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Interviewer— HMargaret Dalles and Dolores Sheltus

Interviewee- Valter lodgnan, Cookshire Road, DBirchton

My, Hodgman, you werc in the Fastern Townships during World

Var TI?

I was born down the road here three or four houses except
for four months I've alwayvs worked for father or nmyself.
I worked out one winter and it was the bLest experience I

ever had. I found out the other fellow's point of view.

You never did it again?

Mo, never no. Well, I wag born down here in Vavs PDernd and
probably in a two mile radius. 1I've always lived here,

And you've alwavs larmed?

Well, been on the land, you know. TIn 1211 T showed in

Sherbroole Fair, nare and coltg, and F've shown of £ and on

every since, In fact I'm the only one living in my age that
wvas born here, hetwveen Coolshire and Tennoxville., There

vags Milton Labree in Sand 1ill but he was born, he was a
vear older than I was but he has been gone two yvears, Then
Gladlen hlogett he is 786 orxr 792, he died a wvear ago. TDut I'm
the only one that's lived here all ny life.

So vou really now the neigbborbood, vou know it lettexr than

anvbody clse.

Tell, T should,

When Yorld Var IT began had the Creat Depression ended around
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I den't think there was too nuch, of course, the depression
was cuilte o thing, wasn't 1t? on but the war had started,
vhen thie war started, well, then it began tightening up,

vou sce, It was in the war when they started the ladics

going to worly, that's what unemployment is today lLecausc

the wonen, in ny younger dave, were sunnose to bhe home loolking

after family and loolking after things., The hushand was
suppose to cunport then but today they both have to work
and run cars.

Do vou remember what you were doing when vou heard that the

war had started?

Mo, T can't tell vou ¥ was farming I know Lhat hut T don
Lknow exactly what T was doing. I don't know vhether it was
on radio but T more or less think 1t wag papers thab camc to
tell about dt, T wouldn't be sure but T wasn't living here
at that time. I was living down vhere Mrg. Ficlken lives.
You see we were born ... and then we moved to lot 20 range
5. And now I'm on lot 18 range 5 and that's vhere my grand-
father was borp in 1333, but there vas a Family, or two or
three different ones in between that owned the place. Dut
I've had the place over 50 years. Ve owned land, my father

L.

and T did, from here right through to Bulwer Store.

You owned all of that?

T

Yes, we had around, pretty close to €00 acres alt onc time.

My brother was started hauling milk he tool: mills the first
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day that they went to Carnation in 182¢ the tenth day of
Cctober. And I went in with it the last day that they
took cans, the last day of June in '70. Tt was the only
one in the same name, bubt he was killed in '43 at the
crossing in Birchton and T took over then. T had eight
horses, eighty some head of cattle and was alone, T lost
mother in January and he was in April. And T took over

and I had cight horses and no truck or anything and went

to Sherbroolke and Carnation tool over then, sidned a con-
tract that all milk, what are yvou going to do. T hired

truck before I got home and I went to Montreal . Vell, this
friend, that's the way vou get it, I went in and he was
connected with a man that T Lnew that T had been trucking
with some and he went in to Monkreal, I went in with hin,

and he vas trucking cattle, T trucked with him some as well.
Ve went in and we went to this old controller of the trucking
and he went in and went to school together, both of them,

He told me about this truck so T hought it and came bLack

and put a body onto it and trucked mill, I got desperate

and gave away the whole place, T guess the way they sold

well in factory man bought had it waid for hefore he got

~

the lunber all cut off. I'd had men inspect it and they
said that it wasn't anything there. I knew there was hut
I couldn't do a thing. You can't do two jobg or threce

jobs at once. And that hauling mill T fiqure vou're dealing

with farmers, yvou're dealing with a parishakble product so
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vou've got to look at it. T only had one claim in all the
time I hauled the milk. Some boys came out and spilt sone.
You had an insurance.

Did you have any family members in the avmed services?

I'ad gix cousins but nothing close. You see I never was

L

married I'm just independant.

You never conlisted?

Ho, well, I was called up in the First World var when T was
into, put into Second Clags B, vyou see. And then when the
war finished, the TFivst World Var, I was turned again. That

was down in 1210. They put me into Class D.

ationing? What things were rationed?

