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FOREWORD
by
Hally Carrington Brent

(Written at New Orleans, La., March, 1948)

IV struggling through the five volumes of M. J. Edmond
Roy's history of the Seigneurie de Leuzon, written in
French and unindexed, 1 have been motivated by a burning
desire to clear a mystery concerning one branch of my
husband's ancestry. My mother-in.law, Rosella Kenner
Brent, descended from the last two Seigneurs de Lauzon,
had always maintained that these Quebec ancesters de-
scended from the larquis de Lauzon, first Seigneur de
Lauzon, who, she said, was a brother of the Duc de Levy,
af ter whom %he town of levls was named,

Many years ago I became curious about the line of dew
scent in this highly romantic branch of the family, and
anxious to procure suthentic deta concerning the progen-
itors. It must have been twenty years ago that I first
pald a visit to . Roy, archivist of the records of Que-
bec, and put my questions to him, I remember that he
had little time and less patlence,

"Let me tell you,” he seid shortly, "the famous Marquis
dg Lauzon left no heirs and had no brothers. The Duc de
Levy was no relation whatever of his. 4s for the name

st de Lanzon, which you ask sbout, there were no peo-
ple of that name in Canada."

I was thoroughly mystified, and set about doing a little
research of my own on the subject, but found the matter
more and more confusing. I know now that M. Roy had the
power to explain the whole metter in a few words, giving
me all necessary informationj but, in the light of the set
of books which only came to my knowledge in 1947, I now un-
derstand the delusion under which he labored., M. Roy fol-
lowed the family of Charest through four generations in
Canade, he gave what information he could concerning theijp
departure after the French and English war which ceded
Canada to Englend, their return to France and subsequent
emigration to San Domingo, finally brushing off the sub-
Ject with the words, "They undoubtedly perished in the
negro insurrection and massacres of 1793." We oW know
that they did not,



The matter was especially confusing to me, because, al-
though I recognized in ¥, Roy the highest au%hority in Can-
eddan lore, I had equal confldence in the statements given
out by my mother~in-law, whose information was derived from
her own grandmother, who in turn was the granddaughter of
one Francois Gh§£§§£Z%9_Lanzon, born at the Seigneurie de
Lauzon in Pointe de Lévy, Canada, whose father was the last
French Seigneur: de Lauzon, who transferred to San Domingo
and married there Perine Therése de Gourney; that this gen-
tleman escaped with his family from San Domingo in the mas-
sacre of 1793, and removed first to Jamalca, where the rece
ords show he married off his daughter %o a ﬁrenchman
Plerrs Francols dy Bourg, en emigre from the French ﬁavolu-
tion, and that they all removed in 1801 to New Orleans,
which city holds all the later records of the family, I
looked bewilderingly alsoc atv the old coat-of-arms bearing
the name de Lauzon which had hung in my mother-in-law's
house and now hung in mine,

The Marquis left no heirs by that name? What was the
meaning of 1t all? VWhy did the coat-of=-arms decorate our
houses? The question had remained an enigma to me all
these years, and has only Just been cieared by the detall-
ed histories of both the de Lauzon and Charest families as
set forth in M. Roy's books. Irom thls history I have
tried to glean all the facts, but I am prepared to find
that I have missed some poinis, owing to the fact that M.
Roy undertook to give the stories of more than one hun-
dred of the early settlers in that part of Canada, scate
tering his facts through the flve volumes, often without
gequence, presumably as he discovered hls bits of informa-
tion from the archives.

In order tocfacilitate the recogniticn of a direct pro=-
genitor to the Bringler-du Bourg-Kenner-Brent family, 1
have underssored in red the ancestors' names wherever they
Occul‘. tr-\é\ v,{) %c,i_j,w\.iill\

The Selgneurie de Lauzon was located immediately oppos=-
ite the promontory of Quebec City, on land which now com-
prises the citles of Lévis and Lauzon, and was bounded on
one side by the St., Lawrence River, fwo rivers flowed
through it, the Chandisere end the Etchemin, It comprised
218,816 square arpents de terre (acres) of what is now
calied the Comté de Lévis, The Seigneurie was establish-
ed originally during the time of Champlaine in 1624, The
land was given to Benri de Levy, Duc de Ventador, nephew
of Admiral de Montmorenci, 1In 1625 it changed hands and
went to Simon de Maitre, under the system of proprietary
government, ylelding quit renta to the Governor,

_ The land opposite Quebec City was known as Pointe de
Levy, after the Duc of that name. The present city of




Levis was not so nasmed t111 long after, in 1765, when
the Chaevalier de Lévis, descendant of Ihe original Henri
de Levy and hero of the Battle of St. Foye in the French
and English war for the possession of Canada, gave it,
hls name, He changed the spelling of the name from Levy
to Levis. This hero died in 1787. Prior to 1636 the
Seigneurie was possibly kmown only as Pointe de Levy
but that year de Maltre gave over the title to Jean de
Lauzon, & Frenchman of noble origin tracing his family
back to the twelfth centyry.

; At thig time Cardinal Richelieu, with the consent of
King Louis X111, declded to establish a Roman Catholie
colony, including members of the nobility in France, in
Cenada., Jean de Lauzon was chosen to direct the en%ire
enterprise, taking over as hils compensation and share of
land the beautiful property claimed by Henrl de Levy and
later owned by de Maitre, De Lauzon was named the Gov-
ernor of the whole eof lLa Nouvelle France, He brought
with him noble families, planning to hold a miniature
court in the new country. The Marquis' son, also named
Jean, was made Le Grande Séméchal, and he became the
idol of the colony.

The Governor was a wise ard good man, end all went
well Wntil 1662, when, in the bloody warfare carried on
continually between the colonists and the Irogquois Ine-
dians, the young Grande Sénéchal, after a battle on the
Isle é'Orleans * was discovered killed and scalped by
the Indlans. rief perveded the colony, and the Marquis
was plunged into such distress that he abandoned his
plans for settlement, and returned to Frence, never to
set foot on the scene of tragedy again,

We now will take up briefly the history of one of the
earliest outstanding colonist, Francols Bissot, Sieur de
la Riviere, who arrived in Quebec from Normandy in 1647,
He married Marie Couillard, of excellent femily, who was
graduated in the first class at the Ursuline Convent in
Quebec., Marie was but fifteen years of age, Her youth
at her:marriage 1s accounted for by a ruling in effeet at
that time in France relating to the colonles which re=-
quired that girls marry at fomrteen or fifteen and boys
at sixteen or seventeen, in order to advance the popula-
tion, Fathers who failed to comply with this rule were
deprived of the privileges of fishing and hunting., BEo-
ngigg were offered to parents having a dozen or more
¢ ren,

*One sees today on the Isle d'0Orleans an historic mark-
er in broaze on the spot where the much loved young de
Lauzon was killed, It stands on the eastern side of the
road that circles the island,-H. C. B,



Francols Bissot was thirty-four when he marrie n. WE
had left his home of Pont Audemer, an ancient town iw
Normandy, in the parish of Notre Dame des Pres, son ot
Jean Bissot, Esquire, Sisur de Gommer, Homme Honorable.
He was bent upon seeking his fortune, and, flnding 1t,
waslgeenly aware of the vast opportunities of the new
Worlide

A

5 Marie : : ggs t?e daggh{gr of Guillume ng;%i_

ard, Esquire, an s wife, Guillemette Hebert, Cou
lapd settled ﬁpon his daugh%er as dot "800 pounds Tour-
nois," money of Tours, while Bilssot,on the day of his
daughter's marriage assured his bride of forty pounds
Tournois, payable "au prix de Roi," & varying value,
following the anclent custom of Normandy.

One of the first acts of Francols Bissoi in his new
abode was the acquisition of land at Pointe de Lévy on
the Seigneurie de Lzuzon., He proceeded to bulld 1n
1652 a small house on a crescent of land sheltered in
a bay having a beeutiful outlock of the rock of Quebec
opposite. The small house was dwarfed Ifurther beneath
huge trees.

