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E astern  Tovmships -  th e  general t i t l e  given to  the  counties 
in  Quebec extending from those  along the  R ichelieu  R iver to  th ose  xvhich 
border th e  Chaudiere R iver. The In te rn a tio n a l l in e  bounds the  coun ties on
the  'so u th , w hile i t s  n o rth e rn  l im its  a re  formed by th e  counties along the 
S t. Lawrence R iver. Eleven counties go to  make up t h i s  reg io n , whose 
names t e l l  something of th e  s to ry  o f t h e i r  d if f e r e n t  o r ig in  from o ther 
p a r ts  o f the  Province. Given in  a lp h a b e tic a l o rd e r , they  comprise Jixtha- 
baska, Brome, Compton, Drummond, M egantic, M issisquo i, Richmond, Shefford, 
Sherbrooke, S tanstead  and W olfe. Together these  co u n tie s  form a d i s t r i c t  
of n e a rly  4,460,000 a c re s , supporting in  1926 a po p u la tio n  of 266,219, 
The E astern  Townships are  a n a tu ra l  a g r ic u l tu ra l  coun try , con tain ing  same 
of the  b e s t farm and grazing  land in  th e  Province.

F o rest products add g re a tly  to  i t s  w ealth . Manufacturing 
reaches to  wide l im i t s .  Water powers are  numerous and tra n s p o r ta t io n  
ample. There are  25 tov/ns and c i t i e s  averaging from one to  tw en ty -five  
thousand people. This remarkable reg ion  was u t t e r ly  neg lec ted  during more 
than  h a l f  of the  h is to ry  of Quebec, the period when th e  French hold Canada, 
and when only the  s tra y  tra p p e r or th e  wandering m issionary  had p en etra ted  
i t s  f o r e s t  depths.

One who knew the  Townships w e ll, w rote th i s  app rop ria te  des
c r ip t io n :  "Naught d is tu rb ed  the  so litu d e  of t h i s  v a s t reg ion  save the  cry 
of the w ater fowl as i t  winged i t s  way over Lake Memphremagog or the howl 
of the w olf from the  rocky den on th e  shores of Mt. Tom, The old world 
has been re n t by w s ;  d y n asties  have r is e n , f lo u r ish e d  and d isappeared ; 
y e t th a t  bewitching expanse of f o r e s t ,  lakes and m ountains, threaded by 
r iv e r s ,  continued u n d is tu rb ed , ib s  beauty and w ealth  a lik e  unknown. 
From a sky as c le a r  as th a t  of I ta ly ,  th e  sun bathed t h i s  region of romantic 
beau ty , summer followed summer, autumn dyed i t s  fo r e s ts  in  hues of gold and 
s c a r le t  w hile w in te r mantled i t  in  ice  and snow. A ll o f th is  lo v e lin e s s , 
fo r  uncounted c e n tu r ie s , was unseen by man save some lone Indian in  search 
of game.

I t  must be a b a ff lin g  thought to  the  dw eller of the  old world 
th a t  a s tr e tc h  o f country la rg e r  and f a i r e r  than  th a t  fo r which kings fought 
and v a s t arm ies pe rish ed , could remain unknown and unoccupied, down to  a 
period  alm ost w ith in  memory o f a few y e t  l i v in g ."

P r io r  to 1795, th e re  were no le g a l ly  granted  Townships, and 
by 1814 th e re  wore 150. A few years  la te r ,  those  g ranted  covered h a l f  as 
muoh t e r r i t o r y  as th e  an c ien t s e ig n io r ie s .

The d e f in i t io n  of a township i s  hard to  s ta te  in  a few words. 
B ouchetto’ s usual township was 10 by 10 m ile s , o r 11 ranges of 28 lo t s  of 
200 ac re s  each, p lus roads. An Englishman who was given the  problem s ta ted  
th a t  a township i s  a para lle logram  which sometimes co n ta in s  20 to  36 square 
m ile s , or sometimes 100 to  144 square m ile s . The French Canadian co lon iza
t io n  -was by s t r i p s ,  w hile the  B r i t is h  Canadian was by squares.

The a c tu a l se ttlem en t of the E astern  Townships was c h a ra c te r
ized by sev e ra l phases. The f i r s t  began about 1792, although th e re  were 
sq u a tte rs  on some o f th e  land befo re  th is  d a te . The p ioneers of t h i s  period 
which extended over two decades (20 y e a rs ) , came p r in c ip a l ly  from th e  United 
S ta te s , many being U nited Empire L o y a lis ts . Many a lso  m igrated because the  
land was b e t to r  than they  had seen. The second p e rio d , 1814, was th a t  
follow ing the  end of th e  Napoleonic wars when s e t t l o r s  come from G reat B r i t 
a in , I t  was the period  when former so ld ie rs  secured many of the concessions 
of 200 a c re s . The th i r d  phase began in  1830 w ith  the form ation of th e  
B r it is h  American Land Company and o th e r Immigration o rg an iza tio n s  which
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brought many Scotch and Irish settlers.

With 1850 began the movement of the French Canadian into the 
Townships, and also a beginning of English speaking people going to the 
west part of Canada, and which has continued since.

The completion of the Grand Trunk Railway added greatly in 
bringing about the change in the character of the population and in the 
settlement of the scantily occupied portions.

In the first phase,,the Constitutional Act of 1791 made the 
Townships possible for lands and was known as the "free and common socage" 
Act. Many well known men from the United States and England received 
large grants of from 1000 to 5000 acres, during this period. One Nicholas 
Austin from New Hampshire in 1793, received 62,671 acres around Bolton for 
himself and his associates. Some of our townships were settled almost ex
clusively by pioneers from Vermont and New Hampshire. These early comers 
settled around Lake Memphremagog, Shipton on the Nicolet River, Brompton, 
Melbourne, Ascot, Richmond and Kingsley. One of the centres was around 
Missisquoi Bay in 1785, and were mostly of Dutch extraction, who had taken 
up 187 lots of 200 acres each.

The second phase from 1815 saw all parts of the British Isles 
represented among those coming to the Townships. Drummondville in 1816 was 
started as a village for veterans of the war of 1812 and 1814. About this 
time Megantio County and sections as far as Sherbrooke began to receive set
tlers, and roads began to be built. Before 1830 the Merrick road which 
runs up the Chaudiere River connected with the Kennebec River in the State 
of Maine. A stage coach ran over roads built opposite Three Rivers (Doucet's 
Landing) to Richmond with its 12 houses at this time, and on to Sherbrooke 
with 50 houses and terminated at Stanstead Plain, a distance of 129 miles. 
At this time there was an 80 mile route from Richmond via Sutton to Farnham 
and thence on to Montreal, The most rapid in the early growth in popula
tion was from 1820 to 1828.

In 1820 grants of land were made through a Government Agent. 
He superintended the settlement of each township and was obliged to live in 
or near the township he controlled. In 1827, the Government did away with 
agents and sold the land direct to buyers.

The third phase beginning in 1830, started a flood of immi
grants by which the Townships profited greatly. In 1833, the British Ameri
can Land Company of London, England, bought 1,324 square miles of Crown Re
serve lands for 120,000 pounds. In 1823 a land company had been proposed 
to bring to Quebec Province a great body of immigrants. The Crown and 
Clergy prevented this company being formed. Had it been carried through, 
as was the case in Ontario, the Province of Quebec would have received a 
great increase of English speaking people. There never was such a flood 
from the British Isles (landing at Quebec) as flowed into Ontario during 
this period, simply because Ontario was not handicapped as regards the sale 
of land and welcomed British stock. The British American Land Company with 
an office in Quebec, settled many families, especially in Compton County 
during 1838, and later in Megantic County, but nothing to be compared to 
those who passed Quebec to settle in Ontario, From 1830 to 1848 the immi
gration from abroad was large, particularly from Ireland. The potato famine 
there in 1834 caused a wholesale exodus. In 1847 the famine laid hold of 
both Ireland and Scotland, and nearly 100,000 immigrants sailed for Canada, 
although some 9,000 died on the voyage.

The French Canadian continued to be in the majority in the 
Townships until after 1840, when the Government obtained control of the cler
gy and Crown lands.

The fourth phase starting in 1854, has continued until the 
present time. The French have gradually increased their farm holdings and 
many towns and villages which formerly had a large majority of English, are 
now reversed, and the French predominate because conditions were favourable 
to them.
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As regards t ra n s p o r ta t io n , Governor Craig and. o thers  b u i l t  
roads and in  1852 th e  old S t. Lawrence and A tla n tic  Railway ( l a te r  known 
as the  G .T.R .) was b u i l t  and by i t s  branches tapped a la rg e  p o rtio n  of 
the  Townships. In  1875 the  Quebec C entral Railway was b u i l t .  This r a i l 
way from Quebec to  Sherbrooke had i t s  southern  te rm in a l a t  M egantic, and 
which from th e re , gave a sh o rt l in e  connection to  Quebec and th a t  d i s t r i c t .  
The Canadian P a c if ic  Railway or th a t  p a rt of i t  which was constructed  as

In te rn a tio n a l glje p r in c ip a l  t h r o g g j t a . s
in  th e  d i s t r i c t .  I t  s ta r te d  as a lo c a l e n te rp rise  in  1870?/ana i s  now a  
l in k  in  th e  short l in e  between M ontreal and S a in t John, N.B, The Hereford 
Railway was b u i l t  in  1887 and then  leased  to  the  Maine C entral in  1890, I t  
is  due p r in c ip a lly  to  our ra ilw ays th a t  the  Townships have such splendid  
shipping f a c i l i t i e s  to  the  United S ta te s , and to  o th e r p a r ts  of Canada. 
Many o f th e  towns and v il la g e s  a re  located  where they  a re  on account of the 
p ioneer s e t t in g  up h is  m ill  on a w ater power s i t e  and which became th e  nu
cleus of a fu tu re  commercial m anufacturing c e n tre . U n til the  p re sen t cen
tu ry , however, th e  la rg e r  development o f power was confined to  Sherbrooke 
and one or two S t. Francis R iver towns. From 1900 to  th e  p re se n t, cheap 
powers have become numerous and have proven a g rea t a t t r a c t io n  to  manufac
tu r in g  in d u s tr ie s .  At the  p re se n t time some 125,000 horse  power has been 
developed and which rep re sen ts  le s s  than o n e-ha lf o f th e  t o t a l  cap ac ity  of 
the  stream s w ith in  the d i s t r i c t .  Near the headquarters  of the  S t. Francis 
R iv e r, the  Government has construc ted  a dam, known as th e  A lla rd  R eservo ir, 
which has a s to rag e  o f 12 b i l l i o n  cubic f e e t .

The asbestos d e p o sits  began to  be developed in  1890 a t  Thet
ford  M ines, Black Lake, East Broughton and a t  Asbestos Mines near D anville , 
These d ep o sits  have proven to  be the  r ic h e s t  in  the w orld . From these  
mines comes 87% of the  world supply and which in  1922 was 105,114 tons v a l
ued a t  $6,068,471. In a d d itio n  to  a sb es to s , the Townships’ m inera ls  con
s i s t  of chrom ite , g ra n i te ,  ro o f s l a t e ,  copper, go ld , lim estone, and clay  
fo r brickmaking and which is  found in  se v e ra l sec tio n s .

The fo r e s t  in d u s tr ie s  have been and s t i l l  a re  the  p r in c ip a l 
n a tu ra l re sou rces o f th e  Province, Their t o t a l  value in  1925 was placed 
a t  600 m il l io n  d o l la r s .  The Townships had th e i r  f u l l  share of t h i s  p ros
p e r i ty ,  because they  are  h eav ily  wooded in  hard  and so f t  tim ber. There was 
of cou rse , more or le s s  waste in  th e  ea rly  days when th e  fo r e s t  barred  the  
way of th e  farm er in  c lea rin g  h is  land . These logs were burned and the  
ashes so ld  fo r  making potash. As the  in h a b ita n ts  in c re a se d , th e re  was a 
la rg e r  demand fo r  sawn lumber, and fo r h a lf  a century  th e  saw-m ill and 
potash p la n ts  were th e  c h ie f in d u s try . About 1911, the  saw-m ill in d u s try  
reached i t s  peak. Despite the d e c lin e , however, th e  Townships up to  1925 
exported acro ss  the sea and to  th e  United S ta te s ,  in c lu d in g  what was used 
fo r  home consumption, around 6 m ill io n  d o lla rs  of sawn lumber and manufac
tu red  p roduc ts  of wood, Christmas t re e s  a re  valued a t  o n e -h a lf m illio n  
d o lla rs  annually . The pulp wood in d u stry  overshadows a l l  o ther fo r e s t  pro
duction  in  th e  Province, and the  Townships have kept pace . The two p r in c i
pal concerns o f th i s  in d u s try  are  th e  Brompton Pulp and Paper Company a t  
E ast Angus w ith  a d a i ly  cap ac ity  o f 220 tons o f ground wood, 110 tons of 
s u lp h ite , 120 tons o f new sprin t, 60 tons o f box board and 30 tons o f wrapping 
paper. The Canada Paper Company- a t  Windsor M ills  has a d a i ly  cap ac ity  of 
45 tons o f  new sprin t, 15 tons o f wrapping paper, 16 tons o f  coloured paper 
and 50 tons of ground wood.

The E astern  Townships w ith a l l  i t s  many sources o f w ealth , 
r e a l ly  s tands out as an a g r ic u l tu ra l  sec tio n  of th e  Province. I t  i s  the  
"Garden o f Quebec", ju s t  as Kent i s  the  Garden of England, Some of the 
b e s t farm ing and gracing lands in  th e  Dominion a re  found in  th e  Townships, 
and every th ing  th a t  a r ic h  s o i l  and tem perate c lim ate  oan produce, i s  grown. 
As an ex p o rte r in  d a iry  p roduc ts , th e  farmers are  in  a c la s s  by them selves. 
U n til the  t a r i f f  was ra is e d  a g a in s t our da iry  p ro d u c ts , some 3 m illio n  d o l
la r s  in  m ilk , cream, b u tte r  and eggs, a lso  cheese, were an nually  exported 
to  th e  United S ta te s  a lone.

Maple sugar forms a very im portant item  among our farm ers, 
A la rg e  revenue is  a lso  derived  from c a t t l e ,  sheep, p o u ltry , sw ine, bees, 
veg e tab les  and f r u i t s ,
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The t y p i c a l  Tow nships fa rm e r  h a s  around 250 a c re s  d i v i 
ded i n to  c u l t iv a t e d  la n d , p a s tu r e  la n d , and wood l o t .  As re g a rd s  f r u i t  
r a i s e d ,  ap p le s  come f i r s t ,  S h e ffo rd  County l e a d in g ,  M is s isq u o i n e x t  and Comp
to n  County t h i r d .  M ost e v e ry  fa rm e r , how ever, h a s  an o rc h a rd  f o r  h i s  own u se  
and f o r  l o c a l  s a le .  In  1921 i t  was e s t im a te d  th e r e  w ere 184,220 b e a r in g  ap p le  
t r e e s ,  and 82,816 n o n -b e a r in g  and th e  v a lu e  p roduced  t h a t  y e a r  amounted to  
$ 2 3 4 ,0 9 3 . The f r u i t  c ro p  o f  1927 was m ore th a n  doub le  th e s e  f i g u r e s .  B es id es  
a p p le s ,  t h e r e  a re  p e a c h e s , p e a r s ,  p lum s, p ru n e s  and c h e r r i e s  grown m o s tly  f o r  
d o m estic  u se .

D a iry in g  in  th e  Tow nships i s  o f  g r e a t  im p o rta n c e . Our
P ro v in c e  in tro d u c e d  c a t t l e  i n  1610, and t h e r e  w ere a  c o n s id e ra b le  number in  
1629.

The P ro v in c e  p roduced  th e  o n ly  r e g i s t e r e d  pu re  b red  d a i r y  cows 
t o  be d ev e lo p ed  i n  th e  Dom inion. The f i r s t  c e n t r i f u g a l  cream s e p a r a to r  to  be 
u sed  i n  Am erica was i n  th e  v i l l a g e  o f  S t .  Mary de Beauce i n  1882. I t  i s  on ly  
abou t 50 y e a rs  s in c e  Quebec became a  d a i r y  P ro v in c e .

The Townships made th e  b e g in n in g  and s t i l l  h o ld s  th e  l e a d .
Most o f  th e  6 ,500  sq u a re  m ile s  o f f e r  a d v a n ta g e s  f o r  r a i s i n g  th e  b e s t  b re e d  o f 
d a i r y  s to c k . The q u a l i ty  and q u a n t i ty  o f p a s tu r a g e ,  th e  pu re  d r in k in g  w a te r ,  
th e  c e n t r a l  l o c a t io n  f o r  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  make i t  a  banner d a ir y in g  s e c t i o n .  In  
1864 th e  f i r s t  ch eese  f a c t o r i e s  w ere b u i l t  i n  M is s isq u o i County. At t h e  p r e 
s e n t  t im e  th e r e  a re  450 c re a m e r ie s  and cheese  f a c t o r i e s  s c a t t e r e d  o v e r  th e  
Tow nships. The fo l lo w in g  f ig u r e s  g ive  th e  im p o rta n c e  o f  th e  in d u s t r y  i n  1925:

from  th e  fo llo w in g  f i g u r e s  f o r  1926:

C o u n tie s
Number o f  Cows 

m ilk ed
M ilk  P roduced 

Pounds
M ilk  & Cream Produced 

$

A rth a b a sk a 20 ,450 72 ,630 ,598 1 ,5 9 3 ,2 6 8
Brome 20,195 79 ,563 ,851 1 ,7 1 9 ,2 2 4
Compton 16,472 6 8 ,1 1 3 ,6 5 0 1 ,2 9 4 ,2 3 4
Drummond 16 ,183 5 8 ,1 7 2 ,9 0 4 1 ,2 7 1 ,8 7 5
M egan tic 12 ,970 4 5 ,0 6 3 ,4 9 3 1 ,0 5 2 ,4 9 6
M is s isq u o i 17 ,364 69 ,4 3 4 ,3 4 5 1 ,4 6 8 ,1 0 6
Richmond 16,128 5 8 ,8 2 7 ,9 0 0 1 ,2 6 9 ,8 7 1
S h e ffo rd 25,521 95 ,4 8 7 ,2 1 9 1 ,9 3 8 ,6 2 9
S herbrooke 5,748 2 4 ,564 ,128 601,748
S t an s te a d 15,911 71 ,006 ,316 1 ,3 4 9 ,1 2 0
W olfe 14 ,654 4 8 ,9 1 6 ,4 7 0 1 ,0 5 1 ,8 1 2

TOTAL....................., . .  182 ,490 691 ,7 8 0 ,8 7 4 . $14 ,6 1 0 ,3 8 5

As r e g a rd s  th e re s o u r c e s  o f  o u r T ow nships, t h e im p o rtan ce  o f  them may be  d e r iv e d

A sbestos .........................     $ 6 ,0 0 0 ,0 0 0
Pulp and p a p e r ......................................................  5 ,0 0 0 ,0 0 0
Lumber and o th e r  f o r e s t  p r o d u c ts ............  5 ,5 0 0 ,0 0 0
B u tte r  and cheese  ............................................. 2 ,0 0 0 ,0 0 0
Live s to c k ...............................................................  1 ,0 0 0 ,0 0 0
Maple S u g a r.............................................................  800 ,000
Lime..........................................................................   200 ,000
B ric k ..........................................................................   75 ,000
G ra n i te ......................................................................  60 ,000
S o ap sto n e ..................     50 ,000
P o ta to e s .......... .. ...............................    35 ,000
Hay and s t r a w .......................................      20 ,000
M anufac tu red  g o o d s ..................    800 ,000
C hristm as t r e e s  .................................... . . . . . .  400 ,000
A ll o th e r  f r e i g h t . .......................  260 ,000

TOTAL.......................................................................  $ 2 2 ,2 0 0 ,0 0 0 .

T o u r is t  t r a f f i c  h as  become a  g r e a t  i n d u s t r y  f o r  our Tow nships. 
In  1926 n e a r ly  200 ,000  m o to rs  e n te re d  th e  d i s t r i c t ,  c o n ta in in g  some 653 ,000  
p a s s e n g e r s .  Moro th a n  o n e - h a l f  m i l l i o n  o f  th e s e  came from  th e  U n ited  S t a t e s ,  
The money sp e n t i n  th e  P ro v in c e  in  1926 by t o u r i s t s  i s  e s t im a te d  a t  fo u r  m i l 
l i o n  d o l l a r s ,  and a t  l e a s t  one h a l f  m i l l i o n  was l e f t  i n  th e  Tow nships.

The p o l i t i c a l  h i s t o r y  o f  th e  Tow nships began  in  1823 when th e
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d i s t r i c t  o f  S t .  F ra n c is  was e s ta b l i s h e d  and w hich was a t  t h a t  t im e  (Bou- 
c h e t t e  sa y s )  more th a n  50 m ile s  i n  w id th  and 100 m ile s  from n o r th  to  S ou th , 
I t  co v ered  ab o u t 3 ,500  sq u a re  m ile s  c o n ta in in g  38 to w n sh ip s  and a  p o p u la 
t i o n  i n  1831 o f  13 ,500  p e o p le . At t h i s  p e r io d  th e  o n e -h a l f  dozen c o u n tie s  
w ere s p l i t  up i n to  w hat i s  now th e  11 c o u n t ie s .  At t h i s  d a te  a ls o  (1831) 
S herbrooke  c o n ta in e d  abou t 50 h o u s e s , and S ta n s te a d  V i l la g e  was n e x t in  
im p o rta n c e . P r io r  t o  t h i s  d a te ,  S herbrooke  County had an a re a  o f  2 ,786 
sq u a re  m i l e s ,  b e in g  abou t 68 m ile s  in  le n g th  and 57 m ile s  i n  b r e a d th ,  and 
w i th  a  p o p u la t io n  o f  5 ,4 7 1 , There w ere  i n  t h i s  l a r g e  a re a  3 c h u rc h e s , 
9 s c h o o ls ,  16 co rn  m i l l s ,  30 s a w m i l l s ,  4 c a rd in g  m i l l s ,  2 d i s t i l l e r i e s ,  
2 t a n n e r i e s ,  11 p o ta sh  f a c t o r i e s ,  11 p e a r l  ash f a c t o r i e s ,  2 shop k e e p e rs , 
5 t a v e r n s  and 58 a r t i z a n s ,  There w ere 30,120 a c re s  u n d e r c u l t i v a t i o n  and 
p o ta to e s  and In d ia n  co rn  w ere  th e  p r i n c i p a l  c ro p s . T here was a  t o t a l  o f  
28 ,000  heads o f  h o r s e s ,  oxen , cows, sheep  and sw ine .

In  1840 a t  th e  u n io n  o f  Upper and Lower Canada, th e  Town o f  
S herb rooke  was c r e a te d  and i n  1853 th e  coun ty  was s p l i t  i n to  th e  c o u n tie s  
o f  Compton, Richmond and W olfe . In  1875 S herbrooke r e c e iv e d  i t s  c h a r t e r  
as  a  c i t y .