Vhat wasn't rationed you might better say. There was sugar,
tea... gasoline, of course, there was a place we knew wheroe
to get sugar, not our old way. Mo, it was cuite a thing
this rationing. PBut we never really wanted, if vou're cut
down you could live witl what thev gave vou. The rationing
was very fair, we always thougbt. Dut vou had the hother
of dealing with it that was the troukle. fomne people

hoarded which wasn't good.

And therc was a black market was there for the things that

verce »ationecd?

Mell, you can call it vhat you like there was places vou

could get things., That's the way vou had rettor vut it.

You had to lknow where thev were,

Uhat rationed goods did you miss the most?
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T don't know. Ag T said, T don't think we ever had any
troubles, =some peovnle did. T hnow that some trouble with
their gas, some, well, there was people who had two, threc
years flour. Well, it was hoarded that was the troukle with
the rationing, I'm afraid that we're going to be rationed
again. I don't know if they would do it. Thic road, well
vou live on this reoad, a Sunday night vou will get somewhere
a hundred carg in 15 ninutes.

Going nowhere.

Coing novhere, it's too bad. Then, of course, some of us

drive in bic¢ cars that talce more gas than a smaller one but

-
I have to fold up by riding to Hontreal, in fact, last Thursday
I wag in to the Duebec Tarmer's meeting at lMacDonald College

he's got a Volvo I have to fold up so I can get into it. Dat

' Y.

it's not bad to ride in they have a short wheel base, vou see.
But they're a nice little car.

Viag meat rationed?

7ell, I don't Lhnow whether meat was rationed or not. Ve had
our own, you sce. o used to have our own neat. I was the
most independant man on earth if vou only knew I had to live
within his neans. That's the way I've always been, of coursc,
nov they're trying to control everything marketing hoards, and
cuotas and what vou can do and whalt vyou can't. Thev're after
me all the time to bay lots. Dut they say if I sell one lot

that will put me out of the farm catagory or two or three lots.
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And we're in the zone, we've not zoned here yvel. The farms
in Richmond they're zoned they can't sell their crops. Tt's
true. How I see it thelr getting bacl to Russia T don'td
know,

Did the changed male-female ratio affect social life? You
3,

must have had a good time.

Hot around here as I know. {lell, we, of course, we had Red
Cross we had parties to raise noney for the Red Cross. OF
course, there was once year that T got attached with Mrs,
Dereseau we ran a booth at Cookshire Fair for the Red Cross
and put to work all there was a lot of food and stufl bhrought
in it was turned over.

Did vou feel that there was a sence of national unity of

evervone pulling together during the war?

Yes, I thinl there were. fYhere was a certain amount of friction

between the I'rench. The French didn't want to go to war, vyou
sec. But apart from that French liked to major the council
voice. T can't speal French that's what I went to school
with Prench kids. but as far as I went to school was in
Little Red School House. The T'rench kids there but they
learnt Englsih apd T didn't learn Prench. And after every-
one T hadn't heen for gome time, if vou want to live in
Muebec you've got to have French. I think we've fell down

to a certain extent the Inglishmen aren't doing it, they're
running away from it., Cause I Jdon't lile this man, lLevesouco,

brother-in-law was Lrought up in there, well, he was an older
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man than Levesdgue but they came uv in the same village,
Mevearliyvle, down in ... T Inow the house whexre he was
hrought up.

So do you rvemenmber the conscription crises?

'ell, ves, there was two lots of it. lMen were affected, you
see IT've got too dam old but I'm still here.

T think there was a regestration, wasn't there?

Yes, there was a regestration,

Fvervone was regestered? DBut did anyvihing come up?

o, well, ves and no. There was a certain amount of them
that were given jobs for in the plants where they were
maliing additions vou sec or sonething like that. If vou

got into a plant and gobt a jobh well, then vou weren't picked
up lille yvou would be if vou, and, of course, farmcrs had a
kind of a ... it was in the FPirst Vorld War, T lnow sono
fellows that hid in the woods in "41.

Do vou roncnber anvihing aliout the zombies? They were the

neople who wouldn't go, they wouldn't cnlist?

o, ¥ don't lFnow any of those.

Do you recall the end of the war?