In acquliring this large concession of land from the
Marquis de Lauzon, Blssot came in contact with the Mara
quis, who, recognizing his ability, pressed him into
service in colonial business, findin
responsible,

In 1660 the colony advanced in size and stability
owing especially to additional rules laid down by the
French government. There were few women in the colony.
That the population might grow, transportation and teme
porary support were offered young women to venture here.
Hundreds of gay, attractlve, carefully selected girls
were chosen in France to become wives of the early set-
tlers, taken principally from the French orphanages.

The enterprise was supervised by the Ursuline Sisters
in Quebec and in Frence,' In this system the young men
who had proved themselves industrious and self-support«
ing and who possessed houses of thelr own received first
choice amongst the prospective brides over the less res
sponsible aspirants.

g him clever and

At about this time, when the colony was assuming more
definite shape, Francois Bissot, in the service of the
Seigneur de Lauzon, made many trips to France on Golon-
ial business, He saw the requirements of the budding
colony, and asked for a concession of land on which te
build a mill at Pointe de Levy. A4s de Lauzon's speclal
man of business, he later acquired a Seigneurie for him-
self, and became Sieur de la Riviere, but he continued
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at Levy, He replaced his original small house with a
large one of stone whitened with chalk, Like the first
humble one, 1t stood sheltered in the bay under the
large trees, with en extensive view across the river

to Quebec, Fortune favored the Bissot family, It was
a subject of pride ghat at the baptism of their daught-
er Cathering in 1655 the viceroy, Jean de Lauzon, had
assisted and had signed the register. It was ad if the
Kigg himself had been present in person at the christ-
ening, :

Bissot was busy with plans, He was used to the sea,
having passed his boyhood in Pont Audemer, on the coas{
of Normandy, among flshermen., He envisioned the future
of the vast new country, the possibilities of greét
trade in trapping fishlng and seal-catching along the
St, Lawrence and éaguenay Rivers. He began exploring
in Labrador, where he became friendly and traded with
"les Basques audacieux," practiced fishermen of those
waters, Bisggg next oﬁtaingd a concession to build a
tannery at Pointe de Lévy, the first in Canada, -

It was in 1665, when Bissot was establishing his in-
terests in meny dire tions, that there appeared on the
scene two brothers, ktienne end Jean Charest, settling
on a modest plece of property on l'Isle d'Orieans made
over to them by a widow, Renee Mahue. The archives say
they were sons of,Eiazg%ﬁghazgggj of Poltlers, France, .
and his wife, Renee lerle, both of Sainte Redégonde, \
eveche de Poitiers. Etienne was born there in 1661, In
registering his name, each of the Charest brothers
slgned "Tanneur" after it,

Astute Francols Bissobt at once engaged the two young
men to work in his tannery. He was especlally impress-
ed with the elder, Etienne, who was keen, quiet, induse
trious and ambitioug, He seemed the mos£ outstanding

oung man to enter the ¢olony. In a short time Bissot

d selected _ngﬁﬂg_ghhzﬁat.for his son-in-law, a huse
band for his daughter Cagherine, He settled 2 do0o
pounds upon her, taking LEtienne into partnersh{p with
him in all his enterprises on %he day of his marriage,
Etienne, in turn, assured his wife of 500 pounds, Bis-
sot had discovered that Etiénne, in addition to his land
on the Isle of Orleans, had sméil holdings Roitiers
and environs in France, and he was well satisfied with
the worldly connection., In taking Etienng into part-
nership, Bissot gusranteed Charest one-fourth of the

rofits in all of his meny enterprises, In gddition,

e not only agreed but insisted upon supportihg the
young couple and any children they might have for the



first three years after their marriage.

4s the years rolled on, the names of Francois Bis.
got and his son-in-law became ones to conjure with in
Caneda in the industries of milling, leather making,cod
fishing, seal-catching and trading.

Bissot's second daughter, Clare, had married the ex-
plorer, Louls Joliet, discoyerer in 1673 of the liss<
1ssippl River.* Thas unfortunate Joliet, in spite of
his great contributions to history, died unrecognized
and ignored by both his fellow Canadians and the French
government, He died in poverty. Bissot's youngest
son, Francols Joseph, was of an adventurous spirit, He
passed most of his life in Labrador furthering the ine
terests of his father and brother-in-law, He returned,
however, finally, and died in Quebee, He 1s buried in
the Quebec Basilica.

Another son of Bissot was Jean Baptist, Seigneur de
Vincennes, who, following the example of his brother-
in.law, Louis 3oliet became an explorer, pushing on
to what 1s now the state of Indlana, where eventually
he was captured by the Indians and ﬁurnt elive, The
capital of Indiana Territory was named Vincennes in vy 4/ v/, 7
his memory,

Francols Bissot, man of integrity and foresight
having furthered the advancement of everything wor{h
while in the colony for church and state, died at the
Hotel Dieu in Quebec City on' July 26, 16%3. He lies
buried in the cemetery adjoining the o0ld hospital,

His widow lived many years after him, not dying till
October 22, 1703, at Balnte Plerre on the Isle of Ore
leans, BSometime after Bigsot's death she had married
Jacques de la Lande, a Basque with whom her husband
had traded in Labrador., La Bande was a devoted huse
band, and he showed great affection for all of Bis-
sot's children, He had spetial admiration and love
for Louls Jollet and his wife Clare, After the death
of his wife, La Lande decided to return to his beloved
Basque coun%ry in his netive Pyreneces, and, in so do-
ing, made over all his Canadian property and personal
belongings to his step-daughter, Clare Joliet, the exe
plorer having by that time died, leaving her with 1it.
tle means of support.,

*Joliet penetrated the wilds of what now 1s Wiscon-
8in to the head of the river. De Boto already had ex-
Plored the mouth in Lonisiﬁna.n-ﬁ. Cs Ba



As has been said, Francols Blssot had been a public-
minded man as well as a successful one, He had receiva-
ed one concession of land after another from the King
for colonelal purpeses, One request had been for land
on which To bulld a church at Pointe de Levy, Be con-
trived to procure @& a wise and good curd in the per-
son of Pere Boucher., This outstanding man passed the
rest of his life as the priest of the parish, which was
called St. Joseph's, Pere Boucher was an in{ellectual
a8 well as a spiritusl man, and he began collecting
books to form a library for the whole ¢ommnity at
Pointe de Levy.

Although Bigsot laid all the plens for the erection
of St. Joseph's Church, the actual responsibility of
construction fell upon his son=~in<law, Etienne Charest
because, just prior te the beginning of the buildiné“ﬁ&
1673, Francois Bissot died, He had been a great power
in church and state in the colony. With deepest inter-
est in the work of both the Jesults and the Ursulines
in Quebec City, he had greatly assisted both orders, He
was also a judge for Pointe de Levy in hieg last years,

To keep abreast of the story, we must return to the
succession of the Seigneurs de Lauzon, After the death
of Jean de Lauzon's son, the Grande Sénéchal, massacred
by the Iroquois, the old Seigneur brokenheartedly return-
ed to France, He took up hls abode in Paris, at the
cloister of Netre Dame Cathedral, where his second son
Louis, was a canon, He left the Seigneurie in the hands
of a younger son, Charles de Lauzon de Charney, as re-
gent for the son of the murdered Grandg Senechal, then
in Paris with his mother, Anne des Prés de Lauzon, This
boy was named Charles Joseph. He was the fourth Seign-
eur de Lauzon., In 1664 Anne des Prés married again,
Claud de Mermen, Sieur de la Martiniere, who, from then
on took over the regency of the young Charles Joseph,
Adhering to the feudal custom, the old Seigneur saw to
the children of his deceased son, keeping them under
his care., Charles Joseph, therefors, lived with him
in close companionship in Paris at the cloister of Notre
Dame Cathedral,

Leaving again the Seigneurie de Lauzon and returning
to the history of the Charest family, from church records
in Pointe de Lévy and from a census of 1681, we learn
that s €tienne, signing himself again "Tanneur," was
thirty-eight years old, His wife, Cather
was twenty-six. They had at this time six children:
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Marie, aged 10 Etienne, aged 3
FrancSQSe, aged 8 rie, ;ged \ 2
Genéviéve, aged 6 Catherine, aged 6 months

ﬁgienns was born April 24, 1678, Louls Joliet signing as
godfather at his bapﬁism.’ :

In the census it is stated that Etlenne hed the only
horse in the Seigneurie de Lauzon, everyone else owning
oilly oxen, At this time'practicaily all transportation
was done by cance, Each man's land, if possible, stretche
ed to the water, Thls explains the long, narrow fields
gt1ll existing in the country teday. It is known that
Etienne Charest I had two other sons born after the ceh-
sus of 1681, About them nothing is known except that
they became members of the Recollets Fathers, And yet
another son, Jean Baptist, born 1683, who later took the
name of Charest Duflls an& was largei asgoclated with
his elder brother, Etienne 1I,in all his ventures.