A summary o f th e  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  Tow nships would be t h a t  th e  
d i s t r i c t  was n o t  s e t t l e d  by any s p e c ia l  i n f l u x  o f  p io n e e r s ,  no r have i t s  
p o l i t i c a l  a f f a i r s  been  o f  l a r g e  moment.

The la n d  was f i t t e d  f f r  developm ent and th e  Townships 
system  made i t  p o s s ib l e .

R esources w ere s u c h , th a t  i t s  s e t t le m e n t ,  i t  was th o u g h t, 
w ould b e  speedy  and i t s  p r o s p e r i t y  r a p i d l y  a t t a i n e d .  R a c ia l ,  p o l i t i c a l  
and m i l i t a r y  m a t te r s  p re v e n te d  a r a p id  g row th .

The b e s t  o f  i t s  h i s t o r y  h as  been  made d u r in g  th e  p a s t  50 
y e a r s .  In  1890 th e r e  w ere few  i n d u s t r i e s ,  l i t t l e  o f  th e  w a te r  power had 
been  d ev e lo p ed , and e l e c t r i c i t y  was in  i t s  in fa n c y . M ining o p e ra t io n s  
w ere j u s t  g e t t in g  under way, to w ard s  th e  c le s e  o f  th e  l a s t  c e n tu ry . 
The a s b e s to s  d e p o s i t s  had b een  e x p lo re d , b u t  o p e ra t io n s  had n e t  commenced 
on any la r g e  s c a le .  Lum bering was one o f  th e  f i r s t  i n d u s t r i e s ,  b u t  p u lp  
and p a p e r  m i l l s  w ere y e t  to  be  b u i l t .  Even a g r i c u l t u r e  was p lo d d in g  
a lo n g  in  th e  s ty l e  o f  th e  p io n e e r s .  T o u r is t s  and v a c a t io n e r s  to  th e  
b e a u ty  o f  th e  T-ewnships i s  o f  tk e  m ost r e c e n t  grow th .

The fo llo w in g  ta k e n  from  an  h i s t o r i c a l  ch ro n o lo g y  p u b l is h e d  
by th e  S herb rooke  D a ily  R ecord in  1927 on th e  c e le b r a t io n  o f  i t s  3 0 th  
A n n iv e rsa ry  o f  i t s  f i r s t  i s s u e  F e b ru a ry  9 th ,  1897, and i s  o f  i n t e r e s t  
and v a lu e  on t h i s  w r i te  up o f  th e  Tow nships,

1897 -  F e b ru a ry  23rd  b ig  f i r e  a t  W indsor M il l s - w o r s t  i n  h i s t o r y  o f  
th e  E a s te rn  Tow nships to  d a te ,  l e s s  $ 5 0 ,0 0 0 .
March 3 1 s t ,  S herb rooke  G olf Club o rg a n iz e d  w i th  18 c h a r t e r  
members, C ap t. J ,  A. Ready,
May 2 9 th , E .T , M ining and Developm ent Company w ith  c a p i t a l  
o f  $50 0 ,000 . Hon. John M ac in to sh , P r e s id e n t ,  Hon. Henry 
Aylm er, M anaging D i r e c to r .
A ugust 1 8 th , 1 0 0 th  A n n iv e rsa ry  o f s e t t le m e n t  o f  Brome 
C ounty, c e le b r a te d  a t  W est Brome , on fa rm  o f  E benezer 
M iltim o re .
November 1 s t ,  S herb rook e  S t r e e t  R ailw ay fo rm e r ly  opened. 
Over 200 c i t i z e n s  and v i s a t o r s  went from  S herb rooke  to  
L e n n o x v ille  and a ro u n d  th e  b e l t .

1898 -  August 1 8 th ,  C e n te n n ia l  c e le b r a t io n  on sh o re  » f  Lake 
Memphremagog on th e  1 0 0 th  A n n iv e rsa ry  o f  s e t t le m e n t  o f  B o lto n  
Tow nship.

1899 -  F e b ru a ry  2nd, Quebec Government d e c id e d  to  g r a n t  S herbrooke 
a $60 ,000  C ourt H ouse.

1900 -  August 1 5 th , K ingsey  c e le b r a t e s  C e n te n n ia l ,  D an v ille ,M elb o u rn e  
and o th e r  v i l l a g e s  j o in  in  c e le b r a t io n .  Monument i s  u n v e ile d  
by  Mayor W ad le igh .
A ugust 2 9 th , 1 0 0 th  A n n iv e rsa ry  o f  D udsw ell. C e le b ra t io n  a t  
B is h o p 's  C ro ss in g  and monument u n v e ile d .



-6-

1901 - July 29th, New St, Francis Mill at Windsor Mills destroyed 
by fire. Loss $250,000.
October 3rd, Sherbrooke welcomes T. R. H., the Duke and 
Duchess of York, large assemblage of people from the Town
ships,

1902 - January 30th, Gales Factory at Waterville its chief in
dustry burned,

1903 - June 4th, fire and drought in Eastern Townships, Worst in 
50 years,

1904 - August 11th, rails of Orford Mountain Railway laid across 
town lines below Potton and Bolton. Judge Foster of 
Knowlton officiating,

1905 - May 24th, Palmer Cox presents his Brownie Band to audience 
in his home town Granby,

1906 - September 11th, formal opening of St, Francis District 
Court House at Sherbrooke, Premier Gouin, Chief Justice 
Sir Alexander Lacoste, Sir Melbourne Tait and other no
tables present,

1906 - October 28th, congregations of Three Rivers celebrate 90th 
Anniversary of Church. 110 years since services were first 
held in Stanstead,

1907 - February 1st, Megantic and Agnes united as town of Megantio. 
May 7th, Sherbrooke’s Jewish congregation formally organiz
ed.
July 16th, Sherbrooke’s pop given as 14,712, an increase 
of 763 from last year,
July 25th, The fiftieth (50th) Anniversary of Owl’s Head 
Masonic Lodge and over 200 attend meeting in the famous 
natural lodge room at the top of the mountain.
September 24th, street delivery of mail begins in Sherbrooke 
December 28th, Sherbrooke’s new civio hospital on Drummond 
Road completed.

1908 - September 2Rth, fires at Megantic, Spaulding Township laid 
waste, 
October 23rd, some 3,000 acres burned in Stoke Township, 
ten mile fire lino.

1910 - April 28th, Brownie Castle in Granby invaded by friends of 
Palmer Cox who was presented with an address and gifts on 
his 70th birthday.

1911 - January 4th, St, Francis College at Granby burned with a 
loss of $75,000.
June 16th, corner stone of Sherbrooke’s new Protestant 
School on Drummond Street (Lawrence School) laid with im
posing ceremony,

1912 - November 9th, Rural delivery in Townships begin.

1914 - January 3rd, Government buys two properties near Lennox-
ville for the Experimental Farm, 
January 3rd, New Quebec Central Railway building in 
Sherbrooke opened to the public.
June 18th, Duke and Duchess of Connaught visit Sherbrooke, 
Lennoxville, Magog and take trip on Lako Memphremagog, 
August 18th, Old Homo Week in Coaticook opens Barnston 
honors memory of late Nathaniel Jenckes,M.D., with memorial 
tablet which was unveiled on this occasion.
Illuminations and numerous celebrations took place during 
the week at Coaticook.
August 18th first of Sherbrooke’s Units leave for Valoartier 
August 24th, first Sherbrooke contingent is off. Eastern 
Townships like other places rest under the war cloud. All 
parts raising contingents for the fighting overseas.
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1915 -  June 4 th , te n  thousand people from a l l  p a r ts  of th e  Townships 
assemble in  Sherbrooke to  bid fa re w e ll to  th e  Sth C.M.R. Mayor 
James MacKinnon extends o f f i c ia l  fa rew e ll in  His M ajesty’ s T heatre. 
I t  was then  th a t  Col. Baker said  "Remember we only want good men." 
October 11th , d isa s tro u s  f i r e  a t  S tan stead , 50 b u ild in g s  burned 
and lo ss  $200,000.

1916 -  May 29th, p re se n ta tio n  of co lors to  117th B a tta lio n  from people 
of the  Townships. Ceremony in  His M ajesty ’ s T heatre . Bishop 
W illiams of Quebec consecrates c o lo rs . Men leave May 30th, 
35th B attery  also  went overseas in  1916, 
October 9 th , f i r s t  sod turned on s i t e  of new Bishop’ s College 
School, L ennoxville ,

1919 -  March 18th , Townships welcome 5th C.M.R,, 150 m iles of welcome. 
September 22nd, f i r s t  E. T. Aeroplane landed a t North H atley. 
L ieu ts . McRea and McKay, 
October 29th, P rince  o f Wales welcomed to  Sherbrooke, Lennoxville 
and o th e r p laces in  the  Townships,

1920 -  February 2nd, Sherbrooke’ s b u ild in g  p lans c a l l  fo r  expenditure of 
$2,500,000.
November 16 th , formal opening of Canadian Connecticut Cotton 
M ills .

1921 .  January 6 th , Wales Campaign (Wales Home) opened w ith banquet a t 
New Sherbrooke House, O bjective $300,000.
March 16 th , Duke and Duchess of Devonshire and Lady Anne Cavendish 
v i s i t  Sherbrooke, L ennoxville , Coatioook and o th e r Township p laces .

1922 -  June 5 th , announcement th a t  Coaticook and Norton (Coaticook-Norton) 
Highway w il l  be b u i l t .
Ju ly  21st, E astern  Townships secures la rg e  asbesto s in d u s try .

1923 -  March 19th, se r io u s  f i r e  a t  Coaticook. Many b u ild in g s  destroyed 
and lo ss  $110,000, 
June 15th , b ig  f i r e  a t  Thetford Mines. Asbestos p la n t burned, 
lo s s  $300,000, 
Ju ly  19th, corner stone o f the new Masonic Temple, Sherbrooke, 
l a id  w ith im pressive  ceremony. Rev. Dr. Reid, th e  speaker,

1924 -  September 30th, earthquake shocks in  p a r ts  o f the Townships. 
November 21 st, unique H ydro-E lectric  developments planned a t C o a ti
cook, and ra te -p a y e rs  au thorize  council to  borrow $150,000,

1925 -  October 29th , E astern  Townships again  re tu rn ed  so lid  L ib e ra l. 
Conservatives la rg e s t  group, 
December 24th , Sherbrooke City i s  50 years o ld . C ity c h a rte r  
bears date December 24th, 1875, sanctioned by Queen V ic to r ia .

1926 -  June 1 s t ,  Q.C.R. took  over B. & M. Railway from Sherbrooke to  
Newport, 
June 20th, no tab le  event a t G r i f f in ’s C orners, S tanstead , the  85th 
anniversary  of Union Church.
November 7 th , Sherbrooke’ s M anorial Monument to  Heroes unveiled .

1927 -  March 29th , New e le c t r i c  power a t  Coaticook tu rned  on fo r  th e  f i r s t  
tim e, 
June 12th , th e  121st anniversary  of founding of M ethodist, now 
United Church of H atley , observed by sp ec ia l se rv ic e s . Also the 
121st ann iversary  o f f i r s t  M ethodist Church in  C a ssv ille , sp e c ia l 
se rv ices  w ith  Rev,E.M. Taykr,M.A., v e te ran  p a s to r , as preacher. 
August 6 th , re p o rts  show th a t  E astern  Township cream shipped to  
New England i s  22 carlo ad s  d a ily .
August 13th, New Country Club, Sherbrooke, opened, 
October 4 th , The 48th Annual p la in in g  m atch, Sherbrooke Ploughmen’ s 
A ssocia tion ,
October 12 th , the  50th annual ploughing match o f M issisquoi County. 
November 4 th , High w ater in  E astern  Townships and E astern  S ta te s , 
w orst in  y e a rs .
November 14th , F i r s t  t r a in  over flooded a re a , from Sherbrooke to  
Newport.
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November 20th, Colder weather checks flood ,

1927 -  December 1 s t ,  Cold wave sweeps country.
December 1 s t ,  Reports show th a t  November was most abnormal month, 
as regards weather conditions and r e s u l t s ,  fo r  th e  p a st 50 y e a rs .

In g iving a summary of the  va rio u s  Townships, which make up our 
E astern  Townships, I w i l l  take them a lp h a b e tic a lly  and begin  w ith  Arthabaska.

Arthabaska County comprises 441,720 a c re s . Of th i s  216,260 
acres can be c la ssed  as improved land , 136,624 acres of fo r e s t  land , and the  
balance in  unimproved lan d , I t  is  r e la t iv e ly  poorly s e t t l e d ,  having in  1927 
some 3000 fa rm ers. The population  has dim inished during the  p a s t 50 y e a rs . 
In 1870 th e re  were 17,611 people and in  1927 only 14,373. Most of the farms 
are  ra th e r  la rg e  in  area . The ra is in g  o f farm animals and d a iry in g  are en
gaged in  and th e  se ttlem e n ts  have th e i r  cream eries, a lso  b u tte r  and cheese 
f a c to r ie s .  Lumbering has been an a c tiv e  Industry  fo r more th an  h a lf  a cen
tu ry , Saw m il ls  ore numerous. The Tpwnships in  th i s  County include B uls- 
tro d e , S tan fo rd , Horton, C hester, Warwick, Fingwick and A rthabaska. By 1880 
French Canadians were a t t r a c te d  in to  the  county. The in c rease  of population 
were a l l  of French o rig in .

V ic to r ia v i l le  a t  th is  tim e had some 400 in h a b ita n ts  and was c a lle d  
Arthabaska S ta tio n , on account of th e  G .T.R .as a lso  a branch having been b u i l t  
opposite  Three R ivers to  ..xrthabaska, E ast sane th re e  m iles l i e s  S t.C h ris 
tophe d ’A rthabaska, the  c a p i ta l  of the  county, where were lo ca ted  the  County 
B u ild ings, j a i l ,  church, p r in t in g  estab lishm ent fo r  the weekly newspaper, saw 
and f lo u r  m i l l s ,  potash fa c to r ie s  and s to re s .  Today i t  i s  the  educa tiona l 
c e n tre , con tain ing  two c o lle g e s , a convent and a m onastery. I t  a lso  has the 
honour of being th e  homo town of the  la te  S ir  W ilfred L a u rie r.

V ic to r ia v i l le  (form erly /arthabaska S ta tio n ) i s  the  commercial 
c e n tre , having made a steady growth during th e  l a s t  h a l f  cen tu ry . In 1900 
th e re  were 1693 in h a b ita n ts , in  1910 3759 and in  1927 some 50g0., Jho town 
con tains v a ried  m anufacturing concerns, a la rg e  C atholic  ChurcR,/c§ntfont, 
academy fo r boys, numerous s to re s , th re e  banks. I t s  e le c t r i c  power i s  de
riv ed  from th e  Shawinigan Power Company.

Warwick, some 32 m iles from Richmond and 40 m iles from Quebec C ity , 
has numerous m anufactures and has made advance during the  p a s t y e a rs . I t  i s  
a lso  a farming c e n tre ,

Brome County has an area  of 304,676 acres and i s  made up of 4 
tow nships, v i z . ,  Bromo, Bolton, Sutton and P o tton . I t  i s  c a lle d  the  mountain 
county of the  d i s t r i c t ,  Brome Mountain, a somewhat separa ted  peak, stands in  
the North w est co m er, Pinnacle Mountain i s  lo ca ted  in  th e  South west sec tio n . 
Out o f the  f e r t i l e  v a lle y  flows the  Yamaska R iver or ra th e r  a branch. Crossing 
d iagonally  in  the South west p a rt i s  the Sutton range o f mountains which i s  on 
ir r e g u la r  ch a in , d iv id in g  the  w aters flowing north  from th o se  en te rin g  Lake 
Memphramagog and M issisquo i. Round Top, 2,900 f t ,  i s  the h ig h e s t o f th e  Brome 
Mountains. Brome Lake i s  a charming p iece o f w ater 9 m iles zin circum ference, 
and c irc u la r  in  shape. The c e n tra l v a lle y  of th i s  sec tio n  i s  65 m iles  from 
M ontreal, and which has been connected from the  early  days w ith  a good road 
and ra ilw ay . Brome Lake has been a favoured summer re s o r t  fo r M ontreal people. 
Of la te  y ears  th e re  i s  qu ite  an in f lu x  during the  summer of people from the  
United S ta te s . From the  s tandpoin t of a g r ic u l tu re , i t  i s  considered good, and 
i t  i s  a lso  w ell fo re s te d . The saw m ill  i s  a fa m ilia r  s ig h t and tim ber in  
connection w ith d a iry in g , are  im portan t re so u rce s . Iro n , copper and o ther 
m inerals were d iscovered by the p ioneers and some have been worked in  p a s t days. 
The popu la tion  in  1927 was placed a t 12,432, and number o f farms 2,083. The 
county has a f a i r  m a jo rity  of E nglish  speaking people. Like o th e r farming 
and lumber s e c tio n s , the  population has decreased , as in  1871 th e re  were 
13,757. There are numerous v i l la g e s ,  each a cen tre  of a f e r t i l e  farming sec
t io n . Knowlton was e a r ly  ?made the county town, even though Sutton exceeds i t  
in  s ize . The o th e r v i l la g e s  are Bolton C entre, E and S, B olton , Bolton Glen 
and Brcme. The farms in  Brome County have a f in ish e d  appearance and th e  v i l 
lages have been m odernized. The atmosphere and color of most o f the  s e t t le d  
p a r ts  remind one of England, or the  o ld e r reg ions o f the New England S ta te s . 
They have a charm th a t  appeals to  th e  s tra n g e r ,

Compton County, considered the l a r g e s t ,  has an a rea  o f 570,198 
a cres . I t s  fo r e s t  a rea  i s  300,434 a c re s , rocky and waste land 166,440 a c re s ,
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and improved land 98,626 acres. Population in  1927 was 18,786. I t  contains 
numerous v illages but only 3 having 1000 or more, v iz ..  Cookshire, Scotstown, 
Sawyerville, Megantic and East Angus. I ts  townships comprise Hereford, Comp
ton, Aukland, Emberton, Newport, D itton, Eastbury, Bury, Lingwick and Hampden.

Hereford Township was formed in  1800 through a grant to  a James 
Rankin. The Maine Central sk irts  the east side and known as the Hereford 
Railway, b u ilt  in 1889. A Mr. F. Paquette formed a colony of repa tria ted  
French Canadians in what was known as the "Gore" a narrow s tr ip  of land on the 
west side of the township. Paquetville is  the largest v illage  with Hereford 
and East Hereford coming next. Cammins M ills is  the port of entry , and 
rea lly  forms part of Beecher F a lls , Vt.

Compton Township was granted in  1802 to Jesse Pennoyer, N. 
Coffin, Jos. Kilbome and th e ir  associates, a l l  of whom came from the United 
S tates. Jesse Pennoyer had been on the ground since 1796, having se ttled  
ju s t below the present v illage of W aterville. The Coaticook, Salmon and Moes 
Rivers supply drainage for the township, as also small water powers. Nowhere 
can one find b e tte r  farms. Dairying is  the principal occupation, cheese and 
bu tte r are made on a largo scale and a largo amount of milk is  da ily  shipped 
to Montreal. The population in  1815 was 700 and in 1830 had increased to 1200. 
Until the v illage  of Compton was sot off in  1893, i t  was the most populous 
township in  the county. In 1891 the census of the township was 2409 inhabi
tan ts , but in 1927 only 2000,

Compton Village with 500 population, is  s t r ic t ly  a ru ra l centre. 
An Experimental Farm was established here in  1893 whore regular courses in 
agriculture were taught.

Clifton Township, adjoining Compton on the east, was orccted in 
1799. This township was noteworthy for i t s  standing timber and although saw 
m ills have been cutting th is  into lumber for a century, a groat deal s t i l l  
remains. The f i r s t  s e t t le r  was Isaac Thurber in 1798. He was succeeded in 
two years by Isaac Lindsay who worked the same fam  for 7 years without a 
neighbour. At f i r s t  th is  township was joined with Compton, Eaton and Here
ford for municipal and school government and did not have a separate existence 
u n til 1853. In 1873 East C lifton was sot up as a municipality with an area 
of 10,000 acres. In 1896 there was another division of the township, mainly 
along rac ia l lin e s . One part known as M artinvillc composed of English 
speaking people, and St. Edwidge, composed of French. M artinvillc derived 
i t s  name from the fac t th a t Daniel Martin came there in  1838, b u i l t  a dam and 
saw m ill (old stylo upright) and the v illage  that grow up around the m ill 
became known as Martin’s Mills and la te r  M artinvillc.

St. Edwidge hod for i t s  f i r s t  s e t t le r  Charles McClary, Later the 
member for Compton County in the Provincial Parliament. This v illage  a ttrac ted  
many French. Racial lines are no longer a separation, because M artinville at 
present is  mostly French.

Auckland, Ditton, Newport and Emberton Townships form a group on the 
east side of the county, none of which are large ly  populated, because timber has 
been the main resource, and th is  was exploited re la tiv e ly  la te . Although s itu 
ated close to the American border, these townships were off the na tu ra l lines 
of entry and were overlooked in the migration from the United S tates. Today 
these four townships support a population of 3800, according to  the census 
figures of 1926. Auckland 626, Ditton 1600, Newport 758, and Emberton 717. 
In area Auckland has 19,233 acres, Ditton 38,981,Newport 61,150 and Emberton 
46,900 acres. Fully two-thirds of the area of these four townships are classed 
as fo rest lands, Auckland being the exception in having only one h a lf  of her 
area wooded. Auckland was granted in  part in  1806 to about 30 people but no 
settlement was made up to 1831. A sort of foot path ran through i t  which was 
made and used by the Indians on th e ir  way to  the Chaudicre River. Emberton 
was erected as a township in 1870, although surveyed in 1864. The discovery 
of gold in the L it t le  Ditton River led to the opening of the land, but gold 
was not found in paying quantities. One Alfred Cardinal was the sole inhabi
tan t of th is  section from 1870 to  1873, and he was found frozen to death a short 
distance from his cabin. A Belgian immigrant named Homore Dion took the place 
of Cardinal, and the f i r s t  child born in  Emberton was of h is family numbering 8, 
who, in tu rn , were the so lita ry  residents of th is  great area.

Newport Township was erected in 1801 and granted to a number of 
individuals. In 1791 Alured Clark, then Governor of Lower Canada, granted 
the Township to Stephen Williams of Danbury, Vt. and 40 of h is  associates. 
Williams fa iled  to  make good, so Edmund Heard and Josiah Sawyer set out in  1793
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from M issisquoi Bay and s e t t le d  themselves on P leasan t H ill in  Newport. 
About one y ear a f t e r  they  brought t h e i r  fam ily . Heard p e tit io n e d  fo r  the  
township in  1797 and had the  p a te n t issued  to  him in  1801. This township 
i s  thought to  have held  th e  f i r s t  m unicipal m eeting in  the  E astern  Townships 
as the  records go back to  September 28th, 1799. There are now many l i t t l e  
ham lets s c a tte re d  through Newport, n e a rly  a l l  o f which have a sawm ill. Same 
have cheese fa c to r ie s  because th i s  township i s  becoming more and more a 
d a iry ing  se c tio n .