- was in

pu

Vell, it was uite a celebration after it. Tor me 1
the alil, I think. Ho, it wagsn't in the Fall, it was started
in the "all, in the Spring was when., o, no, T had some
neicghbors that were in Hong Kong and he's one of thaoa still

alive up in Ontario. Vell, there's a few around Lut thenm




poor fellows that went through Ilong Hong. One

said I'1ll sece the

one tine was referring to he

e hungry kut he saw the day in ilong Zong they

of jJust & sheleton. But he ate ... worms nade
them poor boys went through., Of coursce, a lot

T

Ccourse knew Colonel Bishop who was one of th

was one of the ones that was in Hong Fong. e

moral up then by training them and different t

course, a lot of thoem gave up. Ile was a ladys
wav. Dut ,.. that was a friend of hig ovoer th
shot her Lut Lhe got away. DBecause she vas try
in stuff for him to ealt, you see. They caught
it in. They shot Ler on the spot. Tle was jus
about ny age. IHe died a vear ago but he wasg,

Lrother—-in~law was in the First World Var he's
City he's in the hospital. Vell, he came in t

ago last January. Ie only fought in war a few
an arm, one arm his clbow was shot out. Ile ap
vears in an hospital. lie was left for dead in
and the next day wvhen they were qoing over one
there's a little 1ife in this fellow. And he

and is alive todav.

£
Li
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Do vou remember any military installations in the area?
Tell, thero was
There vas the prisoner of war camp in Sherbrooke, T think.

Yes, prisoner of war camp in Sherbroole.
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bo vou remember anything about them? There's some talk

that perhaps one of the prisoners was shot trying to

escapre. Do vou remember?

Mever, I don't remeomber anytbhing like that. T think there
was, of course, we had one or two that was over here from
Germany that worlked for us. They let them out, vou see,
they weren't too bkad. Thig was a German Jow, Jle wasn't

a pad fellow, there was a few good ones., They let some of
them out, vou sce.

During the war?

Yes, during the war and they were in concentrations camps
in Cherbrooke but of them they figured wasn't bhad. Ve had
to report every week if he was still with us. Ve had no

trouble with him but he was suppose to be our qgardener and

ny mother vat him out to worll in the garden and he pulled
everything, 1ell, the gardening part of it, he was selling
garden produce, it wasn't the garden, he didn't know what
ore thing was Ffrom the other you sec. TFhey didn't loo¥k

-~

like what he sold and, of course, he Lhought they were all
woeeds,

Do vou remnember any security neasures acgainst esvinance?
. - . ] A )

o,

In Sherbrooke, perhaps?

They had, well, we was security, yvou scc, they checled on
different times and things but we never came in contact

with anv.
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You wouldn't have had a victory garden, I gquess vou grow

your own food anyway, didn't you?

Ve grew food but there was viclory gardens around,

Most pecople had them?

And there still out to place between Birchton and Faton
Corner people come from towvn now and have a garden now on

a piecce of land.

Really?

Yes, well, they get out into the country, vou see, and nlav

1

in the dirt a little bil so,

pnd the French-Inglish relations?

Mall, we've always got along., The French ard the Imglish
through this district have always got along. Never thouaght

of anything, they spoke Inglish or you spolke Frencly, but,

of course, it's upsetting that now this joke vou've got

Lo speal: French. T don't lile it, T thinl that's the trouble
that if they'd taken it easy instead of trying to compelling
it then you've got to put rench onte a pachkage of Corn Flalkes
what do they care about it in the Vest?

Yes, that's true.

Tt'e alright in Cuekec but to go clear across the dominion

b

is way out, in my opinion. Vell, I showed it very much in

Do you renenber any homefront voluntcer cfforts for the war?

Vas there anyvthing ¢going on at the churches?

Vell, there was, they had parties and things to ... there was
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parcels sent to the institutes that stuff over to the soldiers,
you sce, or they sent stuff to Jlonug Rong, of course, thom
fellows never got it, but I thinlk thevy got it in TFrance after
a vwhile. Let's sce MNorray Johnson went to the Dishop's
College Schocel was the head master, Millerd's there now,
because he was over there, vou see, and his brother was

in the Havy he was down in the HNova Scotia and theﬁ Lloyds
sister was in the Alr Force.