Btienne Charest I died in 1702 and 1is buried in 8t,
Joseph's Church, which, on a square "arpent de terre"
his father-in-law, Francois BissoB, had designed for
its erection end which Charest had furthered since 1673,

An inventory of 1699 lists Etienne Cherest as having
amassed a fortune of many tqusand pounds., it states
that he and Catherine Bissog had hed twelve children,
that their property at Polnte de Lévy was estimated at
10,400 pounds and included a house, a tannery, a stor-
age house for lee, flour mills, "deux mus par l'eau,"
At this date Etlemne 38t I signed his name simply
"Charest." A e time of his death, by his request,
wearing apparel and linen were distributed to the poor
of the parish, In the Church of St. Joseph, in recog-
of the gift of land and Turtherance of the church con
struction and suppoyt, £tienne Charest had been allot-
}ea the first pew in the church for the use of hls fame

ly in perpetuity,

- o~
At the death of Etienne Charest Sr,, his son Etienne
was but twenty-threé years old, but, with quiet assur-
ance, he took over all the vast enterprises of his fath-
er and grandfather Bissot.' He had inherited not only
his father's ability, but he began to prove himself a
man of rare wisdom, 1ntel};gence, Judgment and entere<
ﬂrise. He continued to maintain, in comjunction with
is brother Jean Baptistm?known as Dufils), all the in
tricate ventures of his father, "“the humblé tanner

whom Bissot had persuaded to come to him from the Isle
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d'Orleans, Of this large famlly of Charest Sy, only
one son, éis_i_fa.&na, perpetuated the name, two sons have
ing entered monasteries, and the youngest, Jean Pap-
tist, dying without heirs.

But of the large family of twelve children of Eti-
enne and Catherine Charest, one besides Btiepne II be-
came known to posterity. this was Genevisve, She was
amongst the oldest, and her great favorlite amongst her
brothers and sisters was Ursule, born after the census
of 1681, making Genevidve fifteen years her senlor.

Both of these girls were educated according to family
tradition at the Ursuline Convent. They llved in a
small house near the old St. Joseph's Church at Pointe
de Lévy., They both were beautiful and charming, Cen-
evieve was like a mother to her younger sister, and when
Ursule died before her twenty-first birthday, Geneviéve
became Inconsolable. She altgred her entire mode of life.
She gave over to her brother Htienne all the ample in-
come left her by her father, asking only that a small
annuity be kept for her, °8&he seldom went out except to
visit her brothers of the Recollets order in (uebec,

and on affairs of the church, &he used all her means to
equip and beautify St. Joseph's Church, and arranged all
the flowers and washed and mended the church linen her-
self. She was ealled "Mad., La Veuve." A pew was bought
by her in the church which she assigned to the Charest
heirs in perpetuity.

Although the cause of Genevidve's changed mode of life
was attributed to the death of her sister, there were
people who gave another explanation, A iegend grew up
about her which exists today, true or untrue. On the
banks of La Riviere du &ud there stood ruins of rocky
walls which, the story goes, were once part of a chapel
erected by a woman commemorating her lover lost at sea,
Today this ruin is shown by guldes to visitors as "le
Rocher de la Chapelle," and the heroine 1s Mad. La Véuve,

Genevidve also was instrumental in the erection of
several small chapels both at Levy and on the Isle 4'Or-
leans. &he wished to be burled in a chapel called "Notre
Dame de P1tig,” but, as no ground nearby had been conse-
crated for burials, her brother Etienne arranged for her
to be buried in ol& 8t. Joseph's Church. ©She was known
as a saint, dying in 1750 at the age of seventy-five,
However, her memory might easily have been lost but for
two things, the legend and the name given after her to
the small town on the Etchemin River of "Ste. Geneviéve."




Returning for a moment to the affairs of the Seign-
surlie, Charles Joseph had come to msnhood and should
have taken the reins of Governor from his stepfather,
de Martiniere, but his mother, Anne des Pres de Lau-
zon, hed continued in Canada, ' As her son remained in
France, she menaged indirectly the Seigneurie for a
quarter of a century, and died in 1689, Charles Jos-
eph, fourth Seigneur, had visited Quebec, but soon aft-
er his return to France in 1688 had star%ed on a voyage
and never was heard of again, He had merried in France
Marguerite de Gobelin.

The sudden deaths of both her husband and mother-in-
law occurring at nearly the same time decided Margue
rite Gobelin de Lauzon to sell the Seigneurie, &he
parted with it for 4,000 pounds to Thomas Bertrand,
Bertrand thus became the fifth Seigneur,

In 1699 Bertrand resold the Seigneurie. This time
1t went to Georges Regnaud, Sieur du Plessis, vwho be-
care the sixth Seigneur de Lauzon, These changes met
with the approvsl of the crown, Du Plessis, though at
heart a Bood man, was full of new ideas tha% dlspleased
the people, He ﬂecame unpopular and especially har-
assing to Etienn t, who, like his father and
grandfather, assisted and advised the government in
e¢olonial ma%ters. Du Plessis finally suffered a shate
tering blow in the destruction by fire,in the regents’
palace, of the state papers, Having never met with suca
cess in the colony, and at the time having sustained
heavy personel losses, he decided to sell the Selgn-
eurie de Lauwzon. Du ﬁlessis had never lived at Pointe
de Lévy, though he had chosen e site for a magnificent
manor house and his wife had brought presents to St,
Jospph's Church, indicating their intention to remain,

On March 28, 1714, Du Plessis, for the sum of 40,-
000 pounds, sold the Seigneurie &a Lauzon to Etlenne
Chg_{rrgit_n.. Du Plessis died immedlately after, His
widew received little benefit from the sale of the
property owing to the faet that she was obliged to pay
cut large sums in collecting data with which to replace
the destroyed state papers.

One year before his purchase of the Seigneurie de Lam~
zon, on February 6, 1713, Charest married in Quebec City
Therése du Roy, The contract says she was elghteen
years old, he thirty-five, Although a foremost cltizen
and a prominent men, he became additionally important
by his marriage, which allled him with the best fami-
lies in la Noukelle France. All the officers of the




colony, the Seigneur de Laugon, du Plessis, and all of
the no%ables of the surrounding country signed the mars
riage reglster. They were married amidst this brilliant
assemblage in the Quebec Cathedral, M., du Roy settled
34000 pounds upon his daughter, who was known for her
beauty and charm, Etienne assured his bride 8,000
pounds and annuity of %00 pounds 4n addition., Two
years after Lt 's marriage and one year after his
succession to the Seigneurie de Lauzon, his brother
Jean Dufils died. This wee in 1719, only a year after
his marriage to Loulse Allemand, Dufils' death wag a
great grief to Etienne, though they met infrequently,
as Duflls passed a large part of hils time in Labradoer,
extending there his dbrother's interests., He was essene
tially a man of the sea, and often voyaged on his bro-
ther's affairs to Martinigue and the A ntilles, He is
buried in the Quebec Cathedral,