D itton  Township was c o n s ti tu te d  in  1803 and granted  to  a number 
of in d iv id u a ls . There was no attem pt to  se ttlem en t u n t i l  1862. In 1864 
gold was d iscovered b u t th e  Hon. Henry Pope, one of the most a c tiv e  promoters 
and b en efac to rs  of Campton County bought up much o f the land  along the  gold 
bearing  stream  and se t men to  m ining i t .  The gold was never found in  paying 
q u a n ti t ie s ,  however. In  l a t e r  l i f e  Mr. Pope wore a m assive gold chain and 
remarked " I worked a good many years  to  get t h i s  chain even a t  the  w holesale 
p r ic e ."  Although the d i s t r i c t  was mined fo r  twenty y e a rs , he got more gold 
from h is  sec tio n  than  d id  the o th e rs .

Lumbering has been c a r r ie d  on w ith  in c reasin g  a c t iv i ty  during  the
l a s t  40 y ears  and th e  popu la tion  has doubled, which i s  on exception as regards 
conditions in  o ther s e c tio n s .

Eaton Township is  one of the la r g e s t  and most populous in  the
county. I t  was so t up in  1800 and p a rt o f i t  granted to  Josiah  Sawyer and 
h is  a sso c ia te s . Sawyer, a f t e r  wham Saw yerville  was named, was probably  the 
f i r s t  s e t t l o r  in  1794. In 1798 a second con tingen t moved in ,  among whom 
was John Cook, whose name i s  found in  the  v i l la g e  of Cookshire. The con
tin u a tio n  of C ra ig ’ s Road was la id  through Eaton, C ookshire, S aw yerv ille , 
C lifto n  and Hereford about 1815.

The Eaton and S t. F rancis R ivers were the  c h ie f  means o f tra n s
p o rta tio n  before  th e  G.T.R. was b u i l t  some y ea rs  l a t e r .  In 1815 Eaton had 
a popula tion  of 600, One Alden Leonard l e f t  on record the  fo llow ing : "The 
6 th  of June 1816, i t  commenced to  snow w ith  the wind from the  n o rth  w est, 
and i t  continued fo r  th ro e  days the weather as cold as in  w in te r. The
loave 6 were a l l  k i l l e d  and n e a r ly  a l l  of th e  b ird s  d ied . On account o f the 
cold summer and hard  f r o s t s  fo r  two or th re e  y ears  in  succession , p rov isions 
o f a l l  kinds wore very  h igh , f lo u r  s e ll in g  from ^15.00 to  1^18.00 a b a r r e l .  
Many of the  farms were l e f t  vacan t and h a l f  th e  s e t t l e r s  l o f t  the  country . 
In 1820 conditions were rev e rsed , tho spring  breaking  e a rly  and a l l  crops grew 
w onderfully and ripened  e a r ly ."

The B r i t i s h  .American Land Company in  1833 d id  a g rea t dea l in
brin g in g  about th e  se ttlem en t o f Eaton tow nship. This Company owned g rea t 
areo.s and b u i l t  ro a d s , b ridges and saw m ills. Schools were so t up as ea r ly  
as 1810, although th e  f i r s t  school d i s t r i c t  was formed in  1842, com prising 
Eaton, Newport, D itton  and C lin ton  to m s h ip s . In 1831 Eaton township was 
d iv ided  in to  2 church p a rish e s . S t, P e te rs  a t  the  n o rth  and S t. Pauls a t 
the  sou th , and th e  population  a t  th i s  tim e was 805, In 1927 th e re  were a 
dozen post o f f ic e s  in  th e  township and sev e ra l v i l la g e s .  A ll arc  ru r a l  
c e n tre s , however, having s a m i l l s ,  cheese f a c to r ie s  and b u t te r  f a c to r ie s .  
Eaton Corner and Saw yerville  are  on th e  southern  highway and ra i l ro a d . 
Saw yerville i s  the  m arket cen tre  of a fin e  farm ing sec tion  and was made a 
separa te  m u n ic ip a lity  in  1892. For a time i t  had a la rg e  sawmill owned 
and operated by Pope & Ivos. At p re sen t i t  co n ta in s  a sm aller saw m ill, a 
pulp end wood m ill  and b u t te r  fa c to ry . P opu la tion  in  1926 was around 500.

Cookshire w ith  a popu la tion  in  1926 of 1000 was in co rp o ra ted  in
June 1892 and had been s e t t le d  since  1798 and grown slowly up to  th e  tim e of 
the  b u ild in g  o f the  In te rn a tio n a l  Railway (now the  C .P .R .). Some 50 y ears  
ago, the  Cookshire people went to  Eaton Comer to  t ra d e . I t  was made the  
c h e f - l ie u  o f the  County and derived th e  advantages from the Court and County 
b u ild in g s . L a te r as the  ju n c tio n  po in t o f the  C.P.R. and the  Maine C en tra l, 
i t  became a sh ipping  c e n tre  fo r  the  reg ion . Mrs. Day, in  h er h is to ry  o f th e  
E astern  Townships w r it te n  in  1869, gives a very  lu r id  account o f Cookshire.

E astbury , Bury, Lingwick and Hampden are  the  rem aining and n o r
th e rn  most of the  townships in  Compton County. Lingwick township has an 
area  of 64,000 acres w ith  a p re sen t popu la tion  of 850, Hampden w ith  32,378 
acres has 371, Bury w ith  55,738 acres has a popu la tion  of 1475 and W estbury, 
a t r ia n g le  in  shape, w ith  12,607 a c re s , has a popu la tion  of 375, ( a l l  taken 
from 1926 oensus). Together th e se  four tow nships make up a th i r d  o f  the 
county and con ta ins n e a r ly  h a lf  of i t s  r e s id e n ts .
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Bury Township dates from 1803 and years  l a te r  the  survey had not 
been completed, nor were th e re  any s e t t l e r s ,  o th e r than s q u a t te r s ,  be fo re  
1835, when the  B r i t is h  American Land Company who had come in to  possession  of 
th i s  and th e  neighbouring townships in  1833, brought in  immigrants from Great 
B r i ta in . Through t h i s  Company, log houses were b u i l t  as a lso  roads, school 
houses e s ta b lish e d  and churches e re c te d . Some 2000 new comers en tered  Bury 
in  1836, but i t / s a id  th a t  many l e f t  fo r  o ther f i e ld s ,  not having th e  courage 
to  s t ic k .

Lingwick Township was granted in  p a r t  in  1807 to  a number of 
fa m ilie s , but l a t e r  became the p roperty  of the  B r i t is h  Land Company, The 
founding of V ic to ria  V illage  in  1836 was th e  f i r s t  se ttlem en t in  th e  d i s t r i c t  
and was composed of I r i s h  and Scotch, A second group came over in  1841 and 
Scotchmen moved in to  the  township fo r a number of years  a f t e r .  V ic to r ia  from 
1836 grew to  30 houses and 150 people w ith a saw m il l ,  church, school house 
and an o ff ic e  of th e  B r it is h  American ^and^Company, When the  immigrants 
re a liz e d  th a t  they were expected to  worfe/fof t h e i r  passage over and a lso  fo r 
the la n d , th e re  began a general exodus which l e f t  th e  v i l la g e  w ith one fam ily , 
a Dutchman named R ochart. He and h is  son were afterw ards drowned in  the  
Salmon R iver, and which put an end to  th e  i l l - f a t e d  V ic to r ia , What was once 
a t h r i f t y  se ttlem en t was taken again  by the f o r e s t .

Hampden Township was e re c te d  as a m u n ic ip a lity  in  1874 and s e t t le d  
by the  Scotch. Scotstow n, loca ted  in  the c e n tre ,  was in co rpo ra ted  in  1892, 
The town, w e ll supplied  w ith w ater power from th e  Salmon R iver, i s  a lso  located  
on the  C.P.R. I t  con ta in s saw m i l l s ,  severa l s to re s , churches, e tc .  The 
township i s  ra th e r  more a lumbering d i s t r i c t  than  a farming one.

Westbury Township was g ranted  to  the  Hon. Henry C aldw ell, then  the 
R eceiver-G eneral fo r  Lower Canada in  1804, and which passed w ith in  a few years 
to  h is  son John C aldw ell. The S t. Francis R iver flows through t h i s  sec tio n  
and i s  jo in ed  w ith in  th e  l im its  by th e  Eaton R iver. The township i s  w e ll-  
tim bered and contained s e t t l e r s  e a r ly , the u n se tt le d  land being purchased by 
the B r i t is h  American Land Company in  1835. Westbury had every th ing  needed 
to  make a th r iv in g  d i s t r i c t ,  but th e re  was a la c k  o f harmony or u n ity  among 
i t s  people. In 1869, i t  was w r i t te n  th a t^ ^ e r ta in  lo c a l c lauses have operated 
to  re ta rd  th e  p rogress o f the  township'.Thero/lack of agreement as to  whore a 
bridge across the  S t. Francis R iver should be lo ca ted  which would go f a r  to  
u n ite  th e  two se c tio n s . Not u n t i l  com paratively modern tim es was th e  bridge 
b u i l t .  In 1857 th e re  was but one post o ff ic e  in  the  township and th a t  a t  
Westbury v i l la g e .  In  1870 th is  ham let had a population  of le s s  than  100. 
Even today , w ith the  exception of E ast Angus, th e  township has under 500 
people.

East Angus, the  m etropo lis  of Campton County, w ith  4000 people, 
was s t i l l  in  the w ild  fo re s t  stage in  1882, when th e  s i t e  and w ater power 
were purchased by W illiam Angus of M ontreal. A company was formed known as 
the  Wil-Angus & Co., which the f i r s t  year c le a re d  the  lan d , b u i l t  a dam, 
railw ay s id in g , saw m il l  and pulp m i l l .  This m ill  was lo c a te d  on th e  north  
side of the  r iv e r .  In 1891 the company sold out to  the  Royal Pulp & Paper
Company and work th en  began on a la rg e  paper m il l  on the  south side o f the
r iv e r .  In a d d itio n  th e  company e rec ted  houses, b u i l t  a la rg e  re s e rv o ir  (1895)
and connected th i s  w ith  pipes to  the  v il la g e  and p la n ts . E le c t r i c i ty  and
o th e r u t i l i t i e s  were supplied  to  th e  peop le . East Angus i s  a good example 
of a company made v i l la g e .  In 1891 th e  v i l la g e  had no bank, no h o te l worthy 
of th e  name, a gross revenue (p o s ta l)  o f  $470.48 and a population  of 600, In 
1926 th e  popu la tion  was 4000, and the  town contained 2 banks, 2 h o te ls ,  churches, 
sch o o ls , s to re s ,  wood working estab lishm en ts and o th e r minor in d u s t r ie s .  The 
pulp and paper m il ls  which had now become a p a rt  of the  Brompton Pulp & Paper 
Company, was a very la rg e  concern,

Drummond County, one o f the  n o rth e rn  sec tio n s  w ith an a rea  o f 324,214 
a c re s , had a popu la tion  of 23,702, o f which 2,662 were c lassed  as farm ers. 
The improved land t o t a l s  174,125 a c re s , the unimproved land 73,079 acres and 
the  fo r e s t  land (which inc ludes the  fa rm er’s woods) covers 69,828 a c re s , and 
th e  w aste land 6,102 a c re s . The French Canadian makes up 97% of th e  popu la tion . 
The county l i e s  across th e  Lower S t. F rancis R iv e r, where the  land  i s  m ostly 
le v e l ,  only a few extreme e le v a tio n s , The w estern  corner alm ost reaches th e  
Yamaska R iver, and tokos in  some of the  Yamaska P la in . The scheme under which 
th i s  s e c tio n  was opened tended to  keep the  French Canadian o u t, and n o t u n t i l  
th e  m iddle o f l a s t  century  did he begin to  en te r f r e e ly .  For th e  most p a r t  
he came from the nearby S t, Lawrence farm s. In  lo s s  than  two decades (20 y ears) 
th e  French population  ro se  from 3000 to  44000 people. The county comprises the  
Townships of Grantham, Wickham, Simpson, Dunham and Kingsey,



-  12 -

Grantham Township was granted to  W illiam  Grant in  1800.

Simpson Township was given as a whole in  1801 to  o ff ic e rs  and p r i 
v a te s  of th e  Canadian M il i t i a  who served during th e  siege o f Quebec in  1775 
and 1776. The land i s  low in  many p laces but f e r t i l e .  The N icolet R iver 
sends severa l branches in to  th is  a rea .

Wickham Township had 23,786 acres granted to  W illiam Lindsay and 
o thers  in  1802, but t h i s  land  was neglected fo r  two decades,

Durham Township da tes from 1802 w ith  Thomas S c o tt as p r in c ip a l  p ro
p r ie to r .  The Abenaqui Indians owned 8,150 acres  by l e t t e r s  p a te n t. There 
was a small se ttlem en t on th e  S t, Francis R iver as e a rly  as 1815,

Kingsey Township was granted in  1803 and had fo r  i t s  c h ie f  p ro 
p r ie to r  Samuel H olland, th e  Surveyor General fo r  the  n o rth e rn  d i s t r i c t  of 
America befo re  the  American R evolution. Dr. George Longmore and Donald McLean 
were o ther owners. While th i s  totonship has sp lendid  resou rces and gave promise 
of becoming one of th e  most populous, i t  was fo r ty  years before any r e a l  s t a r t  
was made. Even today i t  i s  no t as w ell peopled as some o f the  o th e r tow nships.

The l i v e l i e s t  days of Drummond County were in  the  70’ s and a decade 
or two l a t e r ,  when lumbermen ran the  r iv e r ,  and tim ber was of more importance 
than  farm ing. Now th e  q u ie t ways of a g r ic u ltu re  hold sway. The county is  
c lassed  as among the  b e s t fo r  d a iry in g . T ran sp o rta tio n  by r a i l  and good roads 
make the  c o lle c tio n  of m ilk from the  wide sc a tte re d  farms com paratively easy. 
A q u an tity  o f t h i s  m ilk i s  shipped to  M ontreal, besides a g rea t amount o f b u t te r  
and cheese. The county co n ta in s 13 b u tte r  f a c to r ie s  and 8 cheese f a c to r ie s .  
More than  1,250,000 pounds o f b u t te r  are  made annually  by these  concerns, besides 
a l ik e  amount by th e  fan n e rs . There are two la rg e  towns in  the county -  Drum- 
m ondville w ith 6,000 in  1926 and S t. Joseph de Grantham w ith  1375. There i s  
a lso  a number of v i l la g e s ,  such as Grantham 425, Kingsey F a lls  425, Lefcbre 640, 
S t. C y rille  695, and Wickham 310,

The town of Drummondvilie i s  a very old se ttlem en t and was one o f 
the f i r s t  in  th e  Eadborn Townships to  reach hamlet s iz e . I t  was made the  County 
Seat and the  D is t r ic t  Court was held th e re . The popu la tion  in  1875 was 750, 
and expanded to  i t s  p re sen t s iz e ,  only 6 ,609, a f te r  power in  q u a n tity  was de
veloped a t  Lord’ s F a lls  on th e  S t, F rancis R iver by the  Southern Canada Power 
Company, who have a hydro p la n t  in  the  town producing 18,000 horse power. Of 
re c e n t date  th e  company has developed a huge power a t  Hemmingway, a l i t t l e  
fu r th e r  up the  r iv e r  a sh o rt d is tan ce  from th e  town. Drummondville i s  only 
62 m iles  from M ontreal and has two ra ilw ays, th e  C.N.R. and th e  C .P .R .. The 
town i s  up to  date as regards s to re s ,  schools and churches. In 1926 i t  con
ta in e d  18 p la n ts  w ith a c a p i ta l  investment o f $7,674,000, and an annual pro
duction  o f n e a rly  $5,000,000, I t s  in d u s tr ie s  a re  d iv e r s if ie d  and cover a wide 
l i s t ,

S t. Joseph de Grantham is  a p re t ty  ru ra l  v i l la g e .  I t s  popula tion  
c o n s is ts  m ostly o f r e t i r e d  fa rm ers. I t s  in d u s tr ie s  are  m ostly fo r  th e  farms
and th e  business p laces are  run  to  supply th e  surrounding a g r ic u ltu re  community.

Megantic County i s  next-door-neighbour to  Frontenac County on the  
North E ast and both  are  the  two most E a s te r ly  of th e  E aste rn  Townships, 
O rig in a lly  i t s  a rea  was 1,465 square m ile s , of which 100 years  ago only a small 
p a r t  had been surveyed.

Frontenac County and th e  whole Southern se c tio n  of Megantic were 
considered as waste lan d . In 1828 Megantic was th e  le a s t  populous of th e  
counties in  th e  Province, and next to  the  l a s t  in  the  value  o f p roduc tion . By 
1870 Megantic had been reduced to  i t s  p resen t l im it s  of 468,320 acres and had 
acquired a popula tion  of 18,878 people or n e a rly  h a l f  of th e  32,230, according 
to  th e  1926 census. In 1870 th e  fo re s t  was th e  c h ie f  and almost only  resource 
used and the  saw m il l  the  c h ie f  in d u s try . Farming during  th i s  period  was not 
c a rr ie d  on in  any la rg e  or p ra c t ic a l  way. A sbestos, d iscovered in  1847, was 
n o t mined u n t i l  1877. Copper had been discovered and mined from 1859 to  1866. 
Leeds was th e  only v i l la g e  worthy o f th e  name, and was thought to  have a b r ig h t 
fu tu re  on account o f i t s  proxim ity  to  th e  copper and iron  m ines. The h is to ry  
o f Megantic up to  1880 and l a t e r  is  th a t  of a s e c tio n  d ese rted  u n t i l  lumbering 
and mining on a small sc a le  had s ta r te d .  A gricu ltu re  did no t occupy th e  cen tre  
o f th e  s tag e .

The townships in  the County include N elson, Som erset, Inverness, 
H a lifax , I re la n d , Leeds, T hetford and C olraine. A ll w ith  th e  exception o f
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C olraine Township had been surveyed and p a r ts  granted p r io r  to  1815, bu t had 
few se ttlem e n ts . Nelson and Somerset which l i e  behind the  o ld  s e ig n io rie s  of 
D eschaillons and L othb in iere  were granted in  1804 to  o f f ic e r s  and p r iv a te s  of 
the Canadian M il i t ia .

They were f a i r ly  good townships w atered by sev e ra l small streams 
and th e  R ivers Becancour and the  Du Chene, bu t were com pletely neg lec ted  fo r 
severa l decades.

H alifax  Township, w ith  only the South East p a r t  surveyed in  1815 
had small sec tions granted to  M atthes S co tt and Benjamin Jo b e r t, but no one 
had lo ca ted  upon them,

Inverness Township had come in to  possession of Jos. F rob isher as 
had areas of Ire lan d  in  1810. Much of Inverness i s  low and valuable  only fo r 
i t s  tim ber. Ire lan d  Township has qu ite  mountainous sec tio n s  but p le n ty  of 
good land . The only y early  se ttlem en t made was one known as Lords where a
saw m ill was e rec ted  and a few fa m ilie s  were try in g  to  c u l t iv a te  the newly 
c leared  land .

Thetford Township was considered too mountainous and ba rren  and too 
w orth less to  be w orth the  owning. A Dr. North had applied  fo r one h a lf  of i t  
in  1805, and rece iv ed  i t  before he knew what i t  was l ik e .

Leeds Township was considered to  be th e  choice se c tio n  of th e  county 
in  th e  days when th e  townships were being surveyed and s e t  a p a r t .  One quarte r 
of Leeds was secured by Isaac Todd in  1802, and severa l o th e r t r a c t s  were granted 
during the nex t few y e a rs . Several thousand acres came in to  possession  of 
some as compensation fo r  the  b u ild in g  of C ra ig ’s Road, so th a t  th e  whole town
ship  was taken  up com paratively e a r ly . One of th e  reasons why so many acres 
in  t h i s  township were considered va luab le  was because Jos. K ilbourne in  1800 
had tra c e d  a road through th e  reg ion  from the  S t. Lawrence R iver to  the  S t. 
F rancis R iver, th e  same th a t  S ir James Craig and m il i ta ry  road b u ild e rs  c lea red  
and made in  1809. S e t t le r s  along t h i s  l in e  were given a p a ten t to  t h e i r  lo t s  
on cond ition  o f c le a r in g  a c e r ta in  p a r t  o f i t  and b u ild in g  a house. Con
tiguous to  th e  highway Leeds V illage  was one of th e  se ttle m e n ts , begun under 
th e se  con d itio n s . Tho war o f 1812 engaged the  a t te n t io n  o f both  the  Province 
and Government, and th e  road which had been b u i l t  a g a in s t th e  w ishes o f the 
m a jo rity  in  Parliam ent was allowed to  go to  ru in  and th e  few s e t t l e r s  along i t s  
ro u te  soon faded to  in s ig n if ic a n t  p ro p o rtio n s . Leeds V illage  surv ived  but 
th a t  was about a l l .  A re v iv a l came to  th e  sec tio n  when the  lumbermen began to  
use th e  upper w aters o f the  Becancour R iver which reached the  tow nship. Farming 
succeeded the  c le a r in g  of the  fo re s t  and Megantic took  on th e  a sp ec ts  of an 
a g r ic u l tu ra l  county. I t  was m ining, however, th a t  was to  give importance and 
popu la tion  to  th e  d i s t r i c t .  A sbestos, although discovered a t  a much e a r l ie r  
p e rio d , did no t a t t a in  any g re a t p ro p o rtio n  u n t i l  1877 when 50 to n s  were mined., 
A dditional d isco v e rie s  led  to  a g re a te r  p roduction  so th a t  from 1896 to  1911 
the  ou tpu t rose from 10,982 to  102,224 to n s . The g re a t open c u ts , ty p ic a l o f 
the  modern asbesto s mine, now mars the  landscape in  many p la c e s . This sec tio n  
of th e  Townships has become th e  w orld’ s c h ie f  producers o f a sb e s to s . Most of 
th ese  mines are  lo c a ted  w ith in  a few m iles o f Black Lake and T hetford . A second 
c e n tre , East Broughton, l i e s  some 20 m iles  to  the n o rth  e a s t .  The th i r d  cen tre  
i s  a l i t t l e  E ast of D anville . The Quebec and th e  C.N.R, s t r ik e  a l l  of these  
c en tre s  and e le c t r i c  power i s  fu rn ished  by two power companies. Black Lake had 
a popula tion  of 2860 in  1926, and Thetford Mines 4,500 in  th e  same y e a r. N either 
p laoes are  of any age as Quebec p laces go. Black Lake a lso  has chrome mines 
and a few woodworking estab lish m en ts.

