, 1845 rremorial services at the St. Ceorge Anglican

Church for President Rosevelt. HNMay &, 1245 holiday for the
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V~IL Day parade, August 15, 1945 was the V-1 Day. August 10,
1%4¢ a party at the community hall Offerd Road near Sherbroole
for returned soldiers,

I must not forget that about four miles from here at
St. Francois Ixdvier dJde Drompton the Alr Force had an air
field vhere many boys started theilr early training in small
ailr planes for the Air Torce. JFveryday small planes were
in the air. The famous flver building was also there. A
severe air accident took place on Octolber ¢, 1243 vhen 24

members of the R.C.ALT. in the liberater bomber on a flight

&

from Gander Lake, Hewfoundland to Rockeliff, Ottawa dis-

appeared in a storm. Scven hundred and eight flights were

made to try to find this big plane with a cost estimated at

nearly a milliorn dollars without success. MNearlv two and a

halfll years later in June an air bush rescue pilot looliing

fTor a Horseman was reported nigsing but later {urned up

reported seceing thewreckage of the Liberator embedded deep

in the the dense undergrowtl: against a sheer cliff. »

scarch varty headed by scuadron leader Parry Cop of the R,C,A,T,

toolk an artisan trip ur the 2800 foot peall of Blacl Mountain,

highest in the district, akout 10 miles southwesst of St. Donna
A ;{f;

came to the sight., Later with sacred riq%ts a triple funeral

service was held on July 3, 1946. The men were buried bheneath

a stone carrdy, funeral scrvices wvere performed by three army

chaplins and 23 white crosses and a star of bDavid marled their

resting place, This accident is of varticular interest to nme
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as a cousin of mine, Sergent V.G. lielotten, navigatior, lost
hig life in this alr disaster.

An interesting war issuce stanps including Hing Ceroge G
in Havy unifeormm the one and five cent stamps. Army uniform
the two and four cent stamps. Alr uniform the three cent.

o four cent grain elevator and freightor and an cight cent
farm scene. The ten cent parliment huildings at Ottawa,
ihirteen and fourtcen cent Canadian ram tank. A twenty
cent Canadian corvethand the fifty cent, 25 pounder feul
gun. And one dollar a Canadian destroyer. The post office

ol
)

also issued slogans related to the war effort for cancellation

purposes. One of the famous ones was the large "V for

3,

victory including the Horis code three dots and a dash.

Besides, for instance, "Save metal, rags, and waslte paper."
"Conserve coal, one ton iwm five.," "Duy victory bonds.," These

were issued for many obther themes, many bilingually.

/
. wef .
buring wars people in the arm forces write letters and
&

others write to them. Owing to the necessity of secreéy.
we had letters of which the envelope may have interesting
particularties. Sone are mailed stanpless with a few post
office hand stamped cancellation., Some stamp renoved and
pasted Ly censor on active service., e also had air mail
envelopes which is nmade of light-weight paper and written
on the inside of the envelope. Another envelope made the
nark U.S. Army Postal Service and they had originated in

Africa and another could he from Australia according to
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the necessity of the secrecy nothing shows the original
until vou can ask the gender.

Well, ladies these are some of the memorial memories
T have of the war vears and I hone it will be of help to
yOou .,

This is further to what is already on the tape, The
ladies here in the town during the war effort had a room
over at the Chateau Windsgor lotel and past their time there
making up bandages and gauze and things that were required
in the war effort. These would ke packaged up and sent over
to Furope as reguired. lMany people did knitting and some of
them tooll it to church on Sunday to hurry and get the work

done.