Zticnne Charest I1, the seventh Seigneur de Lauzon,
was the f£irst To live on his property and among his peoc-
ple, who still held to old feudal customa, They had no
foa® of him, however. He was the most respected, most
beloved man in the entire colony, and he begen great
improvements for the people: He built roads twenty-four
feet in width, replacing the crooked peths; he furthered
education and commercial progress: lore and more people
asked for concessions of laznd on lils domain, One inters
esting item, picked up in the archives of the day, ale
ludes to adherence to the o0ld feudal custom, by all the
inhabitants, of planting on the first day of lay each
Jear a hawthorn tree on the estate of the Seigneur, in
recognition of thelr concessions of land,

Unaffected by hls important position, the Seigneu
worked tirelessly: Luring all the time he was develop=
ing his lands to the highest state of cultivatlon, he
wvas enmeshed in a thriving commerce with Labrador., Al
so, he advanced money, outfitted ships, collected mer-
changise for and from other countries, His own ship, the
St. Etienne, took him across the seas to foreign  lands,
But at the zenith of his good fortune he wes gtricken
with a great sorrow, ggggg_gu,ﬁnz, beautiful and the
only love of his life, whom he had married six years
before, died at the age of twenty-four. On April 13,
1719, she was buried in the Quebec Cathedral. They had
four childrens:

Joseph larie, b, 1713, d. 1719
Tnorese, b. 1715
o s bs Pebruary 26, 1718
Joseph, b. April k, 1719



Etienne summoned his nisce, Catherine Boucher de
Montbrune, to the Selgneurie o keep house for him and
make a home for his children, The old house built by
Francols Bissot beceme the manor house, It stood six-
ty feet long of whitened stone. It is said the beaunty
of the cutlook from the bay next te the Pointe de Lévy
wag that of the Bay of Naples, OSeen from the manolr
were, at a near distance, the water mills, the wind
mills, the tennery eighty feet in hwemés length, the
bakery, the ice house, the stables, barns and g%geonp
aires. Io the north iay the Isle of Orleans, ¢ City
of Quebec loomed opposite,

There wes luxury as well as comfort in the manor
house, 4 View of the great room of the manor would
show on the walls tapestries from Hungary (pointe de
Hongaule), a large centre table, sofas and chairs of
mancade, four tebourets of the same, a tall clock, a
large mirror sixty by twenty~three inches with goi
leaf frame, Coverings and curtains were of nile green
serge, Rugs of fur covered the floor, Curtains were
looped back during the day wihsh brass vergettes tamia
gent, Large sconces adorned the walls for light. Two
large cupboards of walnut faced each other across the
room, one holding blue end white china from Indla, the
other linens, toile de Rouen. &

0Of silver, Charest possessed one large sppon for serv-
ing vegetables, one ragout large spoon; fourteen knives,
gighteen silver forks, six coffee spoons; one ilmmense
gobla;, three silver cups, three salt ceilars end one
ecueunle,

At the far end of the large room was seen the Seigns
eur's bed with swansdown mattress, huge in diuenslons
and hung with nile green curtains of serge to draw from
floor to ¢eiling, Vhite caribou skins covered the bed,

From this great room opened all the lesser rocus, The
kitchen glowed with brass pots and vessels of all de-
scriptions,

In the Ygreate room" Etienne Charest attended to bus-
iness and received his friends, His coet, de drap d'El-
beuf, was trimmed with gold buttons, He wore black seege
stockings from Paris, a fine chemise of tolle de Rouen
trimmed with finest iace, and a cravat of mousseline.

5 :
Quietly, here, Ztlenne listened with sympathetic ears
to the troﬁbles énd Joys of his paysant friends, He call-
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ed them "brave gens." Did he not know, as proved by his
family, the results of industry, perseverance and right
thinking? He gave wise advice always. In spltae of pose
sessing now a vast fortune, Charest worked harder than
any man within the Seigneurie.

His only daughter, Thérése, became the wife of Jean
Baptist Charley, Charest set%led 10,000 pounds on her,
with the stipulation that nothing further could be de-
nanded from the Seigneurie .

His oldest son, Joseph Marie, having died, and his
youngest son, Joseph, taking, like his uncle, the name
of Dufils, again an ttionne was the only ons to carry
on the name of Charest, ﬁ? degrees,Charest was becom-
ing more and more & power in the colony, In 1730 he
bought a house in Quebec City, a comfortable edifice of
stone twenty~four by sixty-three feet in size, It stood
on la rue Sous le Fort, eing the need of general mer-
chendise for the people, he next bought two properties
and turned them into stores, onme in Quebec City, the
other at Pointe de Levy, pu{ting competent men in charge
of them, Inventories in the two stores listed the fol-
lowing articles, available now to the commmity and
bringing life to a more comfortable, happy pitch for
everyones -

Bolts of flowered gauze Weaving wools, silks
striped satin, red, green, blue, Shoes

Candebee caps Goat skins

lpomsted gelloons Needles and threads
2ilk handkerchiefs Chinaware

Stockings from Paris Earthenware

Teile de 85t. Jean Kitchen utensils
Toile de Rouen Nails

Taffeta from England Sclssors from Siam
Linen from Hollsnd Tools

Linen from Naples Brushes and combs
French batliste Hardware

Sealskin slippers Olive oil

Lace d'Alencon Coffee

Gloves from Siam Suger

Belts from Granada Wines from France

The French colonist drank wine to the exelusion of
all other alcchollc beverages., There 18 an instance in
the records of a parish priest refusing Christian burial
to an exporter of eau de vie, brandy, into the Quebec
settlement, Strenge wares were named in Charegt's in-
ventory of his stores, ferrets emong them, These stores
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contalned, certainly, a comprehensive assortiment of
stack.

Like his father and grandfather, Etienne Il inter-
ested himself in the good work of Ehe Ursullnes and the
Jesuits, Under the latter, a second parish wes set up
at Pointe de Levy, upon Seigneurial grounds, It was
called 8t. Nicholas,

L also bought two more houses in Quebec City
which he rented, They were on la Place de la Basseville
on rue St. Plerre,

But %%QIQ&I_II.was not to enjoy old age amongst his
welle-established surroundings., According to the feudal
custons of the day in La Nouvelle France, prayers were
seid every Sundey for the Seigneur and nls family in all
the parlish churches, On a Sundey in May, 173k, Pere |
Boucher, of 8t. Joseph's, announced that there would be
no incense, no holy water, no blessed bread presented

at the Seigneurial pew. ihis dramatic snnouncement
heralded the sed tidings of the sudden death, on May 11
1734, of the seventh Seigneur de Lauzon, Etienne Chares
II, He had succumbed to excess of responsibilities and
exertion, He 1s turied under the Seigneurial pew in 8¢,

Jospph's,

Etienne Charest died one of the richest men in the
entire colony, and the most beloved and respected, as
the man who had contributed most to the welfare of the
people, the progress and cultural life of the colony,

- &t the time of his death his two sons were minors,
Etienne aged seventeen and Joseph aged fifteen, dJean
Eapfigt Charley, the hushand of his only daughter
Thérese, took the reins, representing his wife and two
brothers-in-law, Charley was liked and respected, but
he was not a man of business ability, He was then
thirty years old, He was overwhelmed by the intrica-
cles of Charest's far-reaching industries. One inter-
esting incident connected with settling the estate is
recounted as follows: In carrying out the instructions
of the will, Charley was to open a certain drawer in a
brassbound cabinet in the great room, inspect and count
the contents of gold and silver, which was to be kept im-
tact until ‘s two sons became of age., The box
contained 24,043 pounds,

as has been said, Etienne Charest II, the first Char-
est_Seigneur de Lsuzon, had brought into his house his
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niece, Catherine Boucher de Montbrune, as the lady of
his household, g%gxﬂﬂj.promised her the sum of 3,000
pounds if she would bring up his boys and manageRx his
domestic affairs, Catherine de Montbrune was of fine
character, and an dttractive woman, "hen Charest's health
began to decline, she became nurse as wsll as housekeep-
er, and tended hlm devotedly. Charest had given into -
the safekeeping of his sister Geénevidve, "Mad, La Veuve,"
a small metal casket containing 3,000 pounds for Cath-
erine de Montbrune, When it was opened after the Seigne
eunr's death, it was found to contain another 3,000
pounds, also for her, this as a tribute for her devo-
tion during his last years of illness, Immediately af-
ter his death Catherine married, having deferred her
marriage for years owing to his dependence upon her,