T hetford  Mines i s  p ic tu re sq u e ly  s i tu a te d  on the  s id e  o f  a high h i l l  
( l ik e  Black Lake) and spreads out over th e  v a lle y . The re fu se  banks have accu
m ulated w ith in  th e  town l im its  and a t  tim es the  dust coming from th e  asbestos 
p la n ts  i s  very u n p leasan t. The b e t te r  residences have been b u i l t  away from the
c en tre  to  escape t h i s  dust. The town is  q u ite  up to  th e  s tandard  in  churches, 
schools, s to re s  and p u b lic  b u ild in g s . Most of the  o th e r cen tres  in  th e  county 
are small but p le a sa n t v i l la g e s ,  such as Amiante, B e rn ie rv i l le ,  Inverness, Leeds 
V illa g e , L a u r ie rv i l le ,  L yste r, R o b e rtso n v ille , and R iv iere  Blanche. P le s s is v i l le  
is  th e  th i r d  la rg e s t  town w ith a population  of 2,137 in  1926. I t  i s  an indus
t r i a l  town con ta in ing  machine shops, 2 saw m il ls  w ith  a cap ac ity  o f producing 
20 m illio n  f e e t  of lumber annually , a lso  o th e r woodworking e sta b lish m e n ts , a shoe 
fa c to ry  and b u t te r  and cheese f a c to r ie s .  E le c tr ic  power i s  cheap and supplied 
by th e  Shawinigan Power Company.

M issisquoi County i s  lo c a ted  in  the  South West p a r t  o f the  Townships 
and i s  considered the  o ld e s t s e t t le d  p a r t .  I t  i s  most in te r e s t in g  and b e a u tifu l
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w ith  a reminiscence of the  olden days and a trad itio n  which s t i l l  has w eight. I t  
i s  said  th a t  in  the  e a r ly  days flo ck s  of fowl were so dense a t  c e r ta in  seasons 
near and on M issisquoi Bay th a t  th e  sun would be obscured as though darkened 
by a cloud. The Ind ians frequented  the  reg ion  as a hun ting  ground. The 
county i s  no t no tab le  fo r  s ize  as i t s  area i s  only 234,162 ac res . Some 
116,871 improved land , 60,804 unimproved lan d , 68,826 ac res  of fo r e s t  and 6,102 
waste land . The popu la tion  in  1926 was 17,985, and 5,600 of t h i s  number are 
of English o rig in . M issisquoi i s  the  only county in  the  Townships where 
land was he ld  under th e  French s e ig n io r ia l  system. P a rts  of th e  s e ig n io rie s  
o f Faucault and Noyan and S t. Armand were g ran ted  in  1784 to  Rene Le Vasseau 
by French a u th o r i t ie s .  When the  country was taken over by the E nglish  th is
sec tio n  came in to  possession  of Thos, Dunn. Dutch L o y a lis ts  s e t t le d  here in  
1758 and by th e i r  in d u s try  made i t  of g rea t v a lu e . The S t. Armand name i s  
now re ta in e d  in  the  two la rg e  p a rish es . The s e ig n io r ie s  of Faucau lt and Noyan
were made in to  c iv i l  p a rish es  in  1822. S t . Thomas de Faucault and C larence-
v i l l e  were re ta in ed  in  M issisquoi. P a rts  of Noyan were detached to  become the 
parishes o f Notre-Dame-de-Stanbridge and St.G eorge-de-N oyan-de-H enryville in  
1845. The Noyan se ig n io ry  was so ld  in  1764 to  General C h ris tie  and Captain 
John Campbell, In 1796 the General owned the  whole, as w ell as o th e r sa ig -  
n io r ie s  in  th e  v ic in i ty .

M issisquoi County now inc ludes the  townships of Farnham, S tanbridge, 
Dunham and F re lig h sb u rg , the  l a t t e r  being the  t i t l e  given the  se ign io ry  o f S t. 
Armand. The m u n ic ip a lit ie s  not inc lud ing  the  v i l la g e s  are  Bedford, C larence- 
v i l l e ,  Dunham, Farnham, Notre-Dome-de-Stanbridge and Stanbridge a l l  o f which 
are  can to n s .. The p a rish e s  of S t. Armand E a s t, S t. Armand West, S t,Ig n ace -d e - 
S tanbridge, S t,P ie rre -de-V eronne, Pike R iver, S t. Sabine, and St.Thomas-de- 
Foucault, and Dunham a re  by fa r the  la rg e s t  d iv is io n  in  the  a re a , having 54,834 
acres and a population  in  1926 of 2,214. In 1926 the populations of th e  th ree  
towns were Farnham 4 ,000 , Cowansville 1,700 and Bedford 1,500, Land grabbing 
in  th i s  sec tio n  was very much in  evidence around 1796, and could not be curbed 
u n t i l  too l a t e .  The Hon. Thos. Dunn played a conspicuous p a rt  in  t h i s  grab
bing and secured as the  le a d e r of a sso c ia te s  a g ran t of 40,825 acres in  Dunham 
township in  1796 and t h i s  was only one o f th e  sev e ra l a reas acquired by ih is  
man. With such a la rg e  t e r r i t o r y  to  be disposed o f, those  having in flu en ce  
got a l l  they  could. M ilita ry  o f f ic e rs  and e n l is te d  men were given g re a t t r a c t s .  
The B r it is h  American Land Company la t e r  purchased many of th ese  awarded t r a c t s  
because th o se  rece iv ing  them had no idea  or in te n t  to  s e t t l e  or improve them. 
You w ill no te  by what has been w r i t te n  th a t  our Townships s ta r te d  under a heavy 
handicap and th a t  th ey  developed as w e ll as they have i s  a marvel to  be 
applauded.

Stanbridge Township i s  to  the  w est o f Dunham and was ceded to  Hugh 
F in ley  in  1800 and co n sis ted  of 41,790 a c re s .

In Farnham Township 23,000 acres  were turned  over to  Samuel Gale in  
1798 and in  1805 some of the  remainder was given to  Col. Cuyler. In 1809 the  
balance o f 10,176 acres  were granted to  John Allsop and h is  a s s o c ia te s .

The se ig n io ry  and townships of M issisquoi County were considered 
as having much land of th e  b e s t q u a lity  and the  more valuable  because o f th e i r  
proxim ity to  th e  United S ta te s .

S t. Armand was lo ca ted  on M issisqoui Bay, where the le v e ls  were low 
and extended towards Su tton  Township in  a s e r ie s  o f in c reasin g  h e ig h ts . Pike 
R iver which passes Farnham a f te r  winding i t s  way through S tanbridge, served as 
a highway fo r th e  p ioneers  and was valuable  fo r  logging purposes. I t s  small 
t r i b u ta r i e s  were o fte n  ab le  to  fu rn ish  power fo r  th e  saw and g r i s t  m i l l ,  
S tanbridge averages h igher end th e  w ater powers were more numerous. I t  was 
w ell wooded and th e  s o i l  adapted to  a g r ic u l tu re . Settlem ents in  th i s  sec tio n  
began very ea rly  and a g re a t deal of i t  before  the  land had been surveyed as 
tow nships. By 1813 the  township of S t. Armand had a population  o f 2500 and 
Dunham 1600. The o th e r  p a r ts  o f M issisquoi had p ro p o rtio n a te ly  le s s  people, 
but were n e v e rth e le ss  w ell s e t t l e d .  Many of th e  p ioneers  had become s q u a tte rs , 
having s e t t le d  and c lea red  land before they  had th e  le g a l  r ig h t .  T h is, of 
course, led  to  c o n f l ic t in g  land claims and tro u b le  between the squa.tters and 
the  p ro p r ie to rs .

In 1927 M issisquoi County had l i t t l e  more than, double th e  population  
i t  had 100 years ago and ju s t  about the  some as the census o f 1870 in d ic a te d . 
Da.irying took  a strong hold and f r u i t  growing was in troduced . The county ranks 
among the lead ers  fo r  th e  production  of apples and o ther f r u i t s .  Tobacco 
growing in  some p a r ts  has a lso  been su cc e ss fu l. Summer boarders have been sought 
and should be, in  a reg ion  so a t t r a c t iv e ,  Farnham, Cowansville and Bedford are  the  
only f a i r - s iz e d  towns in  the  county.



-  15 -

Farnham i s  a modem town made by th e  ra ilw ay . I t  was a qu ie t
country hamlet u n t i l  th e  co n stru c tio n  of the  f i r s t  railw ay in  the  d i s t r i c t  in  
1858 s a ile d  the S tan stead , Shefford and Chambly. A few years l a te r  th e  
South E astern  Railway branched in to  Farnham, In  the e a r ly  y ears  of th e  p re 
sen t century the  C.P.R, constructed  a sho rt l in e  from S t. Johns to  Farnham. 
I t  then became a railw ay cen tre  and d iv is io n a l p o in t. I t  a lso  has a f in e  through 
highway on the  edge of th e  R ichelieu  Valley and in  th e  m idst o f a splendid 
farming s e c tio n , A cen tre  a lso  of the  tobacco growing in d u s try , and w ith th e  
Yomaska R iver running through i t ,  Farnham became a th r iv in g  p lace  more than 
50 years ago and as e a r ly  as 1870 in d u s t r ia l  p la n ts  had s ta r te d .  There was 
c lay  in  th e  v ic in i ty ,  and b ric k  yards were developed. Today th e re  a re  a num
b er o f im portant p la n ts ,  besides o th e r u t i l i t i e s  th a t  go to  make an im portant 
c e n tre . A g ricu ltu re  supports b u t te r  and cheese fa c to r ie s  and a tobacco fa c 
to ry .

Cowansville is  lo ca ted  towards the back o f the  county in  the  broad
v a lle y  between Brome and Pinnacle Mountains. The Yamaska R iver runs through 
i t  w ith w ater powers estim ated  a t  1000. I t  i s  a lso  on the  through l in e  of 
the C.P.R. Farmers flocked in to  the v a lle y  ju s t  a f te r  the  war o f 1812 and 
developed a permanent type of a g r ic u ltu re  and which has been the b a s is  of the 
tow n's p ro sp e rity . At the p re sen t tim e the  town con ta ins im portant p la n ts . 
Copper was found and mined a t  one time in  the  h i l l s .  E arly  in  1802 Capt. 
Jacob R u ite r , a f t e r  leav ing  New York S ta te , a rriv e d  a t P h il l ip sb u rg , but decided 
to  push fu r th e r  in to  th e  w ilderness to  p ro sp ec t. As the  r e s u l t  a g ran t was 
made to  him by the  Canadian Government, Having located  h is  c la im , he b u i l t  a 
cabin in  i t s  most a t t r a c t iv e  sp o t, and which happened to  be the  s i t e  of the 
p resen t town of Cow ansville, His son Nelson became a le ad e r in  th e  community 
which grew up around th e  f a th e r 's  shack, and fo r  a time the  hamlet was c a lled  
N e lso n v ille . L a te r came the  Cowans. P e te r  Cowans, the  f i r s t  postm aster and 
sto rekeeper and Andrew Cowans, who b u i l t  the  f i r s t  g r i s t  m i l l .  When th e  town 
was in c o rp o ra ted , i t  was named Cow ansville. I t  had n e a rly  1000 people in  
1875 and today con ta in s more th an  twice th a t  number.

Bedford w ith  1500 people in  1926, has had a c a ree r s im ila r  to
Cowansville in  in d u s tr ie s  and popu la tion , Bedford l i e s  f a r th e r  west in  the 
R ichelieu  V alley , near th e  In te rn a tio n a l boundary, and on a ra ilw ay  and good 
highway.

Pike R iver running through th e  town, takes i t s  r i s e  in  S ilv e r  Lake
V t.,  and gives the  town w ater power. S tanbridge V illa g e , w ith  about 400, i s  
four m iles  e a s t of Bedford, w hile P h il lip sb u rg , the a n c ie n t, l i e s  to  the  south 
a few m ile s .

Both P h ilip sb u rg  and S t, Armand (c lo se  by) owe t h e i r  advantage to
being near M issisquoi Bay and i t s  broad acres o f p astu re . The f i r s t  s e t t l e r  
in  t h i s  v ic in i ty  was a Dutch L o y a lis t in  1785 and was quickly  followed by o ther 
o f  the same n a t io n a l i ty .

F re lig h sb u rg , lo ca ted  e a s t ,  i s  a sm all v illa g e  w ith  a popula tion  in
1926 of 300, P h il lip sb u rg  had 500. Both re ta in e d  tra c e s  o f  t h e i r  Dutch o r ig in . 
One hears  o ften  of the  M issisquoi Dutch and t h e i r  spread through th e  E astern  
Townships, Probably th ese  so c a lle d  Dutch were of German o r ig in ,  who s e t t le d  
in  Duchess County, N.Y-, Because of t h e i r  lo y a lty  to  the  B r it is h  Crown, they 
found i t  adv isab le  to  m igrate  to  Canada a f t e r  th e  re b e llio u s  Colonies in  the 
U.S, had obtained sep ara tio n  from England.

Richmond County, the  c e n tra l county of th e  Townships, has an area
®f 327,825 a c re s , o f which 124,640 acres a re  improved, 71,559 ac re s  unimproved 
and 18,345 acres as waste lan d . The popu la tion  in  1926 was 22,987. I t  i s  
shown th a t  the county i s  the la rg e s t  in  acreage of fenced land and w ith le s s  
unimproved and w aste land , and stands seventh in  number of in h a b ita n ts .  I t  
lacks the h i l l s  and lakes of th e  border s e c tio n s , but i t  has the  S t, Francis 
R iver, a dominating stream , and i t s  a g r ic u ltu re  has reached a h igh  le v e l . The 
county ships q u a n ti t ie s  of raw m ilk and uses  besides a g re a t deal fo r  making 
cheese and b u t te r .  Lumbering has always been an im portant in d u s try  and th e re  
i s  s t i l l  a la rg e  a rea  of fo re s t  land . In the  making of wood pulp and paper, the  
th e  county ranks f i r s t ,  Bromptonville i s  the  headquarters a f  th e  la rg e s t  
paper making company in  the  E astern  Townships, In shape th e  county i s  an 
i r r e g u la r  r ig h t  angle t r i a n g le ,  w ith  Wolfe County on the  East and Drummond on 
the West, w ith Sherbrooke County a t  the  South. Richmond Township was the  
f i r s t  to  be surveyed because i t  la y  in  the S t. Francis V alley which was recog
n ized  as one o f th e  garden spots o f the  Province, The o th e r townships include 
Stoke, Brompton, Melbourne, W indsor, Cleveland and Shipton, Cleveland was no t 
®ne of th e  o r ig in a l  townships but was se t o f f  from the  too la rg e  Shipton town
sh ip , This was, however, before  the  days o f asbestos which gave w ealth  to  
Shipton township. Shipton, as o r ig in a l ly  la id  ou t, was very  la rg e ,  reaching
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from the S t. F rancis River to  Tingwick in  Arthabaska. I t  contained  a branch 
of th e  N ico le t R iver, d ra in ing  the  e a s te rn  p a r t .  C ra ig ’ s Road passed through 
the  middle o f i t ,  and the  sec tio n  was considered a f in e  one fo r  growing wheat 
which was the  g re a t d e s ire  of the e a r ly  p ioneers. There was a lso  a g rea t 
deal of hard wood tim ber which made th e  b e st potash s a l t s  and which in  those 
days was in  g re a t demand. Both the  S t. F rancis and N ico le t R ivers were n a v i
gable by the  bateaux. From every standpoin t i t  was considered  a p riz e  se c tio n . 
Elmer C urling was much envied when he managed to  secure a g ran t of 58,692 acres 
of th e  townships in  1803, He, however, l ik e  many o th e rs  who received  g ra n ts , 
f a i le d  to  push the  development of h is  t r a c t .  At the  end of th e  f i r s t  y e a r , 
th e re  were only  100 s e t t le d  upon i t .

Melbourne Township on th e  west side of th e  S t, F ranc is  River con
ta in e d  f e r t i l e  s o i l  and the  la rge  h a l f  was granted to  Henry Caldwell in  1805 
who was the means of making i t  the  most populous township o f the  county. 
There were in  1813 some 350 in h a b ita n ts .

Brampton Township i s  i r r e g u la r  in  shape and in  the  q u a l i t ie s  of 
i t s  surface as i t  i s  rough and rocky in  p a r ts ,  small swamps in  o th e rs , and 
choice farming areas in  s t i l l  o ther p o r ts . In 1813 i t s  popu la tion  was 200, 
because W illiam  Bernard and h is  a sso c ia te s  endeavoured to  develop i t .

Windsor Township was granted  to  Canadian M i l i t i a  o f f ic e rs  and p r i 
vates fo r  se rv ices  rendered a t  th e  seige  o f Quebec in  1775 and 1776 bu t as is  
u sually  th e  case th ese  so ld ie rs  neg lec ted  to  develop i t ,  and se ttlem en t was 
delayed. The some happened w ith  Stoke Township which in  1802 was granted in  
a l ik e  manner although even tua lly  James Cowan became th e  c h ie f  p ro p r ie to r  and 
endeavoured to  do something. For more than  a decade a f t e r  being g ran ted , 
these  two townships had no t more than 50 s e t t l e r s .  In o th e r words Richmond 
County, although one of the  most a c tiv e  reg ions, had a population  of only 800 
a f t e r  ten  y ears  o f development. This was about doubled in  the  nex t f i f te e n  
y e a rs . By 1850 lumbering had become im portant and brought many s e t t l e r s  in to  
the d i s t r i c t ,  which gave an impetus to  a g ric u ltu re . By 1870 the  county had 
a popu la tion  of 11,213 and m ost of the  towns except Asbestos were on the  map. 
Lumbering a t  t h i s  period was th e  c h ie f  in d u stry  and the  saw m il l  th e  p r in c ip a l  
p la n t . The G reat and L i t t l e  Brompton F a lls  were a nuisance ra th e r  than a 
b e n e f it  in  t h i s  p e rio d , because the  riverm en had to  portage both up and down 
the r iv e r  a t  th e se  p la ce s , and they  dreaded them. At Windsor M ills , the  sp len 
did w ater power had been harnessed in  p a r t  and in  1870 th e re  was already  a 
paper m ill  and powder fa c to ry , besides f iv e  saw m il ls .

Brompton F a lls  o r S t. F rancis M ills as i t  was c a lle d  a t  th a t  time 
was b u t a small v i l l a g e ,  w ith a la rge  saw m il l .  D anville  n ear the  N ico let 
R iver, was th e  m e rcan tile  cen tre  of a la rg e  farm and lumber d i s t r i c t ,  and was 
equal in  s ize  to  the  la rge  country v i l la g e s .

Richmond w ith 1400 p o p u la tio n , was the  county s e a t , educational 
c e n tre , and w ith  good public  b u ild in g s . The near-by  copper mines were expected 
to  make i t  the  m e tropo lis  of the  Townships. In 1926 i t  had a popula tion  of 
2600, was a ra ilw ay  ju n c tio n , contained S t. Francis C ollege, a convent, academy, 
and m ilk  i s  shipped from here in  la rg e  q u a n ti t ie s . Timber, a sb e s to s , copper, 
iro n  and s la te  a re  some o f th e  n a tu ra l  resources of the  v ic in i ty .  Regardless 
of th e se , Richmond today is  su ffe rin g  from non-growth.

Asbestos V illa g e , w ith 3600 population in  1926, i s  th e  la rg e s t 
cen tre  in  th e  county. The Canadian Johns-M anville Company i s  one o f the  impor
ta n t  asbesto s companies in  the  Province making f in ish e d  p ro d u c ts . They e rec ted  
a la rg e  p la n t  here  and a l l  modem u t i l i t i e s  were planned fo r  and provided. A ll 
s o r ts  of a sb esto s  a r t i c le s  are  made in  th e ir  p lan t such as ready roo fin g , 
sh in g le s , packing , pipe covering, t e x t i l e s ,  brake l in in g ,  and w ith new lin e s  
being added from time to  tim e. More asbestos was produced in  th e  E astern  
Townships during 1927 than  a t  any o th e r period and t h i s  concern alone produced 
to  th e  e x ten t o f $750,000. and have in v ested  in  t h e i r  p la n t $1,071,865.

D anv ille  in  1926 had a popu la tion  o f 1400. I t  co n ta in s schools, 
churches and good s to re s . Some o f the  homes have been in  th e  fam ily gor over 
h a lf  a cen tu ry . I t s  in d u s t r ia l  p la n ts  co n sis t of a b e l t  f a c to ry ,  wood working 
estab lish m en t, saw and g r i s t  m il ls ,  cheese and b u t te r  f a c to r ie s ,  tannery . I t  
i s  lo ca ted  on th e  C.N.R. branch from Richmond to  Quebec. Some $800,000. are  
in v ested  in  i t s  p la n ts  and the  value o f i t s  products in  1927 reached $367,560.

B ram ptonville , w ith a popu la tion  of 1400 in  1927, i s  n e ith e r  la rg e  
nor handsome. I t  i s  lo ca ted  on the  C.N.R.> some 6 m iles n o rth  of Sherbrooke
and most o f i t s  m ercan tile  tra d e  goes to  th a t  c i ty ,  th e re  being a Government 
highway between th e  two. I t  i s  a town of one g re a t in d u s try , The Brompton 
Pulp and Paper Company, which has th e  la rg e s t  c a p i ta l iz a t io n  of any concern in
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th e  E a s te rn  Tow nships, In  1926 i t s  o u tp u t  was $ 1 ,1 8 4 ,1 4 2 , I t s  p ro d u c t io n  
a t  t h a t  t im e  was 225 to n s  d a i ly  o f  n e w s p r in t ,  220 to n s  o f  ground-wood p u lp , 
115 to n s  o f  s u lp h i te  p u lp ,  60 to n s  o f  box b o a rd , 25 to n s  o f  c r a f t  w rap p in g  
p a p e r , 125 to n s  o f  lump l im e , and a y e a r ly  o u tp u t  o f  80 m i l l i o n  b o a rd  f e e t  o f  
lum ber. The f ig u r e s  g iv en  a re  th e  combined o u tp u t  o f t h e  p la n t s  a t  Bromp- 
t o n v i l l e ,  E a s t Angus, Lime Ridge and Lake F r o n t i e r ,  T h is  company a ls o  has 
m i l l s  a tC la re m o n t, N .H ., and B ellow s F a l l s ,  V t.

W indsor M i l l s ,  14 m ile s  down th e  S t .  F ra n c is  R iv e r  from  S h e rb ro o k e , 
i s  th e  t h i r d  l a r g e s t  town i n  Richmond C ounty , w ith  a p o p u la t io n  o f  2600 in  1926. 
I t  h a s  l a r g e  p a p e r  and p u lp  i n d u s t r i e s  w hich a re  m ore th a n  o n e -h a l f  a  c e n tu ry  
o ld .  W ater power and f o r e s t  d e c id ed  t h e i r  l o c a t io n .  The ch eese  and b u t t e r  
f a c t o r i e s  round o u t i t s  i n d u s t r i e s  and owe th e i r  e x is te n c e  to  th e  f e r t i l e  farm s 
in  th e  v i c i n i t y .  The Canada P aper Company lo c a te d  h e re  h as  a h y d r o - e l e c t r i c  
p l a n t  which g e n e ra te s  a rou nd  5000 h o rse  pow er. In  1925 W indsor had 6 e s ta b 
l is h m e n ts  w ith  a c a p i t a l  in v e s tm e n t o f  $ 2 ,6 9 5 ,8 5 6  and employed 490 h a n d s , 
p ay in g  o u t $ 5 9 4 ,3 5 4 . V alue o f  p ro d u c ts  was $ 1 ,9 9 2 ,5 0 0 .