And Allan Kelso was in Jdapan,

¥

Yes, Helso I think was in Japan now with my uncle. O0h there
was a whole bunch, there was a glip up somewhere there lecause
they didn't have anything toe defend themselves with., It was

a bunch of man over therce and nothing to do. They had nothing
to work with., DBut it's like any big operation, somchody make
one slip it can ball up the whole thing.

o -
jay|

Tt's the middle man who suffers?

Yes

I thinl that's the end of the guestions on the tape, hut vou

vere sayving beifore that tires bLeing difificult to buy tires during

-

the war? for your truch?

Yes, they were rationed, you see, you had to give a reagson why
vou had to have a tire, why it was gone and so forth, why it

was blown outlt or something. One man would tell you to put a

lot of air in andi the next man tell vou not to put so much in,
so T don't know which was the wise thing to do. BDut I hlow

two tires just going into the vard,




In one day:

One davy, kut T had no trouble when I got the tricks nade
up, right off ... we went to school together. And wve had
to turn the old ones in, you sece, If they were f£it so they

-~ ]

could be used, of course, they toeoolk the tires theyv'd agive
baclk for a tractor or sowmething in the line of a trucl, you
see. And if they went to ... they weren't as good as the
tires today. Jut if they went to Great Derlin theyv'd acuse
you of not having the proper amount of air in them or some-
thing like that. There was always a vav to gelt around it,
bult you hadito lknow how to do it.

Ty would they be rationed, tires?

4

Well, they Jdidn't want them to use the rubber, vou see, and
the vehicles over there in the military.

Do vou remnember anvthing that was nade in Sherbroole for the

var effort, like at some of the companies?

ell, shelves was one of the hig things, yvou see. Sherbroole
was cuite a machine shop and there was a lot of peorle that
went and got worl, went there and worked. Tf vou were working

-~

on the shelves well then vou were given a chance if vou didn't
want to go over, vou sece. So an alful lot did that. The wvar
tooll the cream off the voung people and that's why we arve in
the mess we are in today, is what T think. TPerhaps I shouldn't
gay 1t Lt the better class of peonle went toe the war then the

onas that, well, T had tenant a month or two up here and shtaved

to home and that's what ve're like today., T don't know if I'm
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right or not but I'm kind to the idea ... straying of cattle,
T don't say people arce cattle but there're pretty nuch the
same and follow up and so that the Lest oneg are gone ...,
vou see.and we're suffering todav for it, Tt's culte a

game. Cause T didn't expect to be around herc this long lLut
' still here. My father died when he was €3, nother 73 so
what they had in their generation went to the voung. Therce
vas six of us childrern in cour family and six in ny uncle's

9o

Family. And my grandfather and grandmother, that's in 1919
or 1218 or around that time. %o me I'm the enly Hodgmar in
Dircehton, when they box wme that's goodby., Males you wonder

BOME .

You must have relatives somevherce else though?

Viell, T've got cousins around Montreal and I've got a sister

H

in Ouecliec, a gister here but they go to Florxdia in the winter

-

tine, she's way out in 73, 7C T guess it is. My bLrother-in-

law ig 81, And T have anothe sister in Ouebec who's 27, not

TThere did you fall in the Ffamilvy? the oldest?

T'st the oldest. T went to school Mom used to cone and keach
fetch., Well, if we wanted a pail of water, we went and got
it, if we wanted a sticl of wood to put in the stove, we used
to get it., And we used to have gpelling B's or something,
Sometines I was pretty good and gometimes I wasg pretty bad.

= "

T agnent a good life all the way through hut the changes!

It's bard to keep up with that,
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Can't keep up with it.

lHave the Townships changed a lot do you think?

Yes, the people have changed, there's a different enviroment.,

We always, French and Inglish, we never faught or anvthing
about vhether you were Prench or Frnglish., Causce the French
used to say that Fnglish had too many religions and I think
they were right., I know that they had the one but the pricst
alviays told them what they could do. Ve were freer vou scco.
One fault of the T'rench is my idea there're dealous of one
another, they want to ¢get to the top hut soon as that fellow
gets to the top he's got somebody else that's jealous of him
and is trying to pull him down. T don't know thev wore dif-
ferent kind of people then the Tnglish people, there was a
jealousy among them., Vell, T'll never forget what an economist
told in Lennoxville to a mneeting one dav, he said, he was
talking on farming, he says i vou get in the farming he savs

goes like this up and down hills