Etienne Charest II left in his will five pounds to
each o s nephews, 100 pounds to his cousin, the
Seigneur de Eesumont, 100 pounds to his aunt iincennes,
whose husband had bgen captured and burnt alive by the
Indlans, and momey for his five house servents, 4
curlons item came t¢ light in the naming of one of
these servants, Jean Charest. It is not known exactly
whe this young man was., Fis posterity has caused cone
fasilon and trouble claiming relationship with the
fanily, - It is acepted by some that he was thg son of a

rieat of the famlly name and was adoptéd by Etienne

arest. In any cage, Charest befriendéd him, was one
of the signers of thie marriage contract; gave him a
present of money and some livestock at %he time of his
marriage. The many claims brought by the man's des-
cend%nts vere neyer substantiasted or upheld by the
coursgs,

On October 22, 1?#2,uE§&§EE§_§haxﬁaI_lll was married to
gi§%ggg%g_2:ghsiax_ygsa ers, of Quebec, daughter of
gierre Irottier-Desaunlars and his wife, Marguerite Char-
on, Joseph Charest Dufils married her sister Catherine,
The double wedding took place in St. Joseph's Church at
Pointe de Levy, There were present the Commander of
Labrador, the new Lieutenant Governor of Montreel and all
the outs%anding people of the colony, including many othe
%r Selgneurs, Among them was lU. de Lotbinlere of Platon,

tienne Charest III lived @uch- in Quebec City, In 1748,
according to the Quebee Cathedral records, he occupied
the fifth pew. In 1750 he is spoken of as the chief lay-
man of the cathedral.,

The two brothers Charest continued the great Charest
enterprises, but these nmen were of v very different




character and temperament, Etienne was consclentious
and thoughtful, like his father end his grandfather
Bissgt. Joseph was impulsive, bent on adventure. What
e loved best was the perils of the sea, BPut this on-
ly tended to sdvance the Charest fortunes, They paid
11,000 pounds for en immense brigantine armed with eight
cannon which they called "St. Francoisi® ® It made trips
to Labrador, Bordeaux and the Antilles, A%t one time it
garried 400 barrels of oll from Labrador to La Rochelle,
rance,

Etienne Charest III, when of age, took over with un-
derstanding end wisdom the business affairs of his fath-
er, and with difficulty straightened out the complica-
tions brought about by thg short mismanagement of his
brother-in-law Charley, Ltienne hed, as the fourth gene
eration from Francois Bissot, the family ability for fi-
nance. Y

The children of Ltienne Cherest III (eighth Sei
de Lauzon and second of the Charest name to be Selgneur)

a atherine Desaunieres were:

sktienne, born at Pointe de L&vy ‘Nov. 23, 1;ta
n 4 1]

b I N - i Dec, 12, i
Joseph, = . E s ¢+ s s Febs 5, 1746
Joseph Francois Zavier " e o 4+ o Aug, 25, 1747
Catherine, born at Lévy; later became nun., Jan, 31, 1749
Earie Joseph,” i » &+ o + o June &y 1750
Marie Catherine, .« . .. april 6, 1752

*#*%Phillipe Marie ¥ AQGIAY April -. 179

Louise, born at Lévy; died before 1775
liarie Hadelaine, born in Quebec City .
Therese " L .
Jdoseph Joliet, born in Loches, France

. Nov. 22, 17
. Dec. 26, 1755
. March 26, 1757

B Ty e TReEe T

iﬁtienne, known in San Domingo as "Cherest," adhering to
the French custom, In all probability was killed in the ne-
gro insurrection of 1793. -

*$Francols, ancestor of this history, bought land in San
Domingo which he named after the Seigneurie in Quebec "Lau-
%on." Signed himself as "Charest de Lauzon" or siumply "de

auzon, "

*4#%Phillipe Marle named his plantation in San Domingo
"Levy" and signed himself *Charest de lévy." Probavly kill.
ed in Insurrection.
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In 1754% there began the seven-year war between fnge
land and France for the possession of Canade,

Jogeph Charest Dufils threw himgself into the organiw
zation of a navy for La Nouvelle Franceé, having always
been a man of the sea and an expert in all sorts of
ships, He became a captain in the new navy. The col-
ony was assembling 1ts meagre resources for defense,
Bougainville and lontcalm implored help from both Frence
and Louisiagna. #&n English diarist; kceping notes through-
out the war, entered a telling bit of information concern-
ing the strategy practised by the Dritish navy in order
to commandeer Canadian pilots into thelr service to steer
their fleet up the treacherous channel of the St.lLawrence
River, He writes that the British ships flew the French
flag from their masthocads, It may be sald that from the
moment the British fleet sighted Quebec, French Canada's
fate was sealed, Pointe de Lévy was the first point of
attack by Genersl Wolle, Victorious in the battle, he
laid siege from there to Quebec City.

In 1758 Joseph Dufils carried out an audacious plan
of procuring food for the defenders, and made a trip to
France in “Le Soleil Royal," havihg gotten away through
a strateglc move up the river. He menaged not only to
g?t provisions but materlals to the defenders during the
slege,

Etlenne Chares though = captain in the militia, was
coupletely unused to military life. He threw himseif,
however, with such defermination and geal inte the work
of defense and showed such military ability, hée was soon
advanced to colonel at the head of the forces defending
Pointe de Levy against Wolfe and lMonkton. When the Brita
ish befame victorious at Lévy, they turned the church

and grounds into their encampment, using the church it-
self as a hosplital, ripping out aitars and pews, Gener-
als Wolfe and lonkton and their staffe established them-
selves here at St. Joseph's and in houges nearby.

It 1s interesting to read the account written by Knox
of the finding hidden in the woods of the many sealed
boxes of books collected over many years by Pere Boucher
the first devoted cur€ of St.Joseph's,which had been hidden
by Charest and others in a vain hope of saving them, EKnox
says that during the weary hours of the siege the British
whiled away many hours reading and studying these books.
Throughout the years parish,priests from isolated mise
sionary aregs had borrowed books from St.Joseph's at
Pointe de Levy, They considered this parish the cultural
center of Canada, ©Some of the books had necessarily been

Kwox
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lost. 4And efter the siege snd the British occupancy of
the premlises, there remained only books on theology and
eccleagtical history. However, previops to the war, in
1750, there had bgen made a list of the entire contents
of the library, end with this old list, Charest and othe
ers began the reassembling of the original library of
200 volumes. These cen be seen today, the ocutcome of
yeers of search and devoted Interest on the part of the
pari%@ioners_of old 5t. Joseph's which continued until
all the 1list of Pere Boucher had been duplicated.

Thi British flag flying over Pointe de Levy, misery
prevalled for the French Canadisns. lany of their houses
had peen put to the torch. Then followed the Battles of
Montmorenci, of St. Foye, where the Chevalier de Lévis
distingnished himself, and of the Plains of Abraham. From
the 014 manor house at Pointe de Lévy, the women and child-
ren, as in an amphitheatre, watched the 8,000 British sol-
dieﬁs scale the heilghts, end later the burning of large
portions of the city. The men of the place were fighting
in Quebec, across the river,

On the evening of wictory, the air thick with smoke and
the acrid smell of burning things weighting the ailmosphere,
fthe embalmed body of General Wolfe was brought across the
vt. Lawrence to lie in the British encampment at old St.
nEbseph's Church at Pointe de Lévy. Here 1t rested several
Jhours, untll the departure of the ship "Royal William,"

/ which started 1ts sad voyage that same night, bearing the

’ 'conqueror's hody to lie in state in Westminster Abbey.