S h e ffo rd  County i s  a g r e a t  sq u a re  coun ty  w est o f  Richmond and 
S herb rooke  and N o rth  o f  M is s isq u o i and Brome. I t  i s  made up o f  th e  tow nsh ips 
o f  M il to n , G ranby, R oxton , S h e f fo rd , E ly  and S tu k e le y , A ll  s e c t io n s  were 
e a r ly  su rveyed  and g r a n te d 4 S tu k e le y  i n  1800, S h e ffo rd  i n  1801, E ly  in  1802, 
G ranby, M ilto n  and Roxton i n  1803,

The to w n sh ip s  o f  Farnham and Brome were w i th in  th e  l i m i t s  o f  
S h e ffo rd  C ounty , u n t i l  s e p a ra te d  from i t  i n  th e  50 ’ s ,  when Brome County was 
made a t  th e  expense o f  S ta n s te a d ,  S h e ffo rd  and M is s is q u o i .  Old S h e ffo rd  
County i n  1829 had  a p o p u la t io n  o f  4467 and t h r e e  v i l l a g e s  w ith  a combined 
number o f  53 h o u s e s . T here w ere 17 s c h o o ls ,  26 m i l l s  ( c h ie f ly  saw m i l l s )  
13 p o ta s h  f a c t o r i e s ,  3 b re w e r ie s  and 1 c h u rc h . F r o s t  V i l la g e ,  two and a
h a l f  m i le s  from W a te rlo o , was th e  p r i n c i p a l  h am le t and v o t in g  p la c e  a t  t h a t  
t im e  (1 8 2 9 ).

The g r e a t e r  p a r t  o f  S h e ffo rd  a v e ra g e s  w e l l  i n  i t s  a g r i c u l t u r a l  
p o s s i b i l i t i e s .  I t  was e a r l y  a c c e s s ib le  from  M is s isq u o i County from  which 
many o f  th e  e a r ly  p io n e e r s  e n te re d  th e  Tow nships.

Granby and M ilto n  tow nsh ip s w ere g ra n te d  in  p a r t  i n  1785 t o  o f f i 
c e rs  and p r iv a t e s  o f  th e  B r i t i s h  M i l i t i a  who saw s e r v ic e  a t  Quebec in  1775-76 
and w ere h e ld  by  them  f o r  s p e c u la t iv e  p u rp o se s  r a t h e r  th a n  s e t t le m e n t .  M ilto n  
Township i s  on th e  b o rd e r  o f  th e  R ic h e lie u  V a lle y  s e c t io n  and h a s  much p a s tu r e  
la n d .

E ly  and Roxton Townships on th e  n o r th a v e re  a ls o  n e g le c te d  i n  t h e i r  
e a r l y  day s. More th a n  one t h i r d  o f  E ly  was g iv en  to  M o s Lay, J r . ,  i n  1802 
b u t m ost o f  th e  rem a in in g  la n d  was n o t  g ra n te d  u n t i l  1814 and 1815. Roxton 
Township was g ra n te d  to  su nd ry  p e rso n s  in  1803.

S h e ffo rd  and S tu k e le y  were b o th  i n  th e  h i l l y  re g io n s  w here th e  
h ig h  p a r t s  were to o  rocky  f o r  a g r i c u l t u r e  and th e  a re a s  o f  f e r t i l e  s o i l  were 
r a t h e r  s c a t t e r e d .  R e g a rd le s s  o f  t h i s ,  th e s e  two to w n sh ip s  were th e  f i r s t  to  
be s e t t l e d .  In  1813 S h e ffo rd  had 500 p e o p le  and S tu k e le y  300. T here  i s  no 
r e c o rd  o f  th e  names o f  th o s e  r e c e iv in g  such  w ide a r e a s  o f  lan d  in  th e  co u n ty , 
o r t h e  p a r t  th e y  p lay e d  i n  th e  advancing  o r  r e t a r d in g  g row th .

Granby and M il to n , a s  m i l i t a r y  g r a n t s ,  r e c e iv e d  a s e t - b a c k  a t  th e  
s t a r t  f o r  s o ld i e r i n g  and fa rm in g  seldom go hand i n  h an d . H is to ry  r e c o rd s  t h a t  
a b o u t 100 o f  th e  m i l i t i a  m en ,n o t b e in g  a b le  t o  s e l l  t h e i r  g r a n t s ,  came and 
s e t t l e d  on th e  l a n d ,  b u t  t h i s  was n o t  u n t i l  l a t e r  th a n  1830, The b u lk  o f  th e  
la n d , and th e  p o o r e s t  o f  i t ,  came in to  p o s s e s s io n  o f  The B r i t i s h  A m erican Land 
Company, who b ro u g h t a few s e t t l e r s  in to  th e  Township ab o u t 1834, b u t  d id  
l i t t l e  to  f u r t h e r  i t s  g row th .

Samuel W illa rd  was th e  l e a d e r  o f  a  company o f  a s s o c i a t e s ,  a l l  
L o y a l i s t s ,  who made t h e i r  homes in  S tu k e le y . C a p ta in  John  Savage and h i s  
a s s o c i a t e s ,  b e in g  s o ld i e r s  i n  th e  New York C o lo n ia l  T roops d u r in g  th e  Am erican 
R e v o lu tio n , came i n to  Canada by way o f  Lake C ham plain , v i s i t e d  S h e f fo rd  Town
sh ip  i n  1792 and l a t e r  s e t t l e d  t h e r e .  Savage was a  Dutch I r ish m a n , a s  a ls o  
s e v e r a l  o f  h i s  a s s o c i a t e s .

In  S h e ffo rd  County lum bering  and a g r i c u l t u r e  were th e  p r in c i p a l  
i n d u s t r i e s .  F ig u re s  f o r  1926 show a r a t h e r  s te a d y  grow th  o f  th e  co u n ty  as 
th e r e  was a  p o p u la t io n  o f  25 ,7C 1 , o f  w hich JOjOOO w ere u rb a n . The r a c i a l  
o r i g i n  o f  th e  i n h a b i t a n t s  h a s  changed r a d i c a l l y  s in c e  th e  b e g in n in g , b e in g  
now a b o u t f i v e - s i x t h s  o f  F ren ch  o r ig i n ,  The a re a  o f  S h e ffo rd  County i s
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369,717 acres o f land , w ith  156,652 improved, 97,538 unimproved, 2,538 acres 
of fo r e s t  and 60^730 acres of waste land . W aterloo, w ith a popu la tion  in  
1926 of 2000, i s  on the  Yamaska River and has a Government highway running 
through i t .  I t  i s  a lso  the  term inus o f the  C.N.R. from M ontreal to  Waterloo 
and has a branch of the  C.P.R. running from Sutton to  Drummondville. Waterloo 
Lake adds to  the  town beauty . I t  con tains s to re s ,  schools, churches, f a i r  
grounds and in d u s t r ia l  p la n ts . A fin e  fanning sec tio n  surrounds the  town.

Granby, the  county s e a t, and which had 1000 popu la tion  in  1871, 
3000 in  1901, 4750 in  1911, 6785 in  1921 and 8000 in  1926, has made g rea t 
s t r id e s .  Although lo c a ted  on a branch of the C.N.R., i t  has o th e r communi
ca tio n s  w ith M ontreal through an e le c t r i c  l in e  and a Government highway. 
The town con ta ins many im portant in d u s tr ie s  and has for many years  been the  
cen tre  of the  Townships fo r  the  rubber in d u s try . I t  has a l l  the advantages 
o f a wide awake town and i s  55 m iles from M ontreal, 

Sherbrooke County i s  the  sm allest in  a re a , being 218,325 a c re s , w ith 103,154 
acres of improved land , 27,048 acres unimproved, 52/513 acres fo re s tla n d  and 
39,948 acres of waste land . Although small in  a rea , i t  i s  th e  la rg e s t  in  
popu la tion , on account o f the C ity  of Sherbrooke.

'The county c o n s is ts  of two tow nships, Ascot and Orford. The 
la rge  p a r t  of Ascot was granted to  Thos. S co tt in  1803 and a la rge  p o rtio n  
a lso  to  W. B. F elton  and h is  a sso c ia te s  in  1816 to  1826, Much of Orford was 
granted to  Luke Knowlton in  1801, Sherbrooke County of today i s  bu t a small 
p a r t  of th e  d i s t r i c t  which went by th a t  name from 1829 to  1853, when i t  in 
cluded 32 townships o r the  p resen t counties o f Richmond, W olfe, Compton and 
Sherbrooke. From 1791 to  1829 even th i s  la rg e  area was but a p a r t  o f the 
wide spread county of Buckingham. Increase o f population  and th e  n e c e ss ity  
o f eq u aliz in g  the  vote  was the  occasion fo r th e  repeated d iv is io n s  and r e 
ductions made.

Sherbrooke C ity outgrew a l l  o th e r v i l la g e s  and req u ired  le s s  land 
a rea  to  form a balanced county.

L ennoxville , w ith 1700 people in  1926, i s  the  cen tre  of a d a iry ing  
and stock ra is in g  sec tio n . I t  has been fo r  y ears  the  sea t o f Bishop’ s Col
lege fo r h igher education in  th e  Province, The Government Experim ental Farm 
i s  loca ted  here and i t  i s  the  cen tre  of th re e  ra i lro a d s  and Government h igh
ways. I t  i s  a lso  a splendid  r e s id e n t ia l  q u a rte r . In 1800 i t  was known as 
the  Upper Forks, because of the  ju n c tio n  o f the  stream s. The name Lennox
v i l l e  was given to  the  t in y  hamlet in  honour o f Gorden Lennox, fo u rth  Duke of 
Richmond, and Governor General o f Canada during 1818 and 1819. The Experi
m ental Fam da tes  from 1912 and was under Macdonald College u n t i l  i t  was taken  
over by the  Government in  1916. The farm co n sis ts  o f 500 a c re s . Bishop’ s 
U n iv e rs ity  was founded January 28th 1853, to  prepare  men fo r th e  m in is try  in  
th e  Anglican Church (founded by Bishop M ountain). Lucius D o o l i t t le ,  a n a tiv e  
o f V<?mont, was the  prime mover in  having the  school lo ca ted  a t  L ennoxville . 
He was also the  prime mover fo r i t s  becoming a u n iv e rs ity  fo r h ig h e r education 
w ith  a fa c u lty  of d iv in i ty  and a fa c u lty  o f A rt, su ita b le  to  lay  s tuden ts of 
any denomination. Rev. Jasp e r Hume N ico lls  was the  f i r s t  p r in c ip a l  from 1843 
to  1877. A law fa c u lty  was in  ex istence  and a m edical school c a r r ie d  on in  
M ontreal up to  1905, when i t  was absorbed by McGill College. Today Bishop’ s 
College covers an e s ta te  o f 200 acres and has su ita b le  b u ild in g s  fo r carry ing  
on i t s  g rea t work. On a h i l l  top across the  r iv e r  stands B ishop’ s College 
School fo r  boys, financed by J .  K. L, Ross, on the  plan of the  world renowned 
English  school. I t  con ta ins one of the  f in e s t  modem school b u ild in g s  in  the  
P rovince, e rec ted  a t  a c o st one and a h a lf  m illio n  d o lla rs .

Sherbrooke C ity , fo m e rly  known as Hyat’ s M ills and in  1800 as the  
"Lower Forks" and which contained 100 years ago some 50 dw ellings and when 
only two t r a i l s  led  in to  the  U. S. and a path to  Drummondville was widened to  
allow  the  passage o f an o x -c a r t . In 1834 a road was cu t to  W aterv ille  in  
o rder th a t  a 5 days t r i p  to  M ontreal might be accomplished, i f  cond itions 
were favourab le . Most o f the land in  Sherbrooke, as a lso  the  w ater power, 
was owned by th e  B r it is h  American Land Co. There i s  no question  but what 
they  g re a tly  helped in  lay in g  a secure foundation  fo r  Sherbrooke’ s growth, 
b u t did handicap a f t e r  a c e r ta in  period i t s  continued growth through th e  sh o r t
sightedness o f t h e i r  agent in  hanging on to  in d u s t r ia l  s i te s  u n t i l  too l a t e .  
I t  was no t u n t i l  th e  ’40s th a t  Sherbrooke had a 1000 popu la tion . The C.N.R. 
(then  G.T.R.) being b u i l t  in  1852 gave a tremendous impetus to  i t s  growth. 
Lord E lgin  v is i te d  the town on the  occasion of the  opening of the  railw ay and 
Geo. F. Bowen, the  f i r s t  mayor, e lec ted  in  1852, gave th e  g re e tin g . In 1868 
th e  Paton Company e s ta b lish e d  a p lan t here and Sherbrooke began i t s  change 
from a ru ra l  v i l la g e  to  an in d u s tr ia l  town. In 1875 i t s  c h a r te r  was received  
as a c i ty  and in  1875 th e  population  was 6,500 and the  tax ab le  r e a l  e s ta te  was
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l i s t e d  a t  $1,400,000, In  th e  meanwhile the Paton fa c to ry  had been b u i l t ,  th e  
Q.C.R. had been inaugerated  and the In te rn a tio n a l Railway extended from Sher
brooke e a s t to  M egantic, Around th i s  period , th e re  were fiv e  churches, two 
school houses, s ix  h o te ls ,  t h i r t y  s to re s  and a number of fa c to r ie s .  The head 
o f f ic e  o f the E astern  Townships Bank was located  h e re , as a lso  th e  sea t of the  
D is t r ic t  Court, and the Roman C atholic B ishopric. The c i ty ,  w hile rece iv ing  
i t s  c h a r te r  in  1875, only proved i t s  r ig h t  to  the  name a f te r  1890. In 1912 
the  population grew to  18,000, re a l e s ta te  value had increased  62%, customs 
re c e ip ts  103% and th e re  were now 4 railw ays coming in to  the c i ty ,  8 banking 
houses, 2 h o s p i ta ls ,  2 l i b r a r i e s  and numerous pub lic  in s t i tu t io n s .  The c ity  
owned 4 water powers on th e  Magog R iver and one on th e  S t. F rancis R iver, 
There were 25 m anufacturing p la n ts . In 1927 Sherbrooke had a popula tion  of 
25,000, taxab le  r e a l  e s ta te  $24,853,800 and w ith non-taxab le  $9 ,283 ,850 ., and 
many la rg e  m anufacturing p la n ts .

S tanstead  C oun ty .is , perhaps, the  b e s t Imown of any of th e  town
sh ips or c o u n tie s , e sp e c ia lly  by tho v is i t in g  American to u r i s t s .  Many do not 
even know i t  by name, but are  acquainted w ith our b e a u tifu l  Lakes Memphramagog 
and Massawippi, and th e  chain ing  re s o r ts  along t h e i r  sh o re s .. The highway 
passing  from Island  Pond, V t. ,  or from Colebrook, N .H ., to  Norton M ills  and 
hence in  S tanstead County, through the sou th -east s e c tio n , or i t s  west branch 
passing  through Rock Is lan d  and on to  Sherbrooke are  both w ell known to  the  
t r a v e l l in g  p u b lic . In 1827, Sto-nstead was erected  as a County contain ing  an 
a rea  of 294,417 a c re s , d iv ided  in to  83,952 acres o f improved lan d , 78,482 
acres of unimproved land , 68,123 acres o f fo re s t  land and 60,454 acres of waste 
land . You w il l  no te  th a t  the  amount o f unimproved land i s  small and what i s  
c la ssed  as waste land i s  one of the  most valuable possessions of the  county, 
because i t  inc ludes the areas taken up by the  la k e s , r iv e r s  and good ro ad s , 
a l l  o f which draw thousands of v i s i to r s  y e a rly , and who leave a g rea t amount 
o f money during th e i r  v i s i t .  The townships comprise B olton, Potton , Staaistead, 
H atley , Barnston and B arford . There are  few p a r ts  of our country which p re 
sen t a g re a te r  v a r ie ty  of surface  than S tanstead County. The land on th e  
e a s t  shores of Lake Memphramagog and extending through Hatley on the w est side 
of Lake Massawippi i s  h i l l y  and broken. The most prominent e lev a tio n s  a re  the  
h i l l s  west of the narrows and Bunker H i l l ,  near F itch  Bay. The g re a te s t  e le 
v a tio n  in  th e  e a s t p a r t  o f the  county i s  Barnston Mountain.

The courses of the  Barlow,(now Tomafobia) Negro, and Coaticook 
R ivers are  marked by uneven banks and h i l ly  ground. On Barlow and Coaticook 
R ivers a re  valuab le  meadows varying from 1/4 to  1/2 m ile  in  w idth. The 
g re a te r  p a r t  of the h i l l y  ground is  adapted to  c u l t iv a t io n  o r pastu rage . There 
i s  bu t l i t t l e  waste land in  the  county. The s o i l ,  in  i t s  n a tiv e  s t a t e ,  was 
h ig h ly  f e r t i l e  and p roduc tive . The h i l l s  and h ig h er ground were covered w ith 
a heavy growth of m aple, beech, b irc h , white ash and leverwood, w hile th e  lower 
lands produced elm, basswood, c h e rry , b u tte rn u t, p o p la r, hemlock, sp ruce, p ine , 
cedar and tam arisk . The expense of c lea rin g  the  ground v aried  from §10,00 to  
$15.00 an ac re . Crops of Indian  corn, wheat, b a rle y , ry e , o a ts , buckwheat, 
p o ta to e s , tu rn ip , peas, beans, and grass were sure and abundant. The potatoes 
were la rg e ly  used fo r  making whiskey. The t e r r i t o r y  around Lake Memphremagog 
was among the f i r s t  to  be surveyed, possib ly  because th e  presence o f sq u a tte rs  
of American o rig in  and lo y a lty  was known and fea red .

S tanstead  Township, the  southern h a lf  was granted to  Isaac  Ogden, 
who proceeded v igourously  w ith i t s  development and who had energetic  a s s o c ia te s , 
The v i l la g e  o f  S tanstead  was founded early  and was considered su p erio r to  Sher
brooke in  the  e a r ly  days.

The w este rly  h a lf  of Barnston Township was granted to  L es te r and 
Morrough in  1801.

Barford was a small tow nship, the most o f which was secured in  1802 
by Isaac  C lark. Col. Henry C u ll, a L ieutenant-C olonel of the M i l i t i a ,  became 
p ro p r ie to r  of H atley Township in  1803 and soon had fa m ilie s  on the  land .

In ten  y ears  S tanstead  township had a popu la tion  of more than  2,500 
Barnston 500, Hatley 1000, while Barford had very few.

In 1810, in  re c o g n itio n  of S ir  R. S, M ilnes’ very im portant s e r 
v ices during h is  re ig n  as L ieutenant-G overnor, His M ajesty was pleased  to  see 
th a t  he was granted 48,000 acres  of good land , h a lf  o f which was in  S tanstead 
and th e  remainder in  Barnston and Compton townships.

The slowness in  having some p a r ts  of the  county s e t t le d  was due to  
specu la tio n  on the  p a r t  of the  p ro p r ie to r s ,  as a lso  to  absentee ownership. In 
1827, when S tanstead County was e rec ted , i t  became a t  once the  prem ier county
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o f th© E astern  Townships, ranking above a l l  other© in  popu la tion  and value of 
i t s  a g r ic u l tu ra l  products,

Among the 40 counties of Lower Canada, i t  ranked 23rd in  a re a , 
27th in  population  and 10th in  a g r ic u ltu re . During t h i s  p e rio d , th e re  were 
in  the county 4 churches, 32 schoo ls, 28 m i l l s ,  of which one was a paper m il l ,  
44 potash f a c to r ie s ,  (more than any o th e r county) 4 d i s t i l l e r i e s ,  one brewery, 
3 ta n n e r ie s , 3 p o t te r ie s ,  1 h a t fa c to ry  (one o f the very few in  the  P rovince), 
3 v illa g e s  w ith  a to t a l  of 98 houses, and t o t a l  population  o f 13,138, In 1901 
th e  popu la tion  stood 19,000, in  1911 20,765, in  1921 23,380 and in  1926 i t  was 
24,260 and th e re  were a t  th is  da te  some 2100 farm ers. The th re e  lakes o f the 
county are  the  summer re s o r t  c e n tre s . Lake Memphramagog along i t s  eas t shore
fo r  i t s  extreme leng th  i s  the  summer home of many from th e  la rg e  cen tres  as 
w ell as th o se  from th e  United S ta te s .

The most im portant d i s t r i c t  in  e a r ly  times was G eorgeville  and i t  
i s  s t i l l  a cen tre  in  the  lake s e c tio n . In the  ea r ly  days i t  was known as 
Copp’s F erry , on im portant v i l la g e  on the  road from S tanstead  to  M ontreal, be
cause i t  was th e  only p lace  where one could cross the  la k e , and thus save a 
long journey around the North end. I t  was one o f th e  th re e  vo ting  places in  
the  county, when S tanstead was e re c te d . G eorgeville i s  s t i l l  an in te re s t in g  
v i l la g e  but now o ff  the  mail! highway, o r , I  might say , through highway, as th e re  
i s  a good road lead ing  from th i s  p lace to  Magog.