;Montci&m died soon after, both generels having given up
; their lives in the final struggle.*

*Tn the Governor's Garden In Quebec one may see today

' a monument erected by King George IV of Great Britain,

commemorating slike the two galient generals. The founda
atlon stone was lald by "CGeorge, Earl of Dalhousie, Gove
ernor in Chief over all British possessions in North A=
erica.” It readss

In Memory of Two Illustrious len

f&F Wolfe and liontcalm,

Courage Gave Them a Common Death
History a Common Fame/
Posterity a Common Nonument .

a ~ November 15, 1827

i | - —H. C. B.
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The f£rightful winter of 1799 followed, The inhabitents
were without food and shelter,

a
Etienne Charest 111 became the hero of the situation,
Grimly, he threw all personal interests eside and enter~  juc -
ed g fruitless struggle to seb@tegs what he could of the %
rlghts end properties of the French people, For the next

three years he werked tirelessly, making trips to England

in their service, On one of his trips, in early March,

1763, he saw for the last time his courageous brother,

Joseph Dufils,; who had taken up his residence at La Ro-

chelle, Dufils ated on March 16, 1763, awd s buried in

La Rochelle, He left six children, all of whom married

and remeined in France,

The news of thée Versailles Treaty beconming known in
Canada threw the French there into direst consternatien,
Charest, signing the appeals,still to We seen in the are
chives, as Charest, Depute fegf Canada,’'sddressing let
ters of entreaty concexyning civil and religicus matters

to King George IIX of Emgland. He cutlined the meny
grievances and tragic situations of tha French nepple in
Canada. There are filed many letters in both England
and Carada between Lor? Halifex, Englend's Jecretary of

State, an? Ltionne Charest I1i, Charest continued to
vieit personaily the Fnglish Cabinet in behalf of the
French Canedians.

An interesting little encounter between le ChRvaliler
de Yery, vho had married in Cansda a ceusin of Charest's
through the Bisgots, i1s elluded to In g letter to his fame
ily at Pointe de Livy. He writes theét Léry also had buse
iress with the Englishh Government, end that at the Court
of S5t. James's his beautiful cousin, who had accompanied her
humsbend, was presented to the King. Oeorge I¥I fixed his
e{egmggon the serene beauty of Mademe de Lépy, and ex-
cla 3 <

"If all the French women of Cansda pcsséﬁa a similar
flawleﬁs beauty, ours has, indeed, been a worthwhile con-
ques t.

Charest passed the winter of 176k in England and France,
beconing more and more despondent end hopeless, He could
make little heasdway amid the delays and refusals, At last,
in that year, the French Cenedlens were given eighteen
months either to leave the soll of Canada or take the oath
of allegiance to England., His own situation confronted
Charest, Things bepan shaping themselves in his mind.
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Sorrowfully, he admitted to himself the impossibility of
continuing his life in Caneda under the changed condi.

tion of both state and church. His werm£riends Lord '\olio~
Halifax, holding Charesf in highest esteem and realige °*
ing the extend of his labors for hils French Csnadiamfs,
granted him an additionsl eighteen wénths in vhich to
liquidete his own affairs. o R

Charest felt he had no cholce, He advertised the
Seiemeurie for sale. Hils beautiful property comprised
many miles of ferm land, éontaining three parishes, 8t,
Joseph's, St. Nicholas', mnd St, Henrd, all of which
owed their creation and axistence to thle three success-
ive generations of Charests,

The 0ld 5t. Joseph's was in the process of restoratim
at this time, oighty parighloners having come together to
exanine the devastation atter the war, There was no altar
There were 1o pews, All the beautiful sgecessorles aeccumi-
lated by Vadamelweuve or Ste, Genevidve were destroyed,»

/Chérest considered with sorrow the renunciation of his
lend, Besides the farm lands and three parishes, the
veigneurie comprised many small, flourighing villages and
Zwo large towns, Pointe de Lévy, now Lévis, and ‘Lauzon,

11 of this progress was due to the wise governing of the
three generations of Charests., Iwo beautiful rivers flow-
€d through the property~'"those blue waters of the Chaue .

iere" and the Ltchemin. . ' -

From the year 1762 James Murray, the new and first Gove
ernor General of Canada, had leased the farm lands of the

f
{

155 *Although Bt. Joseph's was restored at the time, in-
| 1836 it was almost destroyed bg fire. The church to be
! seen there today dates from 1886 in 1ts outer frame.
jt Of the three churches of the Seigneuris, GLt. Hemri,
| on the Ltchemin River, is the best example 'of the old

| bulldings to be seen today. It stands,a 11fqie Gothie

_church, rich In fine pailntings, brought to it in 1793,

| some tnlrty years after Ghares%'a departure from Canada,
i These paitings were sent by the Grand Vicalfe des Jar-
dins for safekeeping and as a present Lo the parish from
France. They were brought by a French prigst escaped
from the French Revolwution. X R

In all of. the three churches established: on the

gzigneurie de Laugon, there are saild today once a year -

prayers for the wellbeing of the_descendagﬁgqu the -
arest family, in recognition of their devotion ig the
' ?Cn Lo

I

establishment and support of the churches,

F i
v
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Beigneurie. Now he bought the entire property. A4l
though much hed suffered destruction during the war
lurray hed seen the estate and surrounding land in %he
heyday of 1ts praosperity. He was a wise as well as a
Just and good man., Vith care and vision he set about
regtoring the Seigneurie. He was conslderate of the
people settled upor it, They worked together for re-
newed orderliness and fertility.

., It was on the twelfth day of February, 1765, that
Ctienne Charest IT1, for the sum of 3,750 inglish

pounds sterling, sorrowfully handed over the dear land
which for four generations had been hls family's home,
and of which for two generations the Charests had been
the Ceigneurs. But, in splte of his heavy heart, for-
tune had smiled warmly upan his family, seemjing to ue -
ward them for their benevolence and wisdom,'Charest II
having become a veritable father to the people about
him, Lven yet his kindness and charity and yuiet wis-
dom are proverbial in thg locality. The King of France,
Louis XV, bestowed upon Ltienne Charest the military or-
der of S%. Louls in recognition of his hercoism during
the defense of Polute de Lévy and the Siege of Quebec,
No more deserving recipient existed in Canada.

A gimilar order was extended to ancother member of the
family who again had taken the name of Charest Duiils,
There is filed in Quebec a series of letters between
Lord Partmouth, Dufils and French and Luglish members of
the State Departuents on thils subject, The correspond-
ence is strung over many years, Dbufils, a colonel of

,militia in Montreal, declined the honor, saying that,
®although it pleased his vanity," he was more than sixtye
three years of age end ,as his personal presence was re-
guired in Paris in order to reccive the badge of merit,
he was not sufficlently interested to c¢ross the seas to
procure it., He was then a subject of England. He had
relatives in France who were ammoyed at his refusal to
accept the honor, They would have liked the prestige

and the perquisites pertaining to it to he Irherited
later by them. But Dufils remained indifferent, spoke
of his financial competence and said he could live on
happily without any such recognition of his services.

As far as the financial position of Etilenne Charest
went, he came off far better than any one of ‘the colo=
nlsts, through the far-~-reaching enterprises of the great
grendfether E%%%gxi grandfather and father.qgagggt and
contlnued by gself, added to the fact that he had sold
the Seigneurie to Governor General Iurray and additione
ally received excellent prices from the incowming Fnglish
settlers for his three residences in Quebec City as well
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as for his store buildings, His personal fortune when
he left Canada totaled118,000 pounds. Having a large
family, he was grateful for his fortyne, but he seens
spiritually never to have recovered from the heartw
breaking wrench of renunciatilon and abandonment of his
beloved home. . : (RYRFEY

Hdaving wound up successfully all his intricate en-
terprises, there came a day when, with his wife and
children around him, he stood at the prow of his ship,
talkking a last look at the beloved rock of Cuebec, the

4 1

blue waters of the Chaudiere River mingling with the
dark 5t. Lawrence, the old church of St. Joseph, even
the ground for which had bcen given by his ancestorng
Biggot, and the busy mills, He could even see the
face of the hige clock his grandfather had erected to
aid the workmen, His eyes rested upon the milky cate
aract of the Falls of Montmorenei spilling into the
river. In thanking God for the prayers being said for
him at the moment in al)], tlree of the parishes,in sad
reuembrance of all tha; rave men who had feught with
honor in a glorious defeat and who now lay behind him,
"mort pour la patril,” hec bad: le Polnte de Ievy "un
supreme adleu," Etignga Charest 111 had been the
eighth and last Fgenchiseigneur de Lauzon.

And where was he going? King Louls XV of France had
offered habitation in JTouraine to Canadian.officers de-
siring te leave Canada, in a gesture of recognition of
their services in the war, Many femilies had found ref-
uge there. Charest would have some 0ld friends as neighe
bors in France, He had vigited France so often he was
familiar with it: Ee chose loches as the &pot in which
to live out the rest of his life. le was forty-seven
years old vhen he left Canade,

From letters still extant it is possible somewhat to
visualize his situation and environment at that time.
He had had thirteen chilldren by his wife Qg;hgxing_g§g§.
tier DesXaunieres, eleven of whom went with him on his
departure from Canada, However, almost immediately his
eldest three sons left France for San Domingo to seek
their fortunes. They wers Etienne Charest 1V, aged
twenty-twoj Francols, sged twenty-ocne (the ancestor of
this history), and Fhillip, aged twelve. Their father
started them off each with a nestegg of 10,000 pdunds with
w?ich to procure a plantation and bulld & house and buy
glLaves,

Charest had arranged to buy for himself a beautiful

house in Loches in "le Quartier des Prairies paroise de
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S5t., Ours.," He glves a description to friends in Que-
bec by letter., One entered the house through a vistl-
bule to the rez-de-chsussee. The salon looked cut up-
on,; on one side, the strcet, on the other, the river,
The diningroom overlooked a garden., ©Small rooms were
beyond the selon and diningroom, dJalleries were many.
The kitchen and service rooms lay below, bedrooms a-
bove, A series of forusl gardens wglesurvounded and
connected by cloisters. On the top floor, beneath the
liansard, were servants' rooms.*

from the 014 collegiate church, bullt in the tenth
century, Charest bought his house., In this patriap-
chal setting he brought up his younger children, ar-
renging exceptional warriages for them and settiing
15,000 sounds upon each as a dot.

All this was in contrast to the life of the average
emigre from Canada, many of whom became impoverished
after the war and involved in litigation with the Ung-
lish Government concerning their property and rights,
a struggle which dragged on for half a century,

For many years Charest kept in close eontact with -
his friends in Quebec, Tthat belowed country to be for-
gotten only in death,” Le signs hiumself siuply Charest,
as had his father. In 1775 he speaks of his three sons
as heving settled in Gan Dowingo in Das Bassin, Cap
Frencals in the parish of St. Marthe de lMarmalade, where
they all were engaged successfully in raising cof}ee and

’r

sugar. At that moment the eldest sisned himself as Char-

est, as had the Ltiemne of the last two -generations in
Canada. The second son, Francols, hed named his plan-
tation in San Domingo Lanzon after the Seigneurie at
goi%te de %ev§ﬁ and gggned h%??i%i thereggteﬁi"gn%ze%t
5] zon," The thi son nil: naning his planta-
tion Lévy after the old Pglnte de Eévy in Quebec, sign-
ed his name "Charest de Levy." X
Ltienne Charsst III died at Loches August 64 1783, at

the age of sixty-five, He had lived eighteen years 1n

" *Loches, on the left bank of the Indres River, grew
up about the monastsry of 5t%t. Ours, founded by the saint
himself in 500, [Irom the ninth to the thirteenth cene
tury it was the stronghold of de Comte d'Anjou. From
the thirteenth century through the time of Charles IX

the chateau was occupied by the Kings of France,-i.C.Bs
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Loches, His sons were well established in San Domingo,
his daughters auccesfully and in pmany cases brilliant-
1y married. 1In three letters writtem their mother,
Catherine Irottier Desaunlere, upon the news of their
ather's dea € 1ine character and affectionate
consideration for their mother is: plainly set forth by
the sons. They grieveée at their father's death, speake.
ing of him as thelr belowed father, They ten&erly ask
if their "chere petite mere" would like them to return
to Loches to remain with her, They inquire minutely in
to her Tinancial situstion and suggest returning the 30,-
000 pounds gieen them by their father eighteen years be-
fore., As they did not return, it is presumed their moth-
er preferred their continuance of their successful col-
onisl life, About her were her married deughters and her
youngest son, Joseph, called Joliet, who had been born
in lLoches af%er thair emigration.

In 1783, at the time of thelir father's death, Charest,
the oldest son, was listed as a captain in San ﬁomingo

and Francoils, known as Charest de Lmuzon, as a lisutenant.
Quoted exactly from M. Roys

"We are often asked, "'The Seigneurs Charest, have -they
net left any descendan%s of the name in Canada%' e pe-~
ply positively in the negatlive. Nelther is there any
trace of the last French Seligneur de Lauzon in Loches,
where this noble men, the Cross of St. Louis decorat-

ing his shoulder, lived out his last twenty years in
self-1inposed exlle,

"And it seems certaln that all the brave members of
this ancient, honorable famlly settling in San Domingo
erished in the negro uprising and massacres of 1793.
would it not be interesting to find sgain some news in
the Halte of today of 'Cherest,’ !'Charest de Lauzon'

and 'Charest de lLevy'%"
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AFTERWORD
byy
Kally Carrington Brent-

(larch,1948) i \

AS has been seid in my Foreword, the mysﬁery s now 8glve -
ed. The original bei eur de Lauzon and the, Duc de Levy
living in Quebec in 1625, were in no way ¢ommected with
the Charests, except in %hat the last tweg uzignaurs were
Charests, owning the Seigneurie de Lauzeﬁ a inte de

Lévy. Vie see thgt the first to coubine the neues were

the two sons of Etlenmne Ch 1 who=@migrated to

van Domingo shortly after 17063 and nawed their plantations
there after their home lands just abandgmgd in Canada,

and from then on signed themselves as "Qgigggx_%g__ggggg_
and"Charest de Lévy," In the letters still existent, the
eldest son adhered to the custom of using only e sur-

nanme, “Charest," \

I am sure it would have been veq? interesting ﬁo M. Roy
to learn of the existence of a Chapest sur ving t
insurrection in sSan Demingo, From. docunen ts ' in Jamg
and liew Orleans, we know thel Francois Charg. e L
survived and married in San Domingo Per'in’
Gourney, that he escaped with wife and ¢hil
maleca, hat he lived from 1793 to 1797 im Jamaica
that his daughter, Elizabeth Efienne Donng iChares

Lauzon, married Plerre Francois ot. . Coldubd du Bou
Kingston, Jamaica, on rebruary 26, 179 apd that 1immed. \\
iately afterward he removed with hig eniira family | X

hew Orleans. Du Bourg was an émigeé fgpn e Fren
Revolution.