Lake Massawippi (lake  of deep w aters) one of the  most b e a u tifu l 
bodies of w ater in  the  Province, i s  a lso  a summer r e s o r t  cen tre  of the  county, 
e sp e c ia lly  a t  th e  North and South end, as w ell as along the E ast shore. This 
lake was d iscovered  by Ebenezer Hovey who f i r s t  s e t t l e d  in  th e  western p a r t  of 
H atley in  1793. I t  i s  a spring  fed lake with numerous brooks running in to  i t ,  
through deeply cu t rav ines and which add g re a tly  to  the charm of i t s  scenic 
beauty . Elmwood Park a t th e  South end and North H atley a r th e  North end, besides 
numerous co ttag es  on the East side and a few on the  West side speak of i t s  popu
l a r i t y  as a summer re s o r t .  In  the  p ioneer days o f S tanstead  County the  s e t t l e r s  
formed a kind o f brotherhood which began in  the  days o f t h e i r  hardships and were 
continued during  the remainder of th e i r  l iv e s . In th e i r  v i s i t s  to  each o th e r , 
made w ith an ox team, o ften  a d is tan ce  of from 6 to  12 m iles through the  woods, 
they  doubtless experienced a s a t i s f a c t io n  much g re a te r  than i s  enjoyed in  the 
ease and comfort th a t  we have now in  v is i t in g  our 'f r ie n d s . As the fo re s t  began 
to  disappear and circum stances of the  people improve, they  n a tu ra l ly  sought to  
a v a i l  them selves and c h ild re n  w ith an education . As the  r e s u l t ,  l ib r a r i e s  and 
schools were s ta r te d .  Some of the  fa m ilie s  o f th e  e a r ly  s e t t l e r s  had been 
favoured w ith an education and they w ill in g ly  acted  as te a c h e rs . Some had books 
which were c irc u la te d  throughout th e  neighbourhood to  be read and re -re a d , 
Reading in  th o se  daysnwas conducted under d i f f i c u l t i e s  but i t  was thorough and 
much ap p rec ia ted . As e a r ly  as 1800 schools were e s ta b lish e d  a t  S tanstead , 
H atley  and B arnston. The wages of. te ac h e rs  were from §4.00 to  §7,00 a month, 
and th i s  paid m ostly in  g ra in  and c lo th in g . As th e  s e t t la n e n t  increased , 
school houses were b u i l t  and teach e rs  who boarded around were employed a t  a 
b e t te r  s a la ry . As regards m il i ta ry  se rv ice  S ir  John Johnson in  1802 was appoin
te d  L iw t.-C olonel of the  3rd B a tta lio n  of the  E astern  Townships M il i t ia ,  Three 
companies were organized in  the  county in  1803, A Company was formed in  Hatley 
in  1807, and in  Barnston in  1805. The f i r s t  m ail rou te  opened in  th i s  p a r t  of 
th e  county was from Wells R iver to  Derby Line in  1812, Previous to  t h i s  the  
towns along th e  rou te  had been supplied  by a post r id e r  who came to  Derby Line 
tw ice a month and l a t e r  to  S tanstead , B arnston, H atley and Campton. The only 
newspapers read  in  the county fo r  many years were the  Green Mountain P a tr io t  and 
th e  North S ta r ,  then  published a t  Peacham and D anv ille , V t. From 1800 to  1817 
th e re  were no re g u la r  m ails through the  E astern  Townships, Whenever despatches 
were sen t from th e  Government sp e c ia l c o u rie rs  were employed, In 1817 a m ail 
lo u te  was e s ta b lish e d  from Barnston to  Quebec, v ia  Melbourne w ith a weekly m ail 
which was c a r r ie d  on horse back. At t h i s  tim e , post o ff ic e s  were e stab lish ed  
a t  S tanstead  , H a tley , Lower Forks (Sherbrooke) and Melbourne, In 1824 a weekly 
m ail was s ta r te d  between S tanstead  and M ontreal v ia  Copp’s F erry  (G eorgeville) 
and Magog o u t le t ,  where post o ff ic e s  were opened. Another weekly m ail was sub
sequently  s ta r te d  between S tanstead  and M ontreal, v ia  S t. Johns, and these  two 
m ail rou tes  supp lied  communication w ith  M ontreal and Western Canada fo r  many 
y e a rs . In 1833, semi-weekly m ails  were in troduced and since  th a t  time a gradual 
in c rease  in  se rv ice  has taken  p la ce .

In 1823 S ila s  H. Dickerson s ta r te d  a weekly paper ’’The B ritish  Colo
n i s t "  a t  S tanstead  P la in . I t  was the  only one then p r in te d  in  the  Townships 
and i t  acquired a la rg e  c i r c u la t io n .  In 1845 the  S tanstead  Jou rna l was s ta r te d  
a t  Rock Island  by Le Roy Robinson, and i s  s t i l l  being e d ite d  under the  able 
managonent of John Holland. The Coaticook Observer s ta r te d  in  1870 under the 
guidance of Hunter B radford, and i s  s t i l l  being published under the  guidance of
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A rthur Bouchard,

The tovmship of S tanstead  in  1850 included the  v il la g e s  o f S tanstead 
P la in , Beebe P la in , Rock Is la n d , G eorgev ille , F itch  Bay, Glines C om ers, G riff in s  
C om ers, Marlow and R u ite r ’ s C orners, Magoon P o in t, Brown’ s H i l l ,  C a s sv ille , 
Boynton, /my C om er, Newville and Casswellboro S e ttlem en t, a l l  s i tu a te d  on the 
e a s te rn  shore of Lake Memphremagog. This la k e , o f which about tw o -th ird s  l ie s  
in  Quebec Province, forms th e  w estern boundary o f S tanstead  County. The p r in 
c ip a l t r ib u ta ry  stream s are  the  B lack,B arton, Clyde, Johns and Cherry R ivers, 
besides sev e ra l la rg e  brooks. The Magog R iver i s  the  only o u tle t  to  the  lak e ,
and which jo in s  the  S t. F rancis River a t  Sherbrooke. The extreme len g th  of 
Memphremagog Lake from the  North to  the South i s  33 m ile s , and b read th  v a rie s  
from one to  th re e  m ile s . I t s  w ater is  shallow in  many places but very deep in  
o th e rs  and e sp e c ia lly  a t the  fo o t of Owles Head, where 100 fathoms i s  found. 
The Lady of th e  Lake steamer ran  fo r many years  in  connection w ith th e  Boston & 
Maine Railway w ith  Captain Bullock in  charge. The stopping p laces were The 
Mountain House a t  Owles Head, G eorgev ille , Knowlton’ s Landing and Magog.

F itch  Bay leading  out o f the  lake tak es  i t s  name from Col. George 
F itc h , an Englishman who was among the  e a r ly  exp lo re rs  of the  Township, The 
bay has an average b read th  of 3/4 m ile and extends 2 m iles in  le n g th . Lovering 
Pond, about the  same s ize  as F itch  Bay, l i e s  p a r t ly  in  S tanstead and p a r t ly  in  
Magog Township, and i s  connected w ith the bay a t  Lee’ s M ill Brook.

Hubbard’ s Pond, o r ,  as i t  i s  c a lled  "C rysta l Lake" in  th e  near v i c i 
n i ty  of S tanstead  P la in  ,is  one m ile in  leng th  and about a q u a rte r m ile wide, 

• I'
Barlow R iver (Tomifobia R iver) tak es  i t s  r i s e  from a pond in  H olland, 

and a f te r  a se rp en tin e  course o f some 20 m ile s , empties in to  Massawippi Lake in  
H atley  tow nship ., M ill s i t e s  along i t s  rou tes  are  a t  Rock Is la n d , Mark’ s M il ls ,  
Smith’ s M ills  and Libbies M ills . This r iv e r  was o f good s ize  before  the  fo re s ts  
had been c lea re d  and i t  was f i l l e d  w ith  f i s h .  The Colby farm , then  con tain ing  
some 1000 a c re s , was s i tu a te d  on th i s  r iv e r .

Negro R iver derives i t s  name from a fam ily  of negroes by th e  name of 
T atton  who s e t t le d  on i t s  banks in  Barnston township in  1804. I t  tak es  i t s  
r i s e  in  H olland, runs through Barnston and a f t e r  a course of about 2 m iles across 
th e  North E ast corner of S tan stead , empties in to  th e  Barlow R iver in  H atley , I t  
contained sev e ra l good m il l  s i te s  in  B arnston, Colby’s M ills  in  S tanstead  and a t  
Burrough’ s F a l ls ,  The Lake Memphremagog Shore, south of G eo rg ev ille , fu rn ished  
la rg e  quarries  con ta in ing  e x ce lle n t lim estone, and a t  Beebe P la in  are  ex tensive 
developments of a su p erio r q u a lity  o f g ra n ite . F orests  in  S tanstead  Township, 
in  fa c t  over the  whole county, p resen ted  in  th e  e a r l i e r  period a grand and luxu
r i a n t  appearance.

There was no sec tio n  in  the  Townships r ic h e r  in  b u ild in g  m a te r ia l 
o f a l l  kinds than  S tanstead  and c e r ta in ly  none were more re c k le ss  in  t h e i r  des
t ru c t io n .  For many y ears  potatoes were the  p r in c ip a l  crop, some farm ers c u l t i 
v a tin g  from 10 to  40 a c re s , and w ith an average y ie ld  o f from 150 to  200 bushels 
to  th e  a c re . Host o f th e se  po ta toes in  th a t  period  were m anufactured in to  
whiskey, which brought from 40^ to  500 a g a llo n . A bushel of po ta to es  y ie ld in g  
about one g a llon  of whiskey.

S tanstead  County now occupies a prominent p o s itio n  as an a g r ic u l tu ra l  
d i s t r i c t .  I t  i s  w ell adapted to  grazing and a ffo rd s  ex tensive  h a y fie ld  and pas
tu ra g e . I t s  w ealth has been derived from i t s  exports o f c a t t l e ,  pork , b eef, 
h o rse s , b u tte r  and cheese. The maple sugar making i s  a lso  o f g re a t im portance,

S tanstead  P la in  was f i r s t  occupied by Johnson Taplin  as a s e t t l e r  in  
1756. He began h is  c le a r in g  where the  C atholic  Church now s tan d s . In 1800 
Mr. T aplin  rece ived  a g ran t of h is  farm, a p o rtio n  of which was d iv ided  in to  
b u ild in g  lo ts  and which comprises the c e n tra l  p a r t  of S tanstead P la in . He 
afterw ards so ld  out h is  in te r e s t s  h e re , and s e t t l e d  in  F itch  Bay. In 1797 the 
prominent men ho ld ing  lo ts  in  S tanstead  were Capt, I s r a e l  Wood, Jacob Goodwin, 
Reubin Banks, Phineas Hubbard, Selah Pomeroy, Hazen Pomeroy, James Bangs, Ichabod 
Smith and Wilder P ie rc e , The two l a t t e r  men, Smith eri d P ie rc e , opened a s to re  
in  th e  P la in  in  1813, Large p r o f i t s  were then  made in  goods e sp e c ia lly  whiskey 
and rum, which were handled by a l l  t r a d e r s .  In 1855 S tanstead P la in  was s e t  o ff  
by th e  P ro v in c ia l Government.

Rock Is land  was s ta r te d  as a se ttlem en t in  1798 when Selah Pomeroy 
and Samuel Pomeroy came from lia ssach u se tts , Selah c lea red  a t  f i r s t  one acre  in  
a dense fo re s t of heavy dark  tim ber, and b u i l t  a log house. Other names mentioned 
in  the^ ea rly  h is to ry  o f Rock Is land  are  Daniel Lee 1800, Jedediah Lee 1804, Col, 
Chas. K ilburn 1804, Hon, Timothy Hinman and .ndrew Young in  1809, Hon, P» Baxter
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and O tis Warren in  1815, Alexander K ilburn in  1818, Carlos F ierce  and Freeman 
H askell 1823, and Stephen Foster in  1828.

The f i r s t  se ttlem en t in  Beebe P la in  was made by David and Calvin 
Beebe in  1798, and i t  was se t o f f  as an independent m u n ic ip a lity  in  1872.

Brown’ s H i l l  was f i r s t  s e t t le d  by Theophilus and Sherborn Brown in  
1800.

In 1799 Thos, Ayer se ttked  in  what was afterw ards known as Ayer’ s 
F la t  (Ayers C l i f f ) .

C assv ille  se ttlem en t was begun in  1799 by the  9 p a rtn e rs  named Cass 
from Nev; Hampshire, When they re tu rn ed  w ith  th e i r  fa m ilie s  in  1800 the  
country was an unbroken w ilderness. They had to  cut a pa th  fo r t h e i r  teams, 
and were two days g e ttin g  from S tanstead  P la in  to  where the C assv ille  Church 
now stands. No blacksm ith  was n e a re r  than  Brownington, V t, The only way 
they could get bread fo r  th e i r  fa m ilie s  was to  carry  the  g ra in  in  bags over 
th e i r  shou lders, walk through the  woods to  F itc h  Bay, 6 m ile s , then tak e  a 
canoe up the  lake (Memphremagog) to  Duncansboro (now Newport) a d is tan ce  of 
20 m ile s , then  shoulder th e i r  bags again fo r  a 2 m ile fu r th e r  walk to  th e  
m ill .

Among th e  e a r ly  s e t t l e r s  in  F itc h  Bay were Taplin Packard, C lefford  
and S h u r tle ff  fa m ilie s . The lo c a l i ty  was then known as Sucker C ity , from 
the  abundance o f suckers taken from th e  bay and brooks. A p o st o ff ic e  was 
e s ta b lish e d  here in  1855, which was named a f t e r  the  f i r s t  exp lorer of th e  
bay, Col. George F itc h , For many y ears  the  se ttlem en t presented an a re a  of 
dense fo r e s t  of heavy dark tim ber, d o tted  here and th e re  w ith  small openings 
in  which th e re  would be a log house.

R u ite r’ s Corners in  1874 comprised 4 square m iles  and contained some 
40 farm houses and named from Capt. John R u ite r .

G r i f f in ’s Corners a lso  comprised some 50 farm houses and was about 
th e  same s ize  in  a rea . The public b u ild in g s  in  th ese  ea rly  days comprised 
a church, school house, blacksm ith shop and a ta v e rn .

The name G eorgev ille  was adopted fo r  the  v i l la g e  in  1822, The s e t 
tlem ent had been p rev io u sly  known as Copp’ s Ferry  as th e  f i r s t  se ttlem en t had 
been made by Capt. Moses Copp in  1797, At th i s  period  E lija h  B aird had made 
a beginning about one m ile South and Jerem iah Lord about one m ile N orth. With 
th ese  exceptions th e  whole len g th  o f the  lake shore on th e  E ast to  Magog ou t

l e t ,  was an unbroken f o r e s t .  In th e  e a r ly  days o f i t s  se tt le m e n t, i t s  
lo c a tio n  made i t  a prominent p lace of b u s in e ss . I t  th en  commanded tra d e  
from the  w estern p a r t  of S tanstead  and H atley  and a la rg e  t ra d e  from th e  w est
ern shore o f the  la k e . Among th e  men who amassed a fo rtu n e  in  doing business 
a t  G eorgeville  (Copp’ s F erry) were Joshua Copp, J a s . C Peaslee and Chauncy 
Bullock,

H atley  derived i t s  name from a v i l la g e  o f the  same name in  England. 
The township was surveyed in  1792 and th e  subd iv ision  in to  lo t s  was made by 
J a s . Rankin in  1795. The township has an area  o f 51,000 a c re s .

Lake Massawippi l ie s  near th e  c e n tre  and is  some 9 m iles in  leng th  
w ith an average w idth o f one m ile . I t  has a c rescen t form and i t s  w ater is  
u sually  pure and tra n s p a re n t. The shores and bottom are  g e n era lly  sandy or 
covered w ith g ra v e l. In the  e a r ly  days o f se ttlem en t in  i t s  v i c in i ty ,  f is h  
of d i f f e r e n t  kinds were abundant such as shad, b lack salmon, maskinonge, p ike , 
b a ss , m u lle t and stu rgeon . These f i s h  were caught in  la rg e  q u a n titie s  as 
they  formed a considerab le  p a rt of th e  food fo r  th e  e a r ly  p ioneers in  th e  
surrounding community. The p r in c ip a l o u t le t  o f the  lake i s  a t  North H atley , 
and th e  i n l e t  a t  Bacon’ s R iver (so c a lle d  in  1874). This i s  formed by the  
ju n c tio n  of the  Barlow (Tomifobia) and Negro R iv e rs , about 2 m iles south o f 
the  lak e .

The r iv e r s  and country around the  lake had long been the  hunting 
and f is h in g  grounds o f th e  S t. F rancis t r i b e  of Indians and many r e l i c s  
have been found in  th e  v ic in i ty ,  such as tomahawks and stone arrow heads. 
The o r ig in  o f the race  who f i r s t  t r a v e l le d  w il l  probably ever remain a mys- 
te ry . For many y ears  a f t e r  th e  s e t t la n e n t  o f the  w hite people th e  Indians 
continued th e i r  v i s i t  to  the  lake and surrounding woods. L i t t l e  Magog Lake, 
ly ing  p a r t ly  in  H atley Township, i s  about 4 m iles in  leng th  and 1/2 m ile  in  
w idth. The Magog R iver passes through i t ,  on i t s  course North and to  Sher
brooke.
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Hatley V illa g e , form erly C harleston , then  East H atley , was s e t  o f f  by 
the  P rov inc ia l Government in  1818. The name C harleston was commemorative of 
Rev. Chas. S tew art, D.D., Bishop of Quebec. The f i r s t  se ttlem en t w ith in  i t s  
l im its  was made by Thos. McConnell, J r . ,  about 1800. Other s e t t l e r s  were 
Levi and Jabez H a ll. For many years th i s  se ttlem en t presented th e  appearance 
of an opening in  th e  fo re s t  of some 200 a c re s , w ith 2 small frame houses and 

3 log cabins. In 1808 Robert Vincent b u i l t  a small s to re  and commenced
business in  connection w ith Levi Biglow o f Derby, V t. Other fa m ilie s  came 

soon a f te r .  zmong th ese  were Ebenezer Bacon and Dr, John Weston, lAiring 
th e  American War o f 1812 H atley was a v i l la g e  of some im portance, e sp e c ia lly  
in  s a l t s  of lye and pot and p e a rl ashes. In 1874 the  v illa g e  contained 2 

churches, one ta v e rn , 2 s to re s  and post o f f ic e ,  a blacksm ith shop, a t i n  
shop and some 30 dw elling houses.

Massawippi (form erly  West H atley) -  .about 1800 Stephen Boroughs s e t 
t le d  a t  the place now known as Borough’ s F a lls  in  S tanstead  Township and a 

road was cut soon a f t e r  from th a t  p lace  to  and running through H atley and 
which a few years a f t e r ,  was the beginning of West H atley (Massawippi V illa g e ). 
Simon Colo had p rev io u sly  made a sm all c le a r in g  and Appleton Plumley had 
b u i l t  a saw m il l ,  A g r i s t  m ill  was b u i l t  soon a f te r  by Daniel Bacon, and 

Stephen Burbank, one o f th e  ea rly  s e t t l e r s ,  b u i l t  a d i s t i l l e r y ,  I t  i s  said  
th a t  through the  in flu en ce  o f whiskey in  those  ea rly  days, many of th e  s e t 
t l e r s  sank to  th e  most a b je c t poverty  and were compelled to  s e l l  out and 

leave the  country , The m ill p r iv ile g e s  below the  v il la g e  were bought by 
Samuel P. Harvey of Compton, who b u i l t  m i l l s ,  and in  1842 purchased the  m ills  
of the  Burbank e s ta te ,  Simon Kezar a t th i s  tim e was a tra d e r  in  th e  v i l la g e .

In 1842 a c lo th ie r ’ s shop, a blacksm ith shop and a shoemaker shop were s ta r te d  
and a general s to re  opened by Knight and Demick, In 1843 a tannery  and 4 
new dw ellingshouses were b u i l t .

In 1874 West Hatley contained a church, a ta v e rn , 2 s to re s ,  1 tannery , 
a g r i s t  m il l ,  a saw m i l l ,  a post o f f ic e , 2 cab ine t and wheelwright shops, 2 
b lacksm ith shops, a grocery s to re , harness shop, a boot and shoe shop and 
some 40 dw ellings, and had a population  o f 175.

North H atley in  1874 could sca rce ly  be c a lle d  a v i l la g e .  A s to re  
had been b u i l t  and a post o ff ic e  e s ta b lish e d . The Massawippi V alley R a i l
way, being b u i l t  from Sherbrooke to  Newport, V t . ,  helped the  growth of the  
small ham let and i t s  beauty as a summer r e s o r t  put North Hatley where i t  is  

today. In 1874 branches of the Le Baron and Wadleigh fam ilie s  and Col.
Henry C ull and fam ily  were among th e  e a r l i e s t  s e t t l e r s  of the  neighbourhood.

Magog in  Magog Township, was s e t o ff  in  1847 by the  P ro v in c ia l Govern
ment and organiz ed in to  a m u n ic ip a lity  in  1855. Ralph Merry s e t t le d  a t  th e  
o u t le t  around 1800. In 1874 Magog was a f lo u r ish in g  v il la g e . The r iv e r  
running through i t ,  had a good w ater power and m ills  and woollen fa c to r ie s  
had early  been b u i l t  and in  process of tim e , Magog had become a p lace  o f im
po rtance , p a r t ic u la r ly  in  the  lumber tra d e  and woollen and iro n  m anufacturing. 
At t h i s  time the  v i l la g e  s t i l l  continued to  grow and had among i t s  people 
e n te rp ris in g  and wealthy men.

The Mountain Maid, a small steam er, made d a ily  t r i p s  from Magog to  
Newport, Vt, The Lady of the  Lake, a splendid  boat b u i l t  in  1867, now p lie s  
between these  p laces (1874). The p resen t v i l la g e  of Magog (1874) comprises 
100 houses, 2 churches, 1 academy, 5 s to re s ,  2 h o te ls ,  2 saw m il ls ,  1 g r i s t  
m i l l ,  a door sash and window p la n t ,  a rake and smath fa c to ry . 2 cab in e t shops, 

washing machine and churn shop, a c a rria g e  and s le ig h  p la n t ,  2 blacksm ith  
shops, 1 wool carding and c lo th  d ressing  shop, 3 boothand shoe shops, 1 

t a i l o r ,  jew eler and m ill in e rs  shop. I t  was during t h i s  period  th a t  wealthy 
fam ilie s  from the  c i t i e s  bought land on the  lake shore, and e s ta b lish e d  summer 
res id en ces,

Bam ston Township derived  i t s  name from a p lace  of the  same name in  
England, and has an area  of 64,000 a c re s . I t s  boundaries were determ ined 
Dy Royal Warrant in  1792, The survey d iv id in g  the  township in to  lo t s  was 

made in  1796 under th e  superv ision  o f Jesse  Penoyer of Compton. In th e  d is 
posal o f these  l o t s ,  as in  o th e r tow nships, 1 /7  was se le c ted  from d if f e r e n t  
p o rtions fo r the b e n e f i t  of the  P ro te s ta n t c le rgy  and 1/7 p a rt as th e  property  
of the Crown. These were n o t to  be sold bu t leased  fo r  a term of 20 y ea rs .

With the exception  o f Barnston Mountain and th e  lands in  t h e i r  immed
ia te  v ic in i ty  and along the  banks o f th e  Coaticook and Negro R iv e rs, the  
su rface  of the  township p resen ts  an in d u la tin g  appearance. With th e  excep
tio n  o f Compton and S tanstead , th is  township is  not equalled  by ano ther in  
the  country in  th e  rich n ess  of s o i l ,  and th e  quan tity  of land adapted fo r 
c u l t iv a t io n . There i s  indeed l i t t l e  w aste la n d , as th e  most broken p a rts
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o f i t s  su rface  furnish, good p astu rin g  and sugar bushes.

G ranite i s  abundant in  the  v ic in i ty  of Baronston Mountain, and lim e
stone is  found in  o th e r p a rts  of the  township. The f i r s t  opening of the 
fo re s t  in  Barnston was made by Capt. Jos, B a r t l e t t  in  1796, who came from 
D anville , V t. and he walked the whole d is tan ce  from th e re . His n e a re s t 
neighbours were Mr. T ap lin  a t S tanstead P la in  and Capt, Ebenezer Hovey a t 
West H atley . A fter f e l l i n g  3 ac res  of tre e s  and p u ttin g  up a log chanty , 
covered w ith  bark and w ithout a f lo o r ,  he re tu rn e d  to  Vermont fo r h is  fam ily , 
Levi Baldwin, a n a tiv e  o f C onnecticut, was the  second pioneer to  s e t t l e  in  
B am ston. He made a beginning in  1798 and moved h is  fam ily to  th e i r  new 
home in  1799. Both of these  fam ilie s  endured many hardships and p r iv a tio n s , 
both in  reaching th e i r  homes and a f t e r  a r r iv a l .