For much information concerning thﬂ ﬁily,
debted to a cousin, Trist Wood, who, /gregt grandsonjof
Hore Browse Trist, 'ward of Thomas Jeffereon and bropght
up at Monticello, also great grandson of Pre31dent‘ achs=
ary Taylor, was reared to value family/history. aﬁ has
many original documents concerning t%@ Charest f ilg
among others the baptismal record of /Ltienne Charest i
naming Louils Joliet as his qufathai in 167

Trist Wood related to me the ¢ of | ga family
Jewels saved in the escape from San ni * a story
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told him by hls grandmother. 1t appears that when
gggxeah was offered escepe on a ship whose owner was
cading a guantity of barrels, he contrived to se=
crete a small negro girl vwho wished to escape with
them, 1lnside a barrel, securing some jJewels and fam-
1ly pepers upen her person. Great emphasis was put
upon an old set of diamond, OSalvaged in this extra-
ordinary manner, this piqued my imapgination. When
my daughter, Haily Brent (Mrs. W. Page Dame {dr.)
inherited from her granduother, Rosells Kenner Brent
a set comprising a brooch and earrings in 1928, I had
asked Camuel Kirk and 8Bon to give me some idea of
thelr date and origin, This firm informed me that
the jewels were of French design and approximately
200 years old, If these are the Jewels pinned to the
clothing of the little negro girl in 1793, they per-
haps were bought by Eticnne Ch t 11 thh first
Charest to be Seigneur de Lauzon for his wife Marie
Thérése du Emsmp Roy. We have read of his ? im-
portations to Canada from foreign countries both
for his own household and for his stores, his caskets
containing gold; and it 1s easy to imagine the acqui-
sition of rare §ewels tor the wife whom he adored
and whom, dying young, he mourned the rest of his
life. This would meke the jewels gyar 200 yesrs old.
If less than 200, they may well have been the 'burchase
of Etienne Charast 111, vho, we have seen, mede count-
less journeys to France in behalf of his countr
after Englend's acquisition of Canada, vhether, the
%wwels traveled to.Canada from France on the "8t ﬁui-n'
Etienne," the Charest ship of 1715, or on the "bEMh
Frencols," a generation later, the picture holdsg
same Iintriguing fascination, i _ u

Irist Wood was told meny stories of the Chareqts in
New Orleans. Francois Charest de lauzon; kmown in New
Orleans simply as de Lauzon, 1lved until his death on\
Dumaine Street in ie Vieux Carra. Higs wife _g;;@g% N\
de Gourney, survived him many years, also nis dagjh tr}\\\\

: Bourg, by thirsa years,  She died a

about 100 years Of age in 1843 at Hermitege Plan

tion, the country home of her granddaugh'ter, Aglaeé

Du Bourg Br and her husband, Michael
vingie She hﬁ& resided with them PROY years t ~
elr town residence of lielpomene,

v

Trist Viood recounts the hended-doyn story of éhe
Eanttle of (uebec as reloted by his granﬁmothar..?rom
the windows of the old mansion at Pointe de Lévy| the
family watched, "as in an amphlthgatre," the 8,000
British soldiera scaling the ha;ghtq of | the Plains of

{ fieih 1
' f

[ B

O
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Abraham, and the burning ef e great part of the city to
follow. The family story is thet after the battle, the
body of General Volfe was brought to lie in state for a
few hours in the old sSelgneurie manor house, awalting

the departure of the ship “Royal William,* vhich salled
the evening of the day of victory, bearing the embalmed
remains of the general to England, to be interred later
in Westminster Abbey.* The French community wgs plunged
in grief at the almost simultaneous death of Montcalnm,

M. Roy assures us that the Seigneurial bran of the
Charest family became extinct in both Canad France.
1t seemed destined to perish also in Louis aﬂa, for the
Charest heir, Pien Aime, knewn for his ehaﬁm and person-
ality, met ‘death while 8til) a bachelor in Few Orieans,

Lyle Saxon, in his "Gumbo Ya Ya," writesx “Dueling
prevalled in lew ereamﬁwto an extent unknown even in
France, Creole society 'was an aristocratic and feudal
organization founded on slavery, and Creoles lived like
princes, developing an inordinate pride. Too, Latin
passions, tropicalized, under Louisiana suns, seemed to
assume & violence surpadsing anything knowm in calmer
France, Young men foughit over the slightest provoca=-
tion, for such absurd reasons as the honor of the Miss-
1ssipp1 River, At leawt half of the duals were caused
at soirees.," - ) i

This description is aﬁthenticated in the tase o

Aimg@ Charest de Lauzony , At an evening partyithe pirtner
of Charest moved her chalr too close to the delicat
tulle dress of anothep .girl, Her partner challeng
Bien Aimé to meet him 'at dawn the following morning..
Accordingly, Blen Alsmé left the house on Bumaine S reet
at daybreak, He vwas rHever to return, Dater that day’
his mother, returnimg home from mass, heard 6n the |
street the shocked -ex¢lemations of neighbora announp-
ing her son's death. o /

After collecting the.detailed story of nhe Chareats
(wvho became de Lasuzons “in New Orleansg all the miacon.
cepiion secemed explained with the exneptiop of the

coatwof-arms bearing the name de Lauzon wiich had g
on New Orlesns walls and now hung on mine., It occurred
to me that these arus siould not be used El descendants
of the Charests. T thersfore wrote to M. ﬁi rre Ge
Roy, son of li. J. Edmond Roy, asking his qrinion on the
subject, and also for a description of thg de Lauzof
arms, 1 zive his reply: : 4

p%.,.&, &?Gw (Gl To b, (z ."'(.ts
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Mrs. Brent
Madame

I am absolutely certain that your family
has no legal right to the de Lauzon arms,
These arms belong to the blood, not to the
land, doreover, the Charests never nsed
the arms while residing in Canada.

Respectfully to you
Plerre Georges Roy
Archives Judiciaires
Palace de Justice
Quebec, Canada, November, 1947

But ¥. Rey's description of the lLauzon armorial
bearings differed completely from those in my poss-
ession, They consigted ¢f a shield on which were
displayed three serpentsj the tall of which was af-
fixed to each serpent's pmiotth. Our ccat-oi-arms con-
sists of a shield on which a mountain rises, and a
motto bemmatb of "Candor ex Superataurum." but the
name de Lauzon is above, 3

Hesearch has now solved the last mystery. These
are the (harest arms, Obviously the Charest descend=
ants who were called Charest de Lgnag? in San Dowingo
and vwho later became erroneously simply de Lauzon in
lew Orleans, in reproducing the arms, affixed the
wrong name, IThe arms we possess, then, are gorrect,

but the accompanying name should be Charest, not de
Lauzon,

That the Charests possessed arms is proved by skate-
ments in Le Grand Armouriel de France of 1682. An al~
lusion is made to arms belonging to René La Vacheur,
Sieur de Nantinguy, Kings Council, and of Ren&e Char-
est, and also of Rene Charest, Sleur de Quetardieres,
guccessor of Nicholas Charest, all of Poitilers., Of
course, these arms may have been granted for special
reasons, Also we must remember that the two Charest
brothers were, by this date, already residents of Juebec,
However, the repetition of the baptismal names of René
and Rende and of the town of Poitiers forges a link be-
tween the two branches, We have seen that the Cherests
enigreted from Poitiers and that their mother's name was
Renée, as was the name of the relative from whom they
gcquired thelr first land in Canada on the Isle of Or-

eans. . ;

In the facé of all the information now collectﬁd'
about the Charest family, it is ghite‘comjrehensibge'



29

that the New Orlcans descendants, based upon tales of
the affluence, position; integrity of thelr ancestors,
whom they knew to be Seigneurs de Lauzon in Quebec, the ,
last member of the name being known simply as de Lauzon
in lew Orleans, should have assumed thelr descent to be
from the old Marquis dg LevzgNfirst Selgneur of the
family property, and of Wis cdntemporary the Chevalier
de Lévy, both famous settlers of Quebec, '

In closing this story, 'one suall, diverting item
springs to my mind., With the tradition of the noble de-
scent from the Marquis swept away by proéfs and the
name of Charcst de Lauzon' vanished from records in Can-
ada, France and Loulsiana, there still renains one death-
less 1link between the Charests and their glory and their
present descendants, With the proper evidence in haend,
were they to step within the doors of old 5f. Joseph's
Church at Pointe de Levy and request their rights, no
one could deprive them pf the honor of taking the:lr
seats elther in the Sejgneurial pew or 1n the¢ pew of
"Had. La Veuve! “Sainte Genevidve," assigned, as they
were in the seventeenth century, to the famiiy of Charest
and their heirs in perpetuity. %
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