The e a r l i e s t  s e t t l e r s  in  Barnston Corner were the  Buckland, Converse, 
C leaveland, Davis, N orton, C u ttin g , White and Bellows fa m ilie s . In the 
ea rly  days th e re  were no re g u la r roads through th e  township. In 1804 a 
path had been cu t through the  woods from S tanstead  P la in  to  the  A ld rich , 
Clement, Mosher, Heath and Locke se ttlem e n t, known in  1874 as Mosher Corner. 
Soon a f te r  t h i s ,  th e  path  was extended to  th e  B a r t l e t t ,  Baldwin, H i l l ,  Child 
and Bickford neighbourhood. From th is  p a th , another was cut and th e  place 
known as the  Davis farm form erly belonging to  a Bartholomeu was reached . 
The two roads running North and South across th e  township were la id  out by 
th e  Grand Voyer in  1810, and th e  two running E ast and West were la id  out soon 
a f t e r  t h i s  d a te . The crossing  o f these  two roads form the  s i t e  of th e  
p resen t v i l la g e  of Barnston Corner. Previous to  1825 the  se ttlem en t com
p rised  some 15 to  20 dw elling houses sc a tte re d  over an area  o f 4 square m iles 
of fo re s t  w ith  small openings here and th e re . As th e  popula tion  in c re ase d , 
Barnston Comer became th e  cen tre  of trad e  fo r  th e  g re a te r  p a r t  of th e  town
ship as a lso  the  new ssettlem ent in  Bamford and th e  South p a r t  of Compton. 
The Humphrey and Damon fam ilie s  came to  B arnston about th i s  period (1825),

The lo c a tio n  of the  Grand Trunk Railway through Coaticook in  1852 had 
th e  e f fe c t  of d iv e r tin g  much of th e  business of Barnston to  Coaticook V illag e . 
John Mansur, the  f i r s t  Post M aster in  B arnston, was appointed in  1832.

Among the  fa m ilie s  of the  l a te r  s e t t l e r s  were Cushing, C leveland, 
Jenks, W hite, Remick, e tc .  Among the su cc e ss fu l merchants were Judd, Cook, 
Adams, Thornton, Humphrey and Shorey. The v i l la g e  in  1874 comprised 50 
dw ellings, 2 churches, a ta v e rn , academy, 2 s to r e s ,  post o f f ic e ,  te le g rap h  
o f f ic e ,  cab ine t and wheelwright shop, b la c k sn ith  shop and a boot and shoe 
shop.

The Mosher Comer se ttlem en t (South B arnston), 6 m iles North E ast from 
S tan stead , was begun by te n  fam ilie s  in  1804, The f i r s t  postm aster here was 
F rancis Cooper in  1867.

King’ s Comer (K ingscro ft) in  th e  North West p a r t  o f Barnston Township 
between H atley and S ta n s te ad , was named fo r I r a  King, one o f th e  ea r ly  s e t 
t l e r s  vho opened a ta v e rn  th e re  in  1810, Another tavern  and s to re  were 
afterw ards b u i l t .  For a time Hiram Davis and branches of th e  King fam ilie s  
were engaged in  tra d e  h e re . The neighbourhood in  1874 contained some 12 w ell 
to  do fa m ilie s .

W ayville (Way M ills )  derived i t s  im portance from m anufacturing. The 
Way and H o ll is te r  fam ilie s  were among the  e a rly  s e t t l e r s  and the  v i l la g e  in  
1874 contained a s to re , g r i s t  m ill and a ca rd ing , spinning and weaving p la n t. 
The post o f f ic e  was e s ta b lish e d  w ith  E. E. Southmayd as Postm aster.

Coaticook fo r  many years formed a p a r t  o f the  w ild  lands o f B am ston. 
Richard Baldwin walked from h is  home a t B am ston Pinnacle to  Coaticook, spo t
t in g  the  t r e e s  on th e  way, th e re  being no ro ad , simply a w ild e rn ess . In 
1818 he made a c le a r in g  and b u i l t  a log house n ear the  brook a t  th e  ju n c tio n  
of what i s  now Child and W ellington S ts. l i f te r  some 10 y e a rs , he acquired 
through the  talcing up o f Government land , and buying from Edmond Da.vis of 
Bam ston some 1000 ac re s  o f land . In 1828 he so ld  out to  h is  son, Richard 
Baldwin J r . , and re tu rn e d  to  h is  o ld  home B am ston P innacle . This son, a t  
th e  age of 22 y e a rs , made a t r i p  w ith  a team o f French ponies through the  
woods to  Bangor, Maine, where he obta.ined a lumber jo b . The fo llow ing  spring 
he sold h is  team and re tu rned  home on foo t b ring ing  w ith him ^400.00, This 
money he put in to  a house in  1830, which was th e  f i r s t  frame house b u i l t  in  
Coaticook, and was b u i l t  where th e  Town B uilding now s tan d s . The sh ing les  
covering th e  house he made by hand, and enough e x tra  so th a t  by drawing them 
to  S tanstead  P la in , ho obtained s u f f ic ie n t  b r ic k  to  b u ild  the  chimney, which 
extended from the  c o l la r  to  the  to p  of the  house.
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In. those ea rly  days, the only market o f any account was M ontreal, 
which had to  be made by team, through Farnham and S t, Johns. The p r in c ip a l  
business was making s a l t s  o f po tash , and tra p p in g  during the  w in te r months. 
The streams in  the  e a r ly  days were f i l l e d  w ith salmon and t r o u t ,  which 
proved a b le ss in g  to  th e  e a r ly  p ioneers. The Coaticook R iver and the  brook 
which has always run through the  town, wore f i l l e d  w ith f i s h ,  and a meal of 
them fo r a la rg e  fam ily could be procured in  a sh o rt tim e.

In 1847 th e re  were only two roads in  the  Coaticook se ttle m e n t, the  
one running East and West from Barnston down what i s  now th e  Main S t r e e t ,  
and across the Coaticook R iver over an old log bridge (now a modern s te e l  
b rid g e ) and on to  Barford* the o th e r road branching o f f  from Main S tr e e t ,  
down what i s  now Child S tr e e t ,  and on to  Compton. In 1847 i t  was n o t even 
a v i l la g e  but simply a farming community. In giving the  lo c a tio n  of the 
f i r s t  bu ild ings e re c te d  in  Coaticook, I w i l l  use the name of our s t r e e t s ,  
which have been fa m ilia r  to  Coaticook c i t iz e n s  fo r  many y e a rs . A ll land 
eas t of the  log bridge across the  Coaticook (now caaent b rid g e ) on Main S t. 
to  th e  Barford l in e  on both s id e s , was a swamp. The old c u ttin g  house on 
th e  Worth East corner of the Barford l in e  was then  a red school house, and 
where the  o ld e s t in h a b ita n ts  of the  surrounding township or c lea rin g s  
a ttended  school, and where a l l  re lig io u s  se rv ice s  were he ld . The nex t was
a l i t t l e  red house on th e  bank of Coaticook R iver ju s t  e a s t of th e  log 
bridge and on th e  South side  o f the  road (Main S t r e e t ) .  The A. K. Fox 
house on the o p p osite  corner (Barford L ine) of th e  l i t t l e  red  school house, 
had j u s t  been b u i l t ,  and included a l l  of th e  houses e a s t of th e  r iv e r .  In 
1854 Jad S h u r t le f f ,  g randfa ther of W, L. S h u r t le f f ,  K .C ., b u i l t  h is  l i t t l e  
home on the West s id e  o f R iver on Main S t r e e t ,  and on the  East corner of 
Main and W ellington S ts . stood the  house o f  A. Lewis. Horace C utting  a t  
th i s  period  had a h o te l ,  a fte rw ards known as th e  Coaticook House (owned by 
Stephen Davis). Mr. C utting a lso  owned a small s to re  on P leasan t S tr e e t ,  
where th e  old 'E astern  Townships Bank b u ild in g  now stands. L a te r he moved 
t h i s  b u ild in g  to  where the  Anglican Church is  now lo ca ted  (c o m e r’ 
and C utting  S t r e e ts ) .  This was destroyed by f i r e  so he again  b u i l t  ju s t  
E ast on P leasan t S tr e e t  where the  Guild H all now s tan d s , and he became here 
the  f i r s t  P ostm aster, in  connection with running a general s to re . About 
1840 Hr. Baldwin J r .  induced Marcus Child to  b u ild  a s to re  on the  s i t e  where 
W. C. Webster was lo ca ted  fo r many years (co rner Main & Child S t r e e ts ) ,  
Mr. A. K, Fox, th en  a young man, came here in  the  sp ring  of 1845 as manager 
of th i s  s to re , and moved when m arried in to  h is  new house spoken o f .  Besides 
g iving Marcus Child the  land fo r  h is  s to re ,  w ith  12 f e e t  surrounding i t ,  Mr. 
Baldwin a lso  gave him land on Child S tre e t where the  Thondike Hotel now 
stands as an inducement to  pu t up a b u ild ing  fo r  th e  manufacture o f potash 
which he d id , and ran  fo r  sev e ra l y e a rs . This p la n t was a g re a t advantage 
to  th e  poor and s tru g g lin g  in h a b ita n ts  of th e  surrounding country . He 
a lso  gave him a deed of a p iece  o f land on the  brook where now stands th e  
m i l l  o f the  l a t e  Harry C la rk , as an inducanent fo r  him to  b u ild  a carding 
m i l l .  This was done and th e  m ill  operated fo r  sev e ra l y e a rs .

John Kennedy, who s e t t le d  here in  1845 was the  f i r s t  b lacksm ith and 
the  Only one fo r many y e a rs . Levi Baldwin, b ro th e r to  R ichard, b u i l t  and 
Operated a g r i s t  m il l  on th e  West side o f th e  r iv e r  near th e  upper wooden 
dam and cement b ridge lead ing  to  S t . Paul S t r e e t .  Samuel Cleveland owned 
and operated  a d i s t i l l e r y  near Baldwin’ s g r i s t  m i l l .  The home of Dr. Ben- 
jamon Damon on P leasan t S tr e e t ,  John Kennedy’ s house and shop on Main S tr e e t ,  
Levi Baldwin’ s home on the  com er o f S t, Paul and Water S t r e e t ,  and th e  house 
t f  Mrs. P o lla rd  on S t. Jean B ap tis te  S tre e t were a l l  of th e  homes in  C o a ti- 
took  p rio r  to  1848. Coaticook today stands on what was the  farm of R ichard 
Baldwin, which extended fo r one m ile  North South E ast and West.

The small v i l la g e  did no t begin to  grow or th r iv e  u n t i l  the  Grand 
Trunk Railway was put through in  1852, H isto ry  t e l l s  us th a t  i t  was through 
th e  in fluence  of R ichard Baldwin th a t  th i s  ra ilw ay  was b u i l t  up th e  Coaticook 
V alley in s te a d  of th e  Massawippi V alley to  S tanstead  and then  on to  Is land  
Pond, as both ro u tes  had been surveyed, R ichard Baldwin rem odelled h is  red 
farm house b u i l t  in  1830 in to  a h o te l ,  c a ll in g  i t  the  Railway H otel and 
operated  same during the  b u ild in g  of the  r a i l r o a d .  He a lso  co n trac ted  to  
b u ild  a sec tio n  of i t  and during th e  time opera ted  a s to re  a t  Drew’s M ills  
(D ix v ille )  having as a c le rk  Dudley Davis. He a lso  fu rn ished  meat to  th e  
r a i l ro a d  men and people of the v i l la g e .  James N orris of Drew’ s M ills  and 
David Biglow of Derby, V t . ,  were h is  b u tch e rs . I t  took from s ix  to  seven 
head of c a t t l e  each day, besides a lo t  o f  pork and mutton to  supply th e  
danand. He looked a f t e r  a l l  o f  th ese  in te r e s t s  besides managing h is  1000 
acre fam » For 15 y e a rs  a f te r  th e  ra ilro a d  was put through he ra n  th e  so le  
m arket in  the  v i l la g e ,  besides buying hay and g ra in  fo r  shipment to  Nova 
S co tia . He a lso  co n trac ted  to  supply the ra ilw ay  w ith wood from Is la n d  
Pond to  Sherbrooke and h e ld  th i s  c o n tra c t u n t i l  h is  death  in  1877. Hunter
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and B ell o f S tanstead ran a s to re  on the brow of the  h i l l  on the  South side 
o f Compton S tr e e t ,  overlooking our p resen t cement dam. This was during the 
b u ild in g  of the  r a i l ro a d . In 1853 A. A. Adams and John Thornton came to  
Coaticook from Bam ston Corner and went in to  b u s in ess . That same year Mr. 
Adams b u i l t  h is  home which stood fo r so many y ears  on our Main S tr e e t ,  
fro n tin g  the Coaticook House.

In t h i s  same y e a r , Mr. Baldwin had W ellington S tr e e t  la id  out and a 
Mrs. Tabor of P it tsb u rg , N.H, b u i l t  a re s id en c e , now occupied and owned by 
Miss Sarah Draper. A school house was a lso  b u i l t ,  now owned by N, Gregoire 
and Mr. Charles M e r r i l l ,  who came from Canaan, V t., was the  f i r s t  te a c h e r. 
At th i s  period the  v i l la g e  was growing q u ite  f a s t .  Capt. Thompson in  the 
customs had b u i l t  h is  home on Union S tr e e t ,  l a t e r  owned and occupied fo r 
many y ears  by Charles L ovell, M.P, Charles M e rr ill  and o th e rs  had th e i r  
homes on P leasan t S t r e e t ,  which had been opened up and was the  fo u rth  s t r e e t  
in  the v i l la g e .

The M ethodist Church, a wooden b u ild in g , was e re c te d  in  1855 on the 
land given by Richard Baldwin, Benjamin Cole was the  f i r s t  s e t t l e d  pasto r 
in  1860, In 1856 the  B ap tis t Church was b u i l t  a t a c o st o f $2,300,00 and 
the  Rev. Thos, P , Moulton was in s ta l le d  as p a s to r . The Anglican Church was 
b u i l t  in  1863 and Rev, John F oste r was the  f i r s t  r e c to r  and continued as 
such u n t i l  he r e t i r e d  many y e a rs  l a t e r .  In connection w ith  t h i s  Church, on 
Mark S tre e t  th e re  was b u i l t  a b ric k  school th a t  functioned  fo r many y ears. 
The Roman C atholic  Church, a wooden b u ild in g , was e re c te d  and ded ica ted  in  
1864. I t  was a t  th is  period  th a t  Coaticook was so t o f f  as a separa te  muni- 
c ip a l i ty  from B am ston. Charles M e rr il l  drew th e  p lan  o f  Coaticook, la id  
out a l l  the  s t r e e ts  and had the honour o f naming them. At th i s  period 
Henry Lovell came from Barnston and en tered  business w ith Richard Baldwin 
handling  produce of a l l  k inds.

During the C iv il War (1861-1865) th e re  was a g re a t in f lu x  of Americans 
to  a l l  v i l la g e s  along the  border and while the  war con tinued , the farmers 
were prosperous. A fte r the war, however, p ric e s  f e l l  and every th ing  came
to a s t a n d s t i l l .  I t  was not u n t i l  1870 th a t  th in g s  began to  b rig h ten  up in
Coaticook. In 1871 Cleveland and Doak began to  boom North Coaticook. The 
Tolley M anufacturing Company s ta r te d  up and b id  f a i r  to  be o f importance to  
the  v i l la g e .  Much bu ild in g  was done but th e re  was a s e t  back as t h i s  p lan t 
did n o t prove a good business v en tu re . About t h i s  tim e , a woollen m i l l ,  as 
a lso  a k n i t t in g  m i l l ,  was s ta r te d .  They were su ccessfu l and th e  whole 
v illa g e  b e n e fited . In 1877 a f in a n c ia l  depression  cane on, th a t  a ffe c te d  
the whole country and Coaticook rece ived  another se t back. I t  was n o t u n t i l  
the  e a r ly  *80’s th a t  th e  v i l la g e  began to  p ick  up. At th i s  p e rio d , through 
th e  i n t e r e s t  of Samuel C leveland, a co tton  fa c to ry  was e s ta b lish e d  on the 
w ater power a t  North Coaticook and once more the  v i l la g e  began to  boom. The 
early  p ioneers of Coaticook th a t  deserve mention are  Baldwins, C u ttin g s , 
Larks, E atons, Bradleys and P r a t t s .  L ater came the  fa m ilie s  of C h ild , Fox, 
Thornton, L o v e ll, C leveland, Damon, Davis, Webster and many o thers who gave 
th e i r  t a l e n t s  to  making or lay in g  th e  foundation  of Coaticook to  i t s  p resen t 
p roportions *

Barford Township has an a rea  o f 38,400 a c re s , Campton and C lifto n  
bound i t  on th e  North, Hereford on the  E a s t, Vermont on th e  South and Barn
ston on th e  West, The survey of t h i s  township was made in  1792, and the  
subd iv ision  in to  lo ts  in  1801, The surface  i s  d iv e r s i f ie d .  The Coaticook 
River runs through i t  from North to  South, The meadow land along t h i s  r iv e r  
i s  small bu t v a lu ab le . The rem aining p a rt  of th e  township i s  h i l l y  and in  
some in s ta n ce s  broken and uneven. The s o i l  i s  r ic h  and p roductive  and w ith 
but l i t t l e  w aste land . The farms in  th i s  township are  second to  none in  
the county as to  c u lt iv a t io n  and pastu rag e . Drow’s M ills  (D ix v ille )  i s  a 
small v i l la g e  on th e  Coaticook R iv e r, and has a w ater power. In 1874 i t  
contained a g r i s t  m i l l ,  a saw m i l l ,  carding m i l l ,  c lo th ie r s  shop, p o st o ff ic e  
and s to re .  A sm all French se ttlem en t i s  lo ca ted  a t  S t .  Heremenegilde in  th e  
East p a r t  of th e  tow nship. A la rg e  share of th e  w ild  land in  the  township 
was p a rc e lle d  out in  1810 to  Government o f f i c ia l s  and o th e r in d iv id u a ls . A 
grant of 2,500 acres was made a t  t h i s  tim e to  a Mrs. Hannah Vaucamp. Sho 
commenced opera tions on a la rg e  sca le  and a f t e r  spending same $5,000 in  
c le a rin g  land and making roads, she re lin q u ish e d  th e  e n te rp r is e  and re tu rned  
to  Quebec, where she d ied  soon a f t e r .  This property  was afterw ards pur
chased by Dr. Ward a t  a p rice  much below i t s  re a l  v a lu e . He made many im
provements on the  lan d . Many y ears  passed a f te r  th i s  township was surveyed 
before any se ttlem en t worthy of no te  was made. I t  was n o t u n t i l  a f t e r  S tan- 
s tead , H atley  and Bam ston Townships wore or had t h e i r  b e s t land taken  up, 
th a t  a t te n t io n  was c a lle d  to  the  fo re s ts  of B arford , In many oases , the  
se ttlem en t was made by the  c h ild re n  of the  p ioneers of B arnston. .Among th ese
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were the  descendents o f C hild , Baldwin, P a rk e r, Cleveland and Drew fa m ilie s . 
Leonard M artin and h is  fam ily came in  from Peacham, Vt. in  1823. Harba and 
Marcus C hild , grandsons of Harba Child o f Bam ston were the  most prominent 
pub lic  men of B arford. One o f  the descendents of the Drew fam ilie s  b u i l t  
th e  m il ls  th a t  s t i l l  r e ta in  th e  name Dreve M ills (1874), His m ill  p roperty  
was purchased by Richard Baldwin of Coaticook in  th i s  y ear.

Beginning from Coaticook, the  fanners lo c a te d  on the  Barford road 
lead ing  to  DrewsMills, who came to  Coaticook to  do th e i r  tra d in g , were as 
fo llow s, and given in  o rder from th e  Coaticook and Barford co rner: Jonathan 
Ham (form erly known as th e  C.E,Baldwin farm ), Ezra Baldwin, P a rk is , W illiam 
Glover (form erly  known as the M ullins farm ), Gardiner B landin, I ra  Baldwin, 
Rev, Jos. Chamdlier, George Baldwin, Capt. M artin  and Mrs. P iper.

At Drews M ills , were James and Ezra Drew, Chas. Straw, and nearby 
the  Wright and Parkor fa m ilie s . On the road lead ing  from Coaticook to  Barn- 
ston  were the  fam ilie s  ( in  o rder) of E li  B radley, P r a t t ,  Major Eaton, James 
L ark, Jonathan C utting , Samuel Davis and Edmond Davis, On the road lead ing  
from Coaticook to  Compton were the fa m ilie s  o f S tevens, Jos, Baker, Chas, 
Evans, (w ith severa l sons who s e t t le d  near him ), Rugg, Parson Smith, 
A. C. P arker, Spaldwin, Norman Stevens and John Ford,

The v illa g e  of Coaticook in  1874 contained an Episcopal Church, 
a Wesleyan M ethodist Church, a Free W ill B a p tis t Church and a Roman C atho lic  
Church, an academy b u ild in g  w ith a town h a l l  in  connection, a lso  a school 
house in  connection w ith  th e  Episcopal Church, a d i s t r i c t  school house, 7 
s to re s ,  1 Apothecary’s shop, 3 h o te ls ,  3 blacksm ith  shops, 1 harness shop, 
saw m i l l ,  g r i s t  m il l ,  1 fu rn itu re  shop, 1 machine shop, g r i s t  m i l l ,  tan n ery , 
door and sash fa c to ry , a churn and washing machine fa c to ry , a hand loom 
fa c to ry , a mowing machine and rake fa c to ry , an iro n  foundry, match fa c to ry , 
a post o ff ic e  and te le g rap h  o f f ic e .  There were a t  th i s  period 150 dw elling 
houses, new s tre e ts  w e  being opened up and th e  v i l la g e  was rap id ly  in 
c reasin g .

I t  might be of in te r e s t  i f  I gave the  r i s e  and progress of the 
d if f e r e n t  R elig ious S o c ie tie s  on Stanstead County.

English or Episcopal Church:

S ta r t in g  w ith  S tanstead  P la in , a m issionary , th e  Rev. Richard 
Knagg, was sent here in  1819, but he r e t i r e d  in  1821 w ithout accomplishing 
much as to  the growth. No attem pt was made fu r th e r  u n t i l  1845 when the  s e t 
tlem ent a t  the  P la in  was o ccasionally  v is i te d  by th e  Rev. D o o little  o f Len- 
n o x v il le , Rev. Reid of Campton and Rev. Jackson of H atley . In 1849, the  
Rev, H. G. Burrage began holding serv ices in  the  upper room of th e  b r ic k  
s to re  of Francis Judd. In 1851, a church was organized. In 1852 h is  
re p o rt to  the  Bishop a t  Quebec gave an average a ttendance from 50 to  60 and 
the  number o f communicants from 15 to  18. In 1857 the  Rev. W, L. Thompson 
took Mr. Burrage’ s p la ce . I t  was during h is  incumboncy th a t  the  p re sen t 
church (1874) was e re c te d . Following him came the  Rev. H. F. D a rn e ll, Rev. 
A. A. A llen , Rev. J .  E a rly , Rev, A. J .  Woolryohe (1872) and the Rev. George 
Thomeloe (1874).

At H atley th e  Rev, Dr. Stewart was th e  p ioneer clergyman and 
m issionary  in  1817. The process of growth was slow because Hatley s e t t l e r s  
were m ostly  from Vermont and New Hampshire and unacquainted w ith th e  E pis
copal form of w orship. In 1818 a la rge  and commodious church was b u i l t  on 
a h i l l  a m ile and a h a l f  from the  settlem ent and most o f th e  expense in  
b u ild in g  was bom by th e  Rev. S tew art. L a ter a new church was b u i l t  in  the  
v i l la g e  and the  former church was used by th e  A dven tists. Rev. S tew art l e f t  
a reco rd , as being a t i r e l e s s  worker and a l l  cherished h is  memory w ith  rev e 
rence and a ffe c t io n . He was succeeded by th e  Rev. Thos. Johnson who in  1830 
was followed by the Rev. C. Jackson, the  Rev. H. G. B urrage, formerly o f 
S tanstead (1848) and th e  Rev. A. J .  Balfour in  1872,

At Coaticook the Rev, John F oster ( la te r  Canon F o ste r) was appoin
te d  by Bishop Mountain o f Quebec and began h is  d u tie s  in  1852 covering n o t 
only Coaticook and N th  Coaticook, but a lso  Barnston and B arford . In 1863 
a church was b u i l t  in  Coaticook and consecrated under the name o f S t. Stephens. 
In th i s  y ear he m arried  Miss L, E. C utting , daughter of one of Coaticook’s 
p ioneer businessmen. In 1865, through Mr. F o s te r , a Church day school was 
e s ta b lish e d  near the  churoh, and th e  f i r s t  te ac h e r was Miss E liza  C urrie ,B .A ., 
of McGill U niversity . This school fundtidned u n t i l  1878, when i t  was tu rned  
in to  a house fo r th e  then  sexton. In 1871 Mr, F o ste r resigned  to  take up 
church work in  Three R ivers and the  Rev, T. R ichardson took h is  p lace  and was 
succeeded by the  Rev, J .  H. Corvan in  1873.
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In 1874 Mr. F oster re tu rned  to  C oati cook and continued in  th e  
church u n t i l  h is  re tire m e n t a f te r  36 y ears  in  th e  c a u s e .. This was in  1901, 
During those f r u i t f u l  y e a r s , he had brought the church up to  a h igh  standard 
and to  p ro sp e rity . On December 9th, 1906 Canon F oster passed away a t  the 
age o f 70 y e a rs , S t, Stephen’ s Church was enlarged a few y ears  l a t e r  (from 
1863). On January 10th , 1901, a new church h a l l  was d ed ica ted , located  on 
P leasan t S t r e e t ,  on th e  s i t e  o f the  former Horace C utting S to re , Rev, Canon 
F oster was succeeded by the  Rev, A lbert S tevens, M.A,, who fo r 20 years  had 
been Incumbent o f H atley .

On November 29 th , 1908, th e  f i r s t  se rv ice  was h e ld  in  th e  new 
church b u i l t  on the  com er of P leasant and C utting  S tre e ts ,  n ex t to  th e  Guild 
H a ll , a t  a cost o f s l0 ,0 0 0 . In 1912 the  Ladies Guild b u i l t  an ex tension  on 
th e  h a l l  , which fu rn ished  a commodious k itchen  andoone of th e  b e s t  equipped 
in  the  d iocese . Rev. A lbert Stevens passed away November 1 2 th , 1914, and 
was succeeded by h is  son th e  Rev. C ecil S tevens, M.A., who res igned  in  A pril 
1927, to  become re c to r  o f Grand Mere, Que. Rev, A. E, E. Legge, M.A., 
B .P aed ., succeeded him on June 7th, 1927 and i s  s t i l l  re c to r .

C h ris t Church a t  North Coaticook was b u i l t  in  1874. From the 
beginning the r e c to r  a t Coaticook had charge. Barford l a te r  became s e l f -  
supporting  and had th e i r  own church and r e c to r .

The church a t  Barnston had been c losed  fo r some period  and was 
so ld  in  1927.

The M ethodist Church;

S tanstead  P la in  received  i t s  f i r s t  m in is te r  in  1807 in  the  person 
of Rev, Lewis W alker. From th i s  date  to  1820 some 12 m in is te rs  o f f ic ia te d  
in  and around S tan stead , At th i s  p e rio d , 1820, the  S tanstead c i r c u i t  was 
s e t  o ff  to  the B r i t is h  Conference ( i t  was fo m e rly  » f th e  New England Con
fe re n c e ).

In 1829 the  Wesleyan Brick Church was e re c te d  a t  S tanstead  P la in . 
In 1866 another la rg e r  church of la rg e r  dimensions was put up to  take th e  
p lace  of the  sm alle r one. From 1820 to  1875 some 21 m in is te rs  laboured fo r  
th e  cause in  th e  S tanstead  c i r c u i t ,  and among them, men of sp lendid  t a le n t s .  
A church in  G eorgeville  was erected  in  1838 under th e  incumbency o f the  Rev, 
Edwin Peake. Fran th i s  da te  to  1874, G eorgeville  had 6 m in is te r s .  The 
f i r s t  M ethodist m eeting a t  Barnston Corner was held in  the log cabin of 
Jo siah  Boroughs in  1803, th e  Rev. J .  R, Crawford o f f ic ia t in g .  Subsequently 
th e  Rev. David K ilborn o f New Hampshire and Vermont, had occasionally  v is i te d  
th i s  se c tio n , and held m eetings. The church in  Barnston was b u i l t  in  1820, 
and from th i s  date to  1874, some 20 good men supplied  th e  needs of M ethodists 
h e re .

H atley , during i t s  ea rly  se ttlem e n t had but few M ethodist fa m ilie s . 
In 1821 th i s  se ttlem en t was supplied by m iss io n arie s  sen t from England, who 
extended th e i r  work to  the  d if f e re n t  p a rts  of th e  surrounding community. This 
was a f te r  the  t r a n s fe r  o f the  S t. F rancis D is t r ic t  or C irc u it in  1821 from 
th e  New England to  the  B r i t is h  Conference. In 1838 H atley and Compton were 
s e t  o ff  as sep a ra te  c i r c u i ts  and were supp lied  su ccessive ly  by 8 m in is te rs  
up to  1863, when H atley  became a separa te  c i r c u i t ,  and from th a t  da te  up to  
1875, was supplied  by 5 d i f f e r e n t  moi.

■Coaticook M ethodist Church h is to ry  I have no t been ab le  to  ob ta in  
a t  the  p resen t w ritin g  but w il l  add th i s  l a t e r .  The same ap p lie s  to  th e  Bap
t i s t  Church.

The B ap tis t Church:

The f i r s t  church o rg an iza tion  w ith in  th e  l im its  of S tanstead  
County was of October 1799. Come 13 people un ited  in  forming a church in  
th e  w estern p a rt  o f the  county , and hold t h e i r  m eetings in  the  dw elling houses 
o f the  ea rly  s e t t l e r s  along Memphremagog Lake shore from Copp’ s Ferry  (George
v i l l e )  to  the  o u t le t  a t  Magog. In 1817 they  numbered 75, E lder Harvey C lark 
was the  preacher and continued as such fo r  20 y e a rs . From 1833 to  1837 Elders 
E. M itchell and J , Baldwin supplied . In 1837 E lder M itchell lo c a ted  near 
G eorgeville  and su sta in ed  the  p a s to ra te  of th e  church fo r many y e a rs .

At Barnston th e  few fam ilie s  were supplied  by m in is te rs  from the  
New England S ta te s ,  In 1812 Elder R, Smith s e t t le d  in  the  North p a r t  o f the 
township and preached fo r  5 y e a rs . A church was organized about th a t  tim e , 
bu t a f t e r  a few y ears  was disbanded. In 1833 a new church was formed and in  
1834 Brother Baldwin was ordained and remained p asto r fo r 4 y e a rs . For many
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years the meetings of the church were held in  the dwelling houses and school 
houses of the settlem ents. A few years p rio r to  1874 a small church was 
b u ilt  a t Barnston Comer ,

The Baptists of Barford Township became organized in 1837 and 
Elder I .  Ide was ordained as pastor in  1838. He was succeeded by Elder Jos. 
Chandlier in  1847.

Free Will B ap tists:

In 1803 a church of 20 members was formed in  the Stanstead s e t t l e 
ment. In 1806 Elder A. Moulton was ordained and a log meeting house was 
b u ilt  25 by 30 feet a t an expense of $75,00. During 1811 and 1812 the church 
enjoyed a rev ival. Up to  1823 they were connected with the Wheelock, Vt, 
Baptists and up to 1848 the members continually increased.

In Hatley the Baptists organized in  1802 and, like  Stanstead, 
were connected with those of Wheelock but th is  connection was dissolved in  
1823.

At Barnston they commenced in a small way in  1832. In 1854 
Barnston and Barford took the name of the Coaticook Church. In 1856 a church 
was b u ilt  in Coaticook with Elder P. Moulton as f i r s t  pastor.

Roman Catholic Church:

The origin of the Catholic Church in Stanstead County is  of re 
cent date. Many years elapsed before th e ir  numbers became su ffic ien t for 
the organization of churches. The early meetings were held in the dwelling 
houses of Catholic fam ilies. In the Bishop purchased 2 acres of land at 
Stanstead Plain, on which a church was subsequently b u ilt .  The t i t l e  given 
to the mission was "The Sacred Heart of Jesus of Stanstead" and in  1848 the 
Rev. J .  B. Champeaux was sent as the resident clergyman. As th is  church was 
found to be too small as the numbers increased, and was also not central 
enough, a new church was b u ilt  in  1850 and stood upon the s ite  of the f i r s t  
frame house b u ilt in  Stanstead and contains sane of the orig inal timbers of 
th a t building.

During the past quarter of a century from 1850 the increase of 
Roman Catholics has been very large. In 1840 the church numbered 75 but in 
1874 i t  numbered 1000.

In 1863 a t r a c t  of 6 acres was purchased on the East bank of the 
Coaticook River and a wooden church was erected and which stood for many years. 
The number of communicants in  1863 was 120 and in  1871 some 500,

In Barford the f i r s t  missionary was the Rev. James Daly, whose 
services extended frcm 1856 to 1858, In 1874 the mission was under the charge 
of the Rev. Mr. Chartier. The number of communicants in 1862 was about 50 
and in  1871 some 300.

In Magog the Catholics purchased about one acre of land in  1860 
a t the North West part of the v illage upon which they b u ilt a chapel 36 by 
50 fee t a t a cost of $1,000, I t  was dedicated in  1861 by Bishop Jas. Laroque. 
There were 26 members a t th a t time, and there was a large increase as years 
went by.

Education:

Stanstead Seminary was completed in 1829 at a cost of $2,500, In 
1830 a grant of $800.00 was made by the Provincial Government. This allow
ance was afterwards reduced to $400,00 per annum. For many years th is  Semi
nary and the academy a t East Hatley were the only c le r ic a l schools in  the 
Townships. The d irec to rs of the Seminary in  1865 were Ichabod Smith, Wilder 
Pierce, C. C. Colby, B.F.Hubbard, Geo. Pomeroy and J .  P. Lee.

The Hatley Academy (formerly Charleston) was founded in  the same 
year, and lik e  Stanstead, was given grants from the Government.

The Stanstead Seminary was erected a t a cost of $3,000.

The Magog Academy was founded in 1856 through the e ffo rts  of 
seven of the leading men in  the v illage . This also was a two-storey building 
and received an annual grant frcm the Government. Barnston Academy was com
pleted in  1851 under the supervision of the Rev. James Green and Dr, N. Jenks 
a t a cost of $1200,00, h a lf  of which was paid by the Government. The building
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is a two-storey one and for many years held a high reputation and was well 
attended by the boys and girls from the surrounding country.

The Coaticook Academy was erected in 1852, in connection with the 
town hall, A large building was erected in 1864 and this was doubled in 
size by a wing in 1881, At that time there were 5 rooms, with a principal 
and 4 assistant teachers. For a great many years, under the guidance of 
G. K, Masten,the principal, this academy was noted throughout the Province 
as being of a very high order. There was a large attendance of students 
coming from various parts of the Province,

The Georgeville High School was established in 1854. It received 
for a time a grant from the Provincial Government of $200.00 per annum. Among 
the trustees were four of the leading men of the village.

In 1865, the directors of the Stanstead Seminary proposed to raise 
the sum of 20,000 for the erection of buildings suitable to furnish facili
ties for a collegiate education.

In 1871 the Stanstead Wesleyan College Association was organized. 
In 1872 the contract for the building was awarded to G. W. Bryant of Sher
brooke after $25,000. had been secured. On December 24th, 1872, the College 
was incorporated by Act of the Provincial Government. Rev, W, Hansford was 
appointed the head of the College in 1873 and re-appointed in 1874, This 
college has always held a high reputation in the Provinceaand 1933 still 
finds it in a prosperous condition, 

t>
Wolfe County lies North of Compton, East of Richmond, West of 

Frontenac and South of Megantic. It has an area of 405,588 acres, of which 
125,277 acres are improved, 86,230 acres unimproved, 167,230 acres of forest 
land and 26,172 acres of waste land. The population in 1926 was 16,588, of 
which 2,156 were listed as farmers. The inhabitants are mainly of French 
descent. The country is rolling, the most notable height being Bald Mountain 
in the South (so named because its top is bare of forest growth). The fer
tility of soil averages well, A main highway and railway traverse the county 
diagonally. The most notable scenic feature of the county is its lakes. 
Lake Nicolet is the source of one of the branches of the Nicolet River, Lake 
Weedon in the South section is closely connected with the long twisted Lake 
Aylmer, which occupies so much of the East central part of the county. The 
land about the lakes is rather low and is available mainly for pasturage.

Since the most populous part of the county lies around these 
lakes, the principal agricultural occupation is dairying and much milk is 
shipped. Cattle and sheep are raised to a large extent, and sent to the 
Quebec market. Grain and roots are grown for home consumption. Lumbering 
ranks next to agriculture and in cash returns exceeds the farming. The 
cutting of wood pulp, however, had replaced the large saw mills of former 
days •

The county comprises the townships of Wolfestown, Garthby, Hem, 
Stratford, Weedon, Wotton, and Dudswell,

Wolfestown was granted to Nicholas Montour in 1802.

Dudswell had about one-quarter of its area ceded to John Bishop and others in 
1803, The principal grant of its area was to officers fran 1804 to 1852, 
and most of the remainder was sold in 1827,

Ham was only partially surveyed by 1812 and only small grants 
made at this time, the larger sections going in 1824,

Garthby and Wotton were not sold until 1830 and later Weedon had 
only a small section granted by 1823.

Wolfe County happened to lie outside of the St. Francis Valley, 
distant from centres of population, which no doubt accounts for no effort 
being made for settlement until 1830. Up to this date there were only 100 
people on its 400,000 acres. The British American Land Co, secured much of 
the land but did little to develop it. When some 20 years later the Crown 
and Clergy Reserves were expropriated, the French Canadians began to enter. 
In 1871 the inhabitants had reached over 8000 but this was due to the spread 
of lumbering operations rather than the desire to locate permanently. The 
course of the County’s progress during the last half century has been the 
gradual utilization of the land cleared of timber, which led to the creation 
of stock farms and dairies. The early saw mills and their operations, then 
the clearing of land for dairying, led to the rise of many rural centres,
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e i th e r  about the m i l l ,  or around the  cheese and b u t te r  fa c to r ie s  of more re c 
ent d a te ,

Weedon Centre had two la rge  saw m i l l s ,  as f a r  back as 1850 and 
is  now one o f the la rg e r  cen tres  having in  1926 a population  of 800. The 
same i s  t ru e  of W onnonville, w ith 450, Beaulac 416, and Bishop’s C rossing 
w ith 287. In 1875 B ishop’s C rossing was th re e  tim es as populous as the  
o-tners, w ith 4 churches, many s to re s  and in d u s tr ie s .  Marbleton w ith a popu
la t io n  of 743, was j u s t  h a lf  as la rg e  50 years  ago, and in  the  th roes of a 
mining c raze . Limestone and marble were p le n t i f u l  in  the  neighbourhood and 
an ochre mine and a gold mine were being worked in  the  v ic in i ty .  The gold 
mining never paid . D is ra e li  i s  th e  p r in c ip a l to rn  of the  county but i s  
modern in  growth as compared w ith th e  o ther se tt le m e n ts . Here again the  f o r 
e s t  resource  gave i t  l i f e  and continues to  do so. Two la rg e  saw m i l l s ,  2 
p lan ing  m i l l s ,  a door and sash fa c to ry  are the  c h ie f  in d u s t r ia l  p la n ts .  The 
town i s  on th e  S t. F ranc is  R iver, a s ta t io n  on the  Quebec C entral Railway and 
in  1926 had a population  of 1600.

The e a r ly  p ioneers coming to  the  Townships, a g re a t many of whom 
were from the  New England S ta te s , found a w ilderness of f o r e s t s .  When they 
decided upon a lo c a tio n  fo r  a home, g rea t t r e e s  had to  be cut down in  order 
to  make an opening fo r t h e i r  small and crude log cabin . These openings were 
widely sc a tte re d  in  many sec tio n s  and only t r a i l s  led  from one to  another and 
in  many cases not even t h i s  to  guide them. They experienced t e r r i b l e  hard
ships and p r iv a tio n s  and many a t  tim es were on th e  verge o f s ta rv a tio n . When 
we look over our E astern  Townships, b e a u tifu l as they  are  today , th e  s te rn  
f a c t  i s  brought home to  us of the  d e term in a tio n , w i l l  and s tren g th  o f th e se  
p io n eers , which are  not found in  our country today . I am wondering how many 
of your young people of t h i s  period could surv ive  under such tremendous d i f f i 
c u l t ie s ,  H isto ry  t e l l s  us th a t  some of th e se  p ioneers a tta in e d  th e  age of 
from 90 to  100 y e a rs . These men found the  im portan t l in k  between the p ast 
and p re se n t, having liv e d  during one of the g re a t epochs of th e  world h is to ry , 
because they could w ell remember the  French War, th e  .American R evolution, and 
th e  War of 1812 and 1815, They had seen the United S ta te s  grow from a few 
B r it is h  Colonies to  a m ighty n a tio n , and some o f them expressed the  wish th a t  
they  could d rink  th e  "Rip Van W inkle’ s Flagon" and wake up to  p a r t ic ip a te  in  
th e  g re a t advantages in  100 y ears  hence.

L i t t l e  has been sa id  o f th ese  p ioneer women, who deserve a l l  hon
our and c re d i t  fo r  t h e i r  s e l f - s a c r i f i c in g  and u n tir in g  in d u s try , fo r  th e i r  
cheer which made th ese  crude homes comfortable and happy. They were the 
ones to  mould the  c h a rac te r th a t  has d is tin g u ish ed  many of th e i r  p o s te r i ty .

In c lo sin g  th i s  h is to ry  of our E astern  Townships I want to  s i t e  
one case (and th i s  i s  one of many recorded) o f th e  hardsh ips the  e a r l  pioneers 
had to  endure. In the  w in te r of 1795 Joseph F ish  w ith  h is  w ife , th e i r  e l 
d e s t son and a babe of 8 months old l e f t  t h e i r  home in  Reading, V t , ,  w ith 
an ox team loaded w ith  t h e i r  household goods and a l im ite d  supply o f p ro v i
s io n s , found th e i r  way through th e  woods, to  Durham, Que, lif te r  rem aining 
a sh o rt time a t  th a t  p la ce , they  sent back t h e i r  team and se t out on fo o t to  
seek a home on the  e a s te rn  shore of Lake Memphremagog, The mother c a rrie d  
her babe a l l  o f the  way in  her arms and the  fa th e r  was loaded w ith a pack of 
no sm all dim ensions. A fter c ro ssin g  the lake and stay in g  a day or two a t  the  
log cabin  of Capt. Hovey, they d ire c te d  th e i r  course to  a p lace on Negro River 
and fo r  many years a fte rw ards known as Shanty H i l l .  They were poor and t h e i r  
hardsh ips and p riv a tio n s  were fo r many years very sev ere . Some tim e elapsed 
before  they  were ab le  to  c le a r  land s u f f ic ie n t  to  r a is e  th e i r  b read , and a 
s t i l l  longer time b efo re  they could get th e i r  g ra in  ground in to  m eal. During 
the  f i r s t  seven y ears  o f th i s  experience th e re  was n o t a g r i s t  m ill  w ith in  20 
m iles o f  t h e i r  c le a r in g . From 1795 u n t i l  1802 they  pounded th e i r  g ra in  in  
a la rge  m ortar made from a heavy b lock  of m aple. For v a r ie ty  they sometimes 
b o ile d  and a te  th e i r  wheat and Indian corn whole. The supply of f i s h  from 
the  lake and the  r iv e r  was abundant and c o n trib u ted  m a te r ia l ly  to  t h e i r  sup
p o r t. From 1802, t h e i r  d i f f i c u l t i e s  began to  le ss e n . The wooden m ortar was 
thrown asid e  and they  enjoyed th e  luxury o f loaves o f bread baked from a w ell 
ground f lo u r .  The shanty in  the  meanwhile had been superseded by a substan
t i a l  log house of l im ite d  dimensions but which fu rn ished  them w ith a comfort
able home. In the  meantime t h e i r  fam ily in c re ase d , and by in d u stry  and 
s t r i c t  economy, t h e i r  means in c re a se d . A fte r re s id in g  some years in  th i s  
l o c a l i ty ,  they removed to  lo t  9, f i r s t  range in  H atley , which lo t  Mr. Fish 
had drawn as an A ssoc ia te . Here they passed t h e i r  l a s t  days in  comfort and 
what was termed th e n , in  p ro sp e r ity . They liv e d  to  see th e i r  ch ild re n  and 
grandch ild ren  w ell s e t t l e d  in  l i f e  w ith  hard ly  an excep tion , su sta in in g  r e s 
pec tab le  and u sefu l p o s itio n s  in  the  community. A ll o f th e i r  fa m ilie s  were 
exemplary members o f the  d if f e r e n t  C h ris tia n  churches,
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I have been able to write this history of our Eastern Townships 
through the records of "The Storied Province of Quebec" (5 volumes), and 
also through Forests and Clearings, compiled by B, F. Hubbard in 1874,

I sincerely trust it will be as interesting to whomever may read 
it as it was to me in looking up these important events.